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ADVERTISEMENT. 
HE following Sermons are preſented 
to the Public with all the deference 
which the nature of their publication can 
demand, or the deepeſt ſenſe of obligation 
can ſuggeſt ; both being too well known to 


render an explanation neceſſary, 


Candour will, doubtleſs, make due allows- 
ance for any inaccuracies or defefls which - 
may be diſcovered in a work not prepared 
for the preſs by its author ; while thoſe who 
with ſo much liberality have exerted tbem- 
ſelves, and promoted the ſubſcription, will be 
pleaſed to accept the moſt fincere and cordial 
acknowledgments which gratitude can offer. 
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GENESIS XXXIX. 2. 


The Lord was with Joſeph. 


MONGS T all the noble and in- SERM, 


4 ſtructive hiſtories recorded in the 


Old Teſtament, there 1s not perhaps one 
from whence ſo much uſeful knowledge 
may be drawn, as from the narration 
now before us; wherein the circum- 


ſtances are ſo peculiarly intereſting, the 
diſtreſs ſo exquiſite, the eſcapes ſo mira- 


culous, the conſequences ſo unexpected, 
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SERM. and at the ſame time fo defirable ; the 
H— whole ſo feelingly and ſo pathetically de- 


ſcribed, as to merit our repeated notice, 
and to call for our perpetual admira- 
tion. I intend therefore to lay before 


you, as briefly as poſſible, the ſeveral oc- 


currences of this beautiful relation; and 
as I paſs along, to draw from them ſuch 
inferences and reflections as may poſſibly 


be of ſome ſervice to us with regard to 
our own future conduct. 


The hiſtory of Joſeph may indeed, 


with the utmoſt propriety, be called the 


hiſtory of Virtue, of virtue deſerted, 
perſecuted, and oppreſſed, ſtruggling 
through a variety of afflictions and temp- 
tations, ſupported throughout by the 
interpoſition of Divine Providence, at 
length emerging from darkneſs and de- 


ſpair to light and life, riſing ſuperior to 


all its calamities, and ſhining forth in the 


utmoſt. 


On the Hiſtory of Joſepb. | 5 
utmoſt ſplendor of power, affluence, and 
proſperity, 


| Joſeph, the elect and favourite of God, 
pre-ordained by the Almighty as a choſen 


inſtrument to ſet forth his divine power | 


and goodneſs, was the youngeſt ſon of 
the patriarch Jacob; he 1s introduced 
to us by the inſpired writer in his early 
youth : when he was but ſeventeen years 
»old we find him feeding the flock with 
his brethren. The firſt circumſtance re- 
corded of him is, that the lad was with 
the ſons of Bilhah, and with the ſons of 
Zilpab, bis father's quives; and Yeſepb 
brought unt his father their evil report. 
The ſeeds of virtue which were ſown in 


his mind began even in this tender age 


to ſprout forth in an abhorrence of vice, 


riot, and debauchery. He ſaw ſomething 
in the conduct of his brethren and com- 
* which diſpleaſed and diſguſted 


B 3 | : | him. 


e 
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6 On the Hiſtory of Jeſebb. 
him, which the natural openneſs of ſoul, 
ever attendant on this period of life, 


ſtrongly prompted him to diſcloſe: and 


accordingly we find that he brought to 


will of his brethren: 


his father their evil report; that is to ſay, 


he acquainted Jacob with their ill con- 
duct ; the natural conſequence of which 
was to bring on him the hatred and ill- 
and thus it ever 
happens to the good and virtuous ; thoſe 
who detect vice and falſehood are ſure to 
be perſecuted and oppreſſed by the vici- 
ous and the falſe, who ſeldom forgive 


| the witneſſes of their guilt, or the diſco- 


verers of their hypocriſy. 
circumſtance conſpired alſo to render Jo- 
ſeph the unhappy object of envy and ab- 
horrence. Iſrael, we are told, loved Jo- 
ſeph more than all his children; and the 
reaſon is immediately added, becauſe he 


was the child of bis old age. 


But another . 


ſource of all his miſery; from whence 


On the Hiſtory of Joſeph. 7 


We ſhall find in the courſe of the hiſ: 


tory, that the extraordinary regard and 
tenderneſs which Jacob. expreſſed for his 


darling Joſeph, inſtead of contributing 
to the happineſs of his child, was the 


we may obſerve, as we paſs along, that 


providence doth frequently ſeem (as in 


thoſe who come after them. How many 


the caſe before us) by a kind of inter- 


fering juſtice, to puniſh the unwarrant- 


able partiality of parents in the unequal 


diſtribution of love and affection towards 
their children; which one would think 


might convey ſome uſeful reflections to 


amongſt us every day imitate the folly of 


Jacob, in loving ta exceſs the children 


1 
— 


of their old age! How few are happy in 


ſeeing that fondneſs ſo amply repaid as 


in the example of Joſeph. So weak and 
ſo ſhort-ſighted is man, that the very 


means which he makes uſe of to procure 


PIT 
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8 Onthbe Hiſoryof Paſephe- 
to himſelf pleaſure and ſatisfaction, are 


WEE 


often the viſible and only cauſe of all 
his trouble and calamity, Thus the lovg 
of Iſrael for his ſon Joſeph, by raiſing 


the jealouſy of his brethren, involved | 


him in that whole ſeries of misfortunes 


which afterwards befel him. The coat 


of many colours, which we are told his 


father had made for him, immediately 


pointed him ont as an object of envy. 


This mark of ſuperiority might, how- 
ever, have paſſed unnoticed and unpu- 
niſhed,” had not another far more pre- 
vailing diſtinction alarmed and awakened 
their animoſity. Joſepb dreamed à dream : 
Behold, ſaid he to his brethren, we were 


binding ſheaves in the field, and lo, my ſheaf 
arole and ſtood upright; and behold your 
ſheaves fiood round about, aud made obei- 
fance to my ſheaf. There is a remark- 


able propriety in this dream, which I 
do not remember to have been obſerved, 


and 


$1 
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and which yet ſufficiently appears in the 5BRM, 
{ſequel of the ſtory ; namely, the viſible wn. 
alluſion which the image carries with 
it to the dearth of corn in Judea : they 
were binding ſheaves in the field, and 
their ſheaves made obeiſance to my ſheaf. | 
This dream, we may obſerye, demanded 
no extraordinary capacity in the inter- 
pretation of it: the meaning of it was 
extremely obvious, and could not poſſibly 
he miſtaken by them, being no leſs than 
2 plain and poſitive prediction of oſeph's: 
future fortune, the ſuperiority which he 
was born to enjoy over them, and their 
total ſubmiſſion to him; a circumſtance 
| which worldly wiſdom (a wiſdom he was 
a ſtranger to) would doubtleſs have per- 
ſuaded him to conceal: he ſoon, indeed, 
found reaſon to repent his ynguarded 
diſcloſure of it ; for, being ſent a little 
time after by his father on a meſſage of 
lorę and friendſhip to his brethren, ta 
| ſee 


10 On the Hiftory of Joſepb. 

fee whether it was well with them and 
with their flocks, they began to ſhew 
their jealouſy and hatred of him. Envy, 
that worſt of human paſſions, ſeized up- 
on them; a paſſion ſo malignant in its 
nature, that no ties can bind, no laws 
reſtrain, no confiderations, how power- 
ful ſoever, ſoften or controul it. In vain 
did juſtice, honour, and piety, plead for 
an innocent unoffending brother: they 
conſidered him only in the light of a 
powerful and dangerous rival, and, as 
ſuch, were reſolved to embrace the firſt 
opportunity that offered itſelf to deſtroy 
him: and when they ſaw him afar off, 
they conſpired againſt him to flay him; 

and they ſaid one to another, Behold this 
dreamer cometh ; come now therefore and let 
us lay him, and ceft him into ſome pit; and 
we will ſay ſome evil beaſt bath devoured 
bim; and we ſpall ſee what vill become of 
his dreams, The bitter ſarcaſm at the 

end 


On the Hiſtory of Joſep. f 
end of this ſpeech ſufficiently points out 
to us the cauſe of this inhuman Teſo- 
lution, which they would probably have 
executed without the leaſt remorſe, but 
that one of them felt ſome compunction 
of mind, and diſſuaded them from it, 
Reuben, who alone had fill ſome re- 
mains of affection for his brother, faid 
unto them, Shed no blood, but caſt bim 
into this pit that is in the wilderneſs this 
was, we muſt acknowledge, - a fate ſcarce 
milder than that to which he had al- 
ready been devoted: but Reuben had, it 
ſeems, made this propoſal with a view of 
faving Joſeph, and delivering him to his 
father. With this propoſal the reſt of 
theſe unnatural brethren, (however un- 
willingly) at laſt complied; and after 
ſtripping him of that coat which had 
already given them ſo much uncaſineſs, 


caſt him into the. pit. Reuben, probably 


with a deſign to watch his opportunity 
| | of 
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of aſſiſting his unhappy brother, had re- 
tired: when a thought ſtruck into the 


mind of Judah, on ſeeing the Iſhmaelites 


coming down from Gilead, that a fa- 
vourable occaſion now preſented itſelf 
of making every thing ſure with regard 
to themſelves, and ſelling Joſeph to the 
Iſhmaelites. To this they unanimouſly 
agreed, imagining, no doubt, that by 
this means they might as effectually 


prevent the accompliſnment of his pre- 


diction, as if they had deſtroyed him; 
it being highly improbable that a ſlave 
in a foreign country ſhould ever, by a 
reverſe of fortune, arrive at ſuch power 
and proſperity as to have any dominion 
over them; the event, notwithſtanding 


was, we ſhall ſee, directly oppoſite to 
what they had expected, as the ſtate of 
ſervitude to which Joſeph's brethren re- 


duced him, proved the foundation of all 


his n, Thus doth the provi- 


dence 


On the Hiſtory of Joſepb. 13 
2 dence of God always work in ſecret for 
the preſervation, and for the reward of 


the innocent. 


There paſſed by, ſays the Scripture, Mi- 


* _ % 


— 


dianites, merchant- men; and they drew and 


lift up Yoſeph out of the pit, and ſold Joſeph 
t the 1/hmaelites for twenty pieces of filver. 


There were, it ſeems, at that time 
upon earth, men as void of feeling and 
humanity as in our own times; men 


who made no ſcruple, for the ſake of ; 


worldly profit, to buy and ſell their 
| fellow-creatures; and theſe merchants 
thought, no doubt, that a young and 
beautiful ſlave (for ſuch Joſeph was) 
would prove no diſagreeable or unprofit- 
able commodity in Egypt, whither they 


were going. 


The practice of vending ſlaves, con- 


tinued to this day, hath, we ſee, at leaſt 
| the 
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 SERM. the plea of antiquity ; and perhaps this 
- * is the only plea which it can boaſt in 
dies favour. In thoſe days of darkneſs and 
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ignorance, we cannot be ſo much ſur- 
priſed to find this horrid cuſtom eſtab- 
liſhed amongſt the idolarers of Egypt: 
but ſurely, to conſider that it is ſtill 
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prevalent, even among thoſe who profeſs 
themſelves the followers of Chriſt, muſt 
be matter of admiration and aſtoniſh- 
ment; and we cannot but lament, that 
this ſhocking remnant of barbariſm and 
inhumanity could ever take place, and 
ſtill more, remain in a Chriſtian commu- 
nity. The practice, however, doth till 
ſubſiſt, to the ſhame of our holy religion, 
and the diſgrace of our nature. | 


i 
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But to ache 
When Joſeph's brethren had thus fold 
him into Egypt, it became neceſſary for 


them to conceal it from their father, 
who 
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who they knew would, not fail on their 
return to enquire after him; they made 
no ſeruple, therefore, of adding falſehood 
and deceit to injuſtice and inhumanity. 
When men once deviate into the paths 
of ſin, there is no going backwards; 
every ſtep they take plunges them deeper 
into guilt, and ſwells the meaſure of their 
| iniquity ; it was eaſy for them to invent 
a tale, which, from its probability, would 
be readily believed. They took Tofepb's 
coat, and killed a kid, and dipped the coat 
in the blood, and brought it to their father, 
and ſaid, This have we found; know now 
whether it be thy Jon's coat or no. This 


fable bore with it all the marks of truth, 


and was received as ſuch by the unfor- 
| tunate Jacob; and he ſaid, It is my ſon's 
coat; an evil beaſt hath devoured bim. His 

heart was ſo pierced with this ſudden 


and. dreadful calamity, that he rent his 


cloaths, and put ſackcloth upon his loins, 
TY and 


8 
7 
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16 On the Hiſtory of Joſepb. 
and mourned for his ſon. A darling chiſd 
torn from him in a manner ſo ſhocking, 
was more than his age could fupport: 
he would admit of no conſolation, but 
gave himſelf up to his fortows ; and all 
his ſons and all hi s daughters roſe up 2 
comfort him, but be refuſed to be con. 
forted; and he ſaid, For I vill go down 
into the grave unto my ſon mourning. 
Thus his father wept for him, whom we 
muſt now leave in his affliction, to ac- 


company the unfortunate captive Joſeph, 
now ſold into Egypt, unto Potiphar, ari 
officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of his 
guard. Dn 


The flattering dream that had pro- 
miſed Joſeph ſuch extraordinary good 
fortune ſeemed now but ill accompliſhed ; 

a ſtate of penury and ſervitude in a fo- 


reign land was, to all outward appear- 
ance, but an indifferent omen of future 
| LY power 


power and proſperity; very different, 
however, was the fate he met with, from 
that which he had reaſon to expect. 


The hiſtory delivered down to us hath, 


to the account of Joſeph's extraordinary 


good fortune, ſubjoined alſo the reaſon 
and cauſe of it. The Lord was with Joſepb; 
and therefore, no doubt, he was a proſper- 
ous man. God mult be the fountain and 
foundation of every good : little would 
all his induſtry and integrity have availed, 
if the Lord had not been with him, to 
diſcover and to reward, to incline the 
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heart of his maſter, and ſecure his favour 


and protection. Except the Lord build 
the houſe, the Iabour is but vain of him that 
buildeth. But Joſeph gained the love and 
regard of the Almighty, becauſe he de- 


ſerved it: no ſooner was he ſettled in 


the ſervice of Potiphar, than he reſolved 


to perform punctually and diligently all 
„ the 


8 On the Bifloryf Joſeph: 
the duties of his ſtation ; ſuch was his 
— honeſty, truth, and aſſiduity, that he 
recommended himſelf in the ſtrongeſt 
manner to his maſter, ſo as to gain his 
entire confidence and eſteem; and bis 
' maſter ſaw that the Lord was with him, 
and that the Lord made all that he did to 
proſper in his hand ; inſomuch that he made 
him overſeer over his houſe, and all that he 
bad be put into his band. 


So agreeable was Joſeph's conduct and 
behaviour to the Divine Being, that we 
find the Almighty extending his mercy 
not only to Joſeph himſelf, but to his 
maſter alſo: h Lord blefſed the Egyp- 
tian's houſe for Yoſeph's ſake; and the 
bleſſing of the Lord was upon all that he 
had in the houſe, and in the field. Of 
ſo great price and eſtimation are honour 
and integrity in the eyes of God, that he 
frequently even — the wicked for-the 

5 Ake 
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with what pleaſure muſt her followers 
reflect, that it may be in their power, by 
a ſteady and upright conduct, to ſave not 
themſelves only, but their fellow-crea- 
tures alſo; their relations, friends, kin- 
dred, country, all that have any affinity 
or connection with them! Thus may the 
good and faithful ſervant, like Joſeph, 
. preſerve a whole family; thus may the 
pious and religious ſon plead with his 
almighty Creator for his profane, negli- 
gent, or irreligious parent; and thus, 
on the other hand, may the juſt and con- 
ſcientious parent atone, in ſome mea- 
ſure, for the folly or impiety of a profli- 
gate and rebellious child : thus, to rife 
{till higher, may private virtue inſure 
public happineſs; and the ſingle un- 
biaſſed honour and integrity of one up- 
right counſellor contribute to the ſafety, 


fake of the righteous : how noble an in- es oy 
citement is this to the practice of virtue 


SERR. 


20 : | On the Hiſtory of Joſeph. 


and ſecure the proſperity, of a whole 


corrupted nation. 


Here then let us ſtop, as it were be- 
fore the palace of Pharavh, and con- 
template with an eye of aſtoniſhment the 
extraordinary fate of the happy Joſeph ; 
raiſed from the loweſt and moſt abject 
condition, to a ſtate of affluence, honour, 
ſplendor, and proſperity; courted, belov- 
ed, and reſpected ; the darling of an af- 


fectionate maſter, the favourite of a pow- 


erful monarch, the envy and admiration 
of all beholders. 


Can we paſs over an incident ſo ſtr iking 
and ſo remarkable without many a grate- 


ful, many a ſerious reflection, on the gra- 


cious providence of God, which thus 
calleth good out of evil? May we not, 
and ought we not, when ve conſider the 
hiſtory before us, to call to mind ſome 


parallel inſtances of his beneficence to- 
wards 


On the Hiſtory of Yoſeph. 5 
Senn. 


wards us; ſome circumſtance of our life 
wherein that accident or, misfortune, —vV 
which ſeemed big with ruin and de- 
ſtruction, hath turned out in the end to 

our benefit and advantage? This ſhould 

teach us to remember, that we are all in 

the hands of a kind and beneficent Crea- 

tor, who watcheth over us in the hour 

of diſtreſs, and is always able, if we con- 

fide in him, to remove it from us. We 

ſee in what manner he extricated the un- 
happy. Joſeph from difficulties apparent- 
ly inſuperahle: we ſhall perceive the ſame 


* 


divine power again interpoſing to ſave his 
beloved favourite from ſtill greater dan- 
gers, and a more imminent deſtruction. 


In the proſecution of this hiſtory, we 

ſhall find the circumſtances growing every 

inſtant more intereſting, more ſerious and 

pathetic, abounding with ſtill more fre- 

quent inſtruction. I ſhall therefore dwell. 

with pleature on every one of them, and 
. endea- 
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. endeavour to draw from them that moral 


bſe and improvement which will moſt 


: naturally reſult from them, and which it 


was moſt probably the intention of the 
inſpired writer to inculcate. 


But this, as it would exceed the limits 
of our preſent time, muſt be deferred ta 
another opportunity. I ſhall therefore 
conclude this diſcourſe with this ſingle 


reflection, that an upright and virtuous 
courſe of life 1s almoſt ſure, as we ſes 
from the hiſtory before us, to meet its 
reward in this life, though, perhaps, not 


in ſo exemplary a manner as in the caſe 


of Joſeph ; but though it ſhould not, we 


ought not to be diſcouraged ; for the 


conſcious approbation of our own hearts 
not only amply repays us for any ſacri- 
fice we make to virtue, but whatever 
may be our lot here, ſuch a life will 
certainly ſecure to us endleſs felicity here 


after. 
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G E NE 818 XXXIX. 2. 
The Lord was with Foſeph. 


N the concluſion of my laſt. dif- 
courſe on theſe words, I brought 
down the hiſtory of Joſeph to that re- 


markable period wherein the providence 
of God had raiſed him to the bigheſt ho- 


nour and preferments in the court of 


Pharach. He who had fo lately called 


for pity, was now, by an aſtoniſhing. 


change of fortune, become an object of 


envy and admiration: he ſeemed to have 
baffled, as it were, the power of the 
waves, 


SERM. 


26 On the Hiſtory of Foſepb. © 
* waves, and to be landed ſafely i in the 
— harbour of peace and proſperity, when 

a violent and unex pected ſtorm aroſe, 

which drove him once more into the 

ocean, and almoſt overwhelmed him, 


The attractions of Joſeph's perſon were, 
it ſeems, no leſs ſtriking and ſingular, than 
thoſe of his mind. That beauty which 

| had already been ſo prejudicial to him, 

and which was probably the cauſe of Ja- 
cob's partial affection, became again the 
ſource of ſorrow and misfortune. 


Such is the unhappy lot of human 
nature, that we are frequently ruined 
and betray'd even by the perfections of it. 
Thoſe external accompliſhments which 

are ſo fervently wiſhed for, and ſo ſol⸗ 
licitouſly preſerved, but too often prove 
1 2 dangerous and a deſtructive pre-emi- 
nence, which Joh ſenſibly and fatally 
EXPCe 


on the Riftory of f. up 
experienced; for the wife of- Potiphar . 5 
no ſooner caſt her eyes upon, than uo 
conceived. a violent and ſhameful paſſion 
for him, which no conſiderations of ho- 
nour, duty, or gratitude, could prevail 
on her to reſtrain. This, we muſt ac» 
knowledge, was the ſtrongeſt teſt of his 
integrity, and the fevereſt tryal of his 
virtue. Vouth and beauty, power and 
intereſt, ambition and opportunity, con- 
ſpired to urge him on to the commiſ- 
ſion of fin; but thoſe well. grounded 


; principles which had hitherto directed 
all his actions, together with that divine. 
grace which aſſiſted him in them, now 
enabled him to reſiſt, and to overcome, 
the powerful temptation. e could not E 
; bear the thought of injuring, in ſo tender I 
a point, the beſt and moſt indulgent of 
- maſters. How, ſays he to her, can I aa 
lis great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? 
= Hezrs let us top a moment to reflect on 
= | the 
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28 On the Fiflory of Tofeph: 
the conduct of this amiable youth. When 


he was now, as it were on the very brink. 
of deſtruction, he ſtarts back with hor- 
ror at fight of the precipice before him, 
ſummons the powers of reaſon and reli- 
gion to his aid, and cries out, h can 1 
do this great wickedneſs, and fin againf 
God? What a noble leflon of inſtrue- 
tion may theſe words afford us: What a 
fair pattern and ſtandard has Joſeph left 
to poſterity ; and how. much leſs of ſin 
and ſorrow would there be in this world, 


were men to follow ſo excellent an ex- 


ample! If, when any dangerous tempta- 


tion attacted, any darling paſſion ſoli- 
cited us, we would but ſtop a moment 
only to repeat this ſhort ſentence, bow 
can 1 do this wickedneſs and fin againſt 
God? what anſwer would our hearts re- 
turn to this ſevere and penetrating queſ- 
tion ? that anſwer, doubtleſs, which Jo- 


ſeph's did; tbat to commit the ſin, what- 


ever 


on the lu H 2 = 
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ever it was, would be ingratitude to the 
beſt and moſt generous of maſters, (fo 
ſuch God is to us all) who committeth 
all that he hath to our hands, and keepeth 

back nothing from us which we ought 

to wiſh for or deſire. But the followers 

of vice are too rapid and precipitate in 
their purſuit of it, ever to ſtand ſtill in 

the journey: they ruſh on without fear, 
without reluQance or remorſe. To ſuch, 
however, if they are not paſt all reflec- 

tion, I would point out the conſequences 

of this ſeaſonable deliberation in the good 

and conſcientious Joſeph, who reſiſted 

the arts of the ſeducer, and was in the 

end amply rewarded for it, by bleſſings 
which, though not immediately beſtowed; 

were carefully reſerved for him. 


Such; indeed, hath been the degene- 
racy and corruption of mankind in every 
age, that it is generally dangerous, often- 

; 0 times 


* 
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times deſtructive, to be fingularly vir- 
tuous, which Joſeph fufficiently expe- 
rienced. He hearkened not unto her, but 
refuſed to hear the voice of the charmer; 


and his refuſal was attended with its 


natural conſequence. The tranfition of 


violent paſſions from one to the other 1s 


extremely rapid: her love was quickly 
changed into hatred, and all the ſoftneſs 


of affection into the bittereſt and moſt 


implacable reſentment. The deſpiſed and 
incenſed wife of Potiphar was now re- 
ſolved to perſecute that virtue which ſhe 
could not ſubdue, and to ruin that inno- 


cence which ſhe was unable to betray. 
She artfully accuſed him therefore of a 


crime, which, from his abhorrence of a 
vice ſo deteſtable, and the natural con- 
ſequences of it, no temptation could ever 
induce him to commit; and by impoſing 
on the credulity of her huſband, and 
flandering Joſeph, at once ſecured and 
5 enhanced 


On the Hl of Jeb. 32 


diaet the affection of the one, and 
ſatiated her revenge on the other. Her 


accuſation, confirmed by a circuniſtance | 
very ſtrong in her favour, (the garment 


which ſhe had wreſted from him) eaſily 


procured her a firm belief: and when Je- 


ſeph's maſter heard the words of his wife, 
his wrath was kindled, and he took him, and 
put him into the priſon, a place where the 


king's priſoners were bound; and he was 


| there in the priſon. Thus was Joſeph | 


caſt down on a ſudden from the heighth 
of glory and happineſs, to the loweſt and 
moſt abject condition; obliged to relin- 
quiſh all his honours, and to quit the 
ſplendor and gaiety of a court, for a ſcene 
of ſorrow and diſtreſs, in a dark and 
loathſome dungeon. But the firm and 


honeſt mind {eels no change of place or 


condition; is cqually happy, becauſe 
equally good, in afluence or penury, in 
a palace or a priſon, Joſeph carried with 
. him 
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nity ; their hearts are, for the moſt part, 


ference from the moſt abandoned. Jo- 


— 3 On the Hilary of Joſepb. 
him riches that could not be alienated; a 


freedom that could not be enthralled, A 
conſcience void of offence. He who has 


this companion, will always have a ſtill 
nobler and more able friend, even his 
great Creator, as Joſeph had. The Lord, 
we read, was flill with him, and ſhewed bim 
mercy, and gave bim favour in the fight of 
the keeper of the priſon. The minds of 
ſuch men are ſeldom ſoftened into com- 
paſſion, or open to the dictates of huma- 


from being conſtantly uſed to the ſight 
of diſtreſs, callous and inſenſible: but 
there 1s a native beauty in the face of 
innocence which wins the affection of 
the moſt obdurate; and a dignity in 
virtue, which commands reſpect and de- 


ſeph ſeemed born to rule and direct 


wherever he appeared; inſomuch that 
the keeper of the priſon committed to Jofe epb's 
hand, 
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bard, all the priſoners that were in the 
priſon ; and whatſoever "they did there, he 


was the doer of it. The keeper of the pr ifon 


looked not to an wy thing that was under his 
band, becauſe the Lord was with him, and 
| that which be did, the Lord made it fo 


proſper. 


Joſeph, however, was ſill a captive, 


confided to a ſphere infinitely beneath 
his exalted talents, which called for a 


nobler field to expatiate in: and an acci- 
dent ſoon happened, deſigned no doubt, 
by the Providence of God, which gave 
him an opportunity of diſplaying that 
extraordinary knowledge and wildom, 
which God had ſo liberally beſtowed on 
him. The chief butler and baker of 
Pharaoh's houſehold had offended their 
maſter, and were both committed (pro- 
bably on ſuſpicion of fraud in their ſe- 
veral offices) to the lame priſon where 

Vo. I. "ET Joſeph 
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34 : On the Eifer of oc. 
Joſeph lay. Theſe men dreamed each of 


them a dream. 


The cauſe, nature, and efficacy of 
dreams, hath ever been, and will always 
continue to be, matter of ſuch doubt and 


uncertainty, as greatly to puzzle and 
perplex the underſtandings of men. It 
is ſufficient on the preſent occaſion to 


remark, that whilſt God did himſelf 


graciouſly condeſcend to govern his 


choſen people, he frequently thought fit 


to reveal his will by this method ; and 
that the interpretation of dreams was 
one of thoſe marks by which his fa- 
vourite ſervants were generally diſtin- 
guiſhed: of this Joſeph is a ſufficient 
teſtimony. To him the unfortunate pri- 
ſoners applied for an interpretation of 
their dreams; a taſk which he per- 


| formed with ſo much. judgment and 


penetration, as to leave no doubt that 
| (as 


On the Hiſtory of Joſeph. z 

{as he before informed them) it muſt SERM. | 
come of God, the whole being exatly = 
and literally fulfilled; for the butler, as 
Joſeph had foretold, was, in a very few 95 

days after, reſtored to his place, and the 

baker puniſhed with that death which he 

moſt probably had deſerved. 


And 1 it may not be amiſs to FRE 
ſerve, as a remarkable circumſtance, that 
God, in the caſe before us, ordained the 

' fame cauſe to be productive of two ef- 
fects directly oppoſite. Jofeph's firſt 
dream, concerning his future ſuperiority 
over his. brethren, occaſioned his ſlavery 
in Egypt; and his ſecond was the appa- 
rent inſtrument of all his good fortune 
and aurancement. | ; 


There is likewiſe another occurrence 


in this narrative which ſhould not be 
paſſed over. When Joſeph interpreted 
D 2 % ___ the 
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the butler's dream, he deſired, that as 
ſoon as he ſhould be reinſtated in his 
maſter's favour, he would make mention 
of him to Pharaoh, and releaſe him out 
of the priſon. The butler, notwith- 
ſtanding, when he became great, thought 

no more of his friend; but, as great men 
generally do, entirely forgat him. Too 
exact an image and repreſentation this of 
the ingratitude of half mankind, who, 
when exalted to wealth and power, ſel- 


dom remember the poor and deſtitute, 


even though they had been, like Joſeph, 
the inſtruments of their advancement, 
and the cauſe of all their affluence and 


proſperity. 


God thought fit to exerciſe the pa- 


tience, and to try the fidelity of his ſer- 


vant, by detaining Joſeph in the priſon 


two years longer; ; when an accident hap. 


pened, which, fortunately for Joſeph, 
refreſhed 


On tbe Hiſtory of Joſepb. 37 | 


refreſhed the memory of this ungrateful 
courtier. Pharach, King of Egypt, 
dreamed two dreams, | which troubled 
him exceedingly, and applied for an in- 


terpretation of them to all the magicians 


and wiſe men in the kingdom; but in 
vain, for none of them could interpret 
the dreams. Then it was that the 
butler, who had fo long forgotten Jo- 
ſeph, began to recolle& his obligations 
to him on a ſimilar occaſion. He relates 


to Pharaoh what had happened two years | 


before in the priſon, and mentions the 
extraordinary ſagacity of Joſeph in his 


interpretation of the two dreams, which 
were both ſo e folfilled, | 


At W the wiſh'd- for pride Hive: | 
which was to put an end to the afflic- 


tion, and break the chains of this illuf- 


trious ſufferer. Pharaoh, pleaſed, no 


doubt, at this welcome intelligence, 
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ſends immediately for Joſeph out of pri- 
ſon, . And Pharaoh ſaid unto Toſeph, I 


bave dreamed a dream, and there is none 


that can interpret it: aud I have heard 


ay ff thee, that thou canſt underfland a 
dream to interpret it. And Joſeph an- 


ſwered Pharaoh, ſaying, it is not in me: 
God ſpall give Pharaoh an anſwer of peace. 


Obſerve the meekneſs and humility of 
the heaven- directed Prophet. He doth 
not boaſt of his ſkill, or attribute any 
thing to his own penetration and ſaga- 
city. I is not in me, ſays he: God ſhall 
give thee an anſwer. Modeſty is the in- 
ſeperable companion of merit : and true 
knowledge and wiſdom are eyer attended 
by lowlineſs and diffidence. Pharaoh, as 


if from this amiable diſtruſt of his own | 


| ſill he had conceived a ſtill more fa- 


vourable opinion of it, relates his dreams, 


and defires an interpretation of them. 


Both 


| On the ihn of Joſeph = 
Both the dreams and the interpretation, SER: 


— 


which relate to ſeven years of plenty 
and ſeven of famine; are ſo well known 


to every one who reads the Bible, 
that I need not here repeat them, 


but proceed to the effects which this 


circumſtance produced, and the altera- 
tion which it made in the affairs of 
Joſeph. The excellent judgment and 
penetration which he diſcovered on this 
occaſion was of the utmoſt conſequence 
to Pharaoh, as no leſs indeed than the 
ſafety: and proſperity of his whole king- 
dom depended on it. Joſeph had not 


only foretold that a famine would enſue, 


but pointed out alſo the means of pre- 
venting all the evils naturally attendant 
on ſo dreadful a calamity. In the time 
of plenty he provided againſt want, and 


in the ſummer of abundance and proſ- 


perity, laid up againſt the penury of ap- 
proaching winter. He would not ſuffer 


the corn, which remained over and above 


D4 3 that 


2 


* «SP 


ed 


40 On the Hiſtory of Joſepb. 


that which was neceſſary for preſent con⸗ 


ſumption, to be exported to foreign coun- 


tries, but very wiſely and providentially 
kept 1 it at home, 


Joſeph was certainly entitled, for ſuch 
ſalutary advice, to all the favour and pro- 
tection which the king could poſſibly be- 
ſiow on him. Accordingly we find, that 
Pharaoh conſidered his merit, and reward- 
ed it. And he ſaid unto Yoſeph, Foraſmuch 
as God hath ſhewed thee all this, there 15 
none fo diſcreet and wiſe as thou art. 


Thou ſhalt be over my houfe, and only in 


the throne will I be greater than thou. 
And Pharaoh took off his ring from bis 
band, and put it upon Foſeph's hand, and 


arrayed bim in veſtures of fine linen, and 


put a gold chain about his neck. And he 
made him to ride in the ſecond chariot which 


be bad; and they cried before him, B 0 


the nee b and be made him 7 298 over all - 


the land of Egypt. 
Behold, 
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Behold, then, this favourite of the s#RM, 
1 — 3 | a # i, 
Almighty, not only releaſed from a ſtate wy 


of ignominy and contempt, put ad. 


vanced to the higheſt rank: ſecond in 


honour and dignity to the exalted prince 
of a noble and extenſive kingdom; the 


guardian and protector of a whole peo- 


ple. We ſhall find, as we advance in 
the hiſtory, that pleaſures Rill greater 
than any which power and ſplendor 
can beſtow were reſerved for him. In 
the mean time, from what we have 
already heard, we have reaſon to con- 
clude, that the gracious Prividence of 
God worketh every day, and every hour, 
unſeen perhaps and unacknowledged, 


for the defence and preſervation of the 


righteous. Never let the good and vir- 
tuous mind ſink under the burthen of 
preſent affliction, for God will always 
make it the foundation of future hap- 
pineſs. If, like Joſeph, we reſiſt evil, 


it 


. OP 
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SERM. it will flee from us. If we confide in the 
— Moſt High, he will never leave nor for- 
| fake us, but will, with the affliction, 
make a way for us to eſcape from the 
gloomy abodes of grief, ſhame, and ſor- 
row, to the manſions of honour, plea- 


ſare, and felicity. 


i a 


46 


SERMON II. 


GENESIS XXXIX. 2. 
The Lord was with Nb. 


os EP H, whom in my two laſt diſ- 


SER. 
III. 


courſes we have accompanied thro' HH 


a variety of diſtreſſes and temptations, 
was now, by the gracious providence of 
God, delivered from all his ſorrows and 
misfortunes, and exalted to the higheſt 
ſtate of happineſs which his ambition 
could wiſh for or deſire; the favourite of 


a grateful ſovereign, the admiration of a 


powerful, obl:ged, and united people: 


his honours and preferments, gained not 


by the fervile arts of adulation, fraud, or 
chicanery, but acquired by real merit, 
Dh and 
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and conferred on him with univerſal * 


probation. Happy was the king that 
had ſuch a miniſter, and ſtill happier 
that nation which had ſuch a guide and 
protector. 


Joſeph, who did not, as miniſters tod 
often do, think himſelf at liberty to ſa- 
crifice every thing to his own intereſt 
and advantage, was thoroughly ſenſible 
of the weight and importance of the 
truſt repoſed in him. He acted like an 
honeſt and an upright patriot, faithful 
to the maſter who employed him, and 


anxious for the preſervation of the people 
committed to his care. In the feven 
years of plenty, when the corn was ga- 


thered as the Sand of the fea, he laid it up 
in the ſtorehouſes which he had prepared 


for that purpoſe. He would noe, ac I 


before obſerved to you, ſuffer it to be 
exported, as it 7 had formerly 
1 48 been, 


% 
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been, into foreign countries, but kept it 
at home, well-knowing that when the 
famine which he had foretold ſhould 
come, there would be a great and preſſing 
demand for it. At the end of the ſeven 
years, that dreadful calamity which he 
had predicted did actually ſucceed, and 
the dearth was in all lands, Then did the 
Egyptians fully experience the judgment 
and prudence of Joſeph, who poured 
balm into their wounds, and ſoftened all 
their calamities. Whilſt every nation 
around them was ſinking under the miſ- 
fortune, they were ſatisfied with abun- 
dance, and in the lend of Egypt, ſays the 
ſcripture, there was bread, They had 
not only enough for themſelves, but 
were able alſo to ſupply their indigent 
| neighbours. Thus may the wiſdom and 
integrity of one truly great man' reſtore 
a ſinking nation: thus may he even 
convert misfortunes into bleſſings, and 

| render 


48 On the Hiftory of Yoſeph; | 
RM. render that evil, which threatened ruin 
—_—' a deſtruction, productive of benefit and 
advantage to them. Al countries, ſays 
the hiſtory, came into Egypt to Joſeph for 
fo buy corn; a circumſtance which we 
ſhall ſee was of more conſequence to Jo- 
ſeph than every thing which had gone 
before it. For after all that can be faid 
in favour of public ſplendor, honours, 
fame, affluence, and every external mark 
of felicity, true happineſs is perhaps only 
to be found within the narrow circle of 
private life, and the ſweet endearments 
of domeſtic affection. Raiſed as Joſeph 
was to ſo ſuperior an eminence, God 
had yet in ſtore for him a bleſſing far 
preferable to any which he had ever 
beſtowed on him. The fight of his 
aged father was a nobler ſpeCtacle than 
| the moſt gorgeous palace could furniſh ; 
and the dinner with which he enter- 
tained his brethren, was doubtleſs, to 
him, 


15 
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him; a more exquiſite feaſt than all the 


dainties which Pharaoh's court could 


ever have offered him. 5 


Let us then turn back our eyes on 


now for the ſpace of thirteen years, 
lamented in anguiſh and deſpair the ſup- 


the poor, aged, unhappy Jacob, who had 


poſed death of his beloved Joſeph ; when 


behold a public calamity aroſe to increaſe 


and embitter pri vate diſtreſs. The famine 


vas ſore in the land of Canaan : even that 


# 


land which had flowed with milk and 


honey, was now poor and deſtitute, This, 
no doubt, greatly afflicted / the aged 
Patriarch; for thoſe who have been uſed 
to affluence and proſperity, are always 
the moſt impatient under penury and 


ſorrow; and nothing ſo embitters preſent 


diſtreſs, as this grating remembrance of 


paſt felicity. Little, doubtleſs, did Ja- 
cob think that ſo ſevere a judgment 


£ Vor. I. E | would 
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would prepare the _ for his furues 


happineſs. 


Very often doth it happen unto us, 


as it did unto Jacob; we arraign and 


condemn the providence of God, even at 
the very time when it is ſecretly work- 
ing for our good. We are told, that as 
ſoon as Jacob heard the welcome news 


bat there was corn in Egypt, he immedi- 
ately called his ſons together, and diſ- 


patched them with money to purchaſe, 
as ſoon as poſſible, that neceſſary and 
much-wanted commodity, keeping be- 
hind only his youngeſt ſon Benjamin, 'to 
commune with and comfort him in their 
abſence. They obeyed the orders of their 
father, and ſet out upon their journey. 


Joſeph, we muſt here call to mind, 
had, with his new dignity, aſſumed the 


new name alſo of Zaphnath Paa-neah; a 


name 


* 


— 
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name given him by Pharaoh, and ligni-. 
ficant of his important office, meaning, 
according to the received interpretation, 
his prime miniſter. To Zaphnath Paa- 
neah then, a name utterly unknown to 
them (and which accounts amongſt other 
reaſons, for their not remembering him) 
Jacob's ſons were directed to apply, as 
to the only perſon who could relieve 
| them, the adminiftration of affairs being 
entirely 1 in his hands. And Foſe ph's bre- 
| thren came, ſays the ſcripture, and bowed 
down themſelves before him 1275 th their faces 
to the earth, How viſible is the finger 
of God in this whole tranſaction how 
doth it verify the obſervation of the 
inſpired writer in the words of my text, 
that the Lord was with Jeſepb, direfting 
every incident, and guiding every event 
towards the increaſe of his honour, and 
the advancement of his happineſs. 'T} hoſe 
who had ſo cruelly and deſpitefully d uſed 
Ea. him, 


52 On the 2 of Yoſeph 


$BRM, him, are now intreating his favour, and 
ww ſuing for his protection (they bowed them- 
ſelves down before him) Thus, by a train 

of extraordinary circumſtances, ſuffici- 
ently pointing out the interpoſition of 
Divine Providence, was the prophetic 
dream of Joſeph miraculouſly fulfilled: 

His brethren bowed down befere bim ; 

thoſe cruel and unnatural brethren, who 
imagined they had reduced him to the 

loweſt ſtate of ſervitude, were now ſup- 

pliant at his feet, relying entirely on 

his will, and totally dependent on his 


bounty. And this, my brethren, is a 
triumph which frequently awaits, even 
m this world, on the good and virtuous, 
1 Thoſe vrho have perſecuted and oppreſſed 
others, are, by the providence of God, 

which ſo ordains it, obliged, by a reverſe 
of fortune, to repent of their ill treatment, 

and to bow down before thoſe they have 
injured, Such may ever be the fate of 


1 ; 2 ; : 11 1 #1 

1 , : 

| | the 
= - F 4 Te . ' 4 Y 

. a 


— — . moons -oeraryrunere: gms, — - 


— — 


7-4 > 
J 
— ——— —_ 
3 


On the 2 of Joſeph. $3 


the proud and cruel; who perſbieute and 

oppreſs; and ſuch it undoubtedly | will 
be, either i in this life, or in that which 
is to come. We are told, Joſe ph knew 
his brethren, but they knew not him. It is, 


Indeed, ſcarce probable, that after ſo long 


an abſence, his perſon, circumſtances, 
name, every thing ſo altered, they could 


have recollected him; and it is almoſt as 


improbable, all things conſidered, that be 
ſhould not remember them. He who in- 
flicts the wound, may never think of it 
after it is given; but he Who receives, 
will generally carry with him ſuch im- 
preſſions of it, as cannot eaſily be for- 


gotten. At ſuch a time, what muſt 


have been the emotions, the tender feel- 
ings, and ſituation of ſuch a heart as 
Joſeph's! Love and fear, furpr iſe and 
aſtoniſhment; all thoſe mingled paſſ ions 


at once ſurrounding him, how wonderful N 


was his preſence of mind on the occaſion! 
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knn, He was e reſolved to delay the diſcovery of 
2 himſelf to a more Proper oppoftunity; 


„ 


he aſſumes ſuſpicions therefore which 
he had not, the better to conceal thoſs 
Which he bad; and told them that they 
were ſpies, come 70 fee the nakedneſs of the 


land; a ſuppoſition which, if we conſider 
the ſituation of the country, might be 


admitted with the utmoſt propriety, * as 

that part of Egypt, Which bordered' on 

Canaan, and that only, laid open to in- 
, vaſion, fo that they might have taken 
| this opportunity | of ſeeing. whether 'fa- 
mine had ſo reduced Egypt, as to render 
her an eaſy prey to an ambitious neigh- 
bour. This ſuſpicion naturally produced 
that explanation which Joſeph wanted; 
when they replied to it, that they were all 
fons of one father ; a circumſtance ſoffi- 
cient to convince him that they came 
on no bad deſi ign, as it would have been 


highly abſurd to „ "that any one 
| man 


1 1 
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man wonld ſend all his family on ſo 
hazardous an enter prize. He then queſ- 
tions them ſeverely. about their younger 
brother, and chreatens to keep them all 
there till he came. His moſt ſolicitous 
enquiry: after his favourite Benjamin 
gives us indeed room to imagine that 
Joſephs ſtrongly ſuſpected them of ſome 
unfair practiſes with regard to him. He 
might well, indeed, ſuppoſe, that the 
ſame cruel diſpoſition of which he had 
| himſelf felt the fatal effects, might have 
prompted. them to ſome attack on 4 life 
alſo: he inſiſts, therefore, on their fetch- 
ing him immediately, and in the mean 
time orders them into ſtrict confinement. 


A treatment thus apparently ſevere had 
the effect which might be expected; 
filled them immediately with reflections 
which they had not for a long time en- 
tertained. It was now above thirteen 
E 4 years 
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years ſince they had ſold Joſeph inte 
Egypt, and during all that time they had, 
perhaps, never thought about him: but 
they were now themſelves on the point 
of being reduced to the ſame ſtate, and 
on the ſame ſpot too, even in the land 
of Egypt. Every thing conſpired to call 
to their minds the heinouſneſs of their 
offence, and to point out the juſtice of 
the impending puniſhment ; and they ſaid 
one to another, we are verily guilty con- 
cerning our brother, in that we ſaw the 
anguiſh of his ſoul when be beſaught us, 
and we would not bear; therefore is this 
difereſs come upon us. Nothing could be 
more ſtriking, or more natural, than this 
reflection. But affliction is, indeed, the 


beſt of maſters: when misfortune comes 


upon ourſelves, then, and ſeldom till then, 
do we begin to feel for the calamities of 
others. Whilſt fortune and friends ſmile 


upon us, whilſt pleaſure delights, luxury 
allur es, 


f 
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allures, and proſperity enervates, the can: | 
ſcience. is Julled into forgetfulneſa, the 
mind grows remiſs; and negligent of her 
duty, the heart looſes all its ſympathetic 


tenderneſs, and becomes inſenſible to the 
feelings of humanity: but no ſooner is 
the wholeſome. draught of affliction ad- 
miniſtered, than the ſoul awakens from 


its lethargy, the voice of conſcience is 


loud and clamorous, and the heart is 
again alive to every tender and delicate 


on our paſt actions, and when we are 
reproached from within, cry out with 
Joſeph's brethren, we bave been very guilty, 
and therefore is this difireſs come upon us. 


SF #3 
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Whilſt virtue remains to comfort, and 
in nocence to ſupport us, there are verx 
few dangers that can affright, very few 
calamities that can totally depreſs the 
heart; whilſt, on the other hand, nothing 


ſo 


! 
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ſomueli increaſes terror as gujlt, nothing 
fs much theitttiteris and ag grhwates miſ- 
fortune as the cbnſciouſneſs of having 
deferved it. Joſeph was ſold! to ſlavery, 
and dent to priſon: his honour and inte- 


grity, the inward complacency and ſatiſ- 


faction always attendant on the pure and 


. uncortupted mind, enabled him to bear 


His Fafferings iwith firmneſs” and intre- 
pidity: but when his brethren were in 
trouble, guilt enhanced their ſorrow, and 


_ ay 


an we not then, from this circum- 
ſtantde, draw an uſeful admonition to our- 
ſelves? Should not their example alarm 
our ſelf- love, excite our compaſſion, and 


open bur hearts to a proper feeling of the 


\Urſtrefſes of our fellow- creatures? When 


the vor and deſtitute cry to us for ſue- 


"eur; when the ſick and the afflicted 
folie o. our ait and protection, let us 
8 | liſten 
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liſten to their priyers, "giv give ear to their e 
complaints, and endeavour to Felieve 2 


them; and, above all, let us be kindly 
affectioned to thoſe of our owh hoaſhold, 
Let no ill: founded jealouſy and animo- 
ſities be ſuffered to loòſen the bonds of 
nature, or break the ties df kindred ad 
relation; always remembering, that if we 
are cruel, hard-hearted, cold and inſen- 

ſible to others, we muſt expect, in our 
turn, to find them one day the ſame to- 
wards zs : that aſſiſtance which we Will 
not lend we may be obliged to borrow, 
and be denied that pity which we refüſe 
to give. We muſt not expect that God 
will always acquit us, as he did the bre- 
thren of Joſeph; who were ſpared, not 

for their ow? ſakes, but | for his, (tobe 
ſummoned, no doubt, after that, to a 
bigher tribunal,” where their behaviour 
will be ſtricly [enquired into, and de- 
e rewarded.) When the brethren 
made 


[4 
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„ made the reflection now before us, little, 
ve may imagine, did they ſuſpect that the 


object of it was ſo near them. Joſeph, 
who had purpoſely ſpoken by an inter- 
preter to conceal ' himſelf, over- heard, 
-and was ſo moved by it, that he was 
obliged to withdraw for a time, and vent 
| the anguiſh. of his mind in a flood of 
tears: He turned about, ſays the ſcrip- 
ture, from them and wept. Nothing can 
be more tender and affecting than this 
eircumſtance: indeed, in ſuch a ſituation, 
it was impoſſible to act in any other 
manner. Ve are verily guilty, ſaid they, 
cuncerning our brother. This was the very 
acknowledgment which he wiſhed them 
to make: but it was, at the ſame time, 
-an, acknowledgment which, from ſuch 
brethren, he could hardly have expected: 


his tears, therefore, were tears of joy. 
Nature, that rouſed the emotion, did, 
herſelf, quickly releaſe him from the 

7 diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs of it: be turned about from them 62 


and wept, This unburthened his full 
heart, and gave him the opportunity, in 
a few moments, to return and acquaint 
them with his final reſolution ; ; which 
was, that Simeon muſt remain an hoſtage 
till they came back, and brought Benja- 
min with them; he 700k froin them Simeon, 


and bound bim before their eyes. Reuben 


had, we may remember, proteſted ſtrongly 


againſt the murder of Joſeph, and pro- 


bably contributed to the preſervation of 


his life : Simeon, therefore, as the eldeſt 


of thoſe who threw him into the pat, 
was the moſt proper object of Joſeph's 
ſhort-lived reſentment, and accordingly 
remained a priſoner in Egypt. We muſt 
now accompany the brethren back to 

their native land, and remark the recep- 
tion which they met with from their 


anxious father, which will bring on the 


affecting cataſtrophe of this whole pa- 


thetic - 


62, On the Hifory of Joſeph. , 


SBRM. thetic and intereſting relation ; whence 
I ſhall take occaſion to draw ſuch uſeful 
and inſtructive inferences as, I flatter my 


U A ae ae ee nn OOO _ 


ſelf, will deeply engage your attention, 
and at once fortify and improve thoſe re- 


| ſolutions which may be of the utmoſt 
ö ſervice to us in our future conduct. 
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The Lord was with Fojeph. 


N the concluſion of my laſt diſcourſe 


we left Joſeph's brethren on their re- 
turn to the land of Canaan, whither they 
were haſtening, with all poſſible expe- 
dition, to fetch Benjamin, and redeem 
Simeon, who was left as an hoſtage in 
Egypt, when a circumſtance happened 
which greatly terrified and alarmed them. 
As they ſtopped to bait on their jour- 
ney, behold, the money which they had 
carried with them to buy corn was re- 


ſtored to them; and every man's money was 
found in the mouth of his ſack, where it had 
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been focretly and purpoſely conveyed by 
order of Joſeph, who, we may imagine, 


thought it would have been an agreeable 


ſurpriſe to them: but they conſidered 
it in another light, as a premeditated de- 
ſign of the governor to accuſe them of 
fraudulent practices, and take the oppor- 
tunity of making them bondſmen and 
ſlaves; a groundleſs ſuſpicion, which 


they had no reaſon to entertain. But 


guilt is always timid, jealous, and alarm- 
ed; it is the curſe of the wicked to he 


9 


afraid where no fear is: they were fear- 


= of puniſhment, becauſe they knew 
that they had deſerved it; and. their 
frightened imagination ſuggeſted to them 
the worſt that could poſſibly happen. The 


conduct of Joſeph was indeed ſomething 
ſtrange. and myſterious, for which they 
could not eaſily account. Uncertain, 


however, and anxious for the event, they 
proceeded, on their journey, and ſoon ar- 
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rived 
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rived ſafely at the houſe of their father, 
acquainted him with every thing that 
had happened, and concluded, by re- 
queſting him to ſend their brother Ben- 
jamin back with them to Egypt. This 
was a ſevere ſtroke, which the afflicted 
Jacob little expected; he could not bear, 
at this time of life, thus to be deprived 
of every remaining comfort, and left 
childleſs and forlorn, in the extremity of 
old age. He expoſtulates with them in 
the tendereſt manner: Me, ſays he, have 
ye bereaved of my children: Yoſeph is not, 


aud Simeon is not, and ye Will take Ben- | 


jamin away. It was in vain to repreſent 
to him the neceſſity of returning with 
the younger to free the elder brother. 
When the mind is oppreſſed by a greater 
calamity, the leſs is ſcarce felt or re- 
garded. Reuben, however, who was the 


leaſt culpable, was probably, on that 
very account, the moſt bold and confi- 
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dent amongſt them; he promiſes his 
father, in the moſt ſolemn manner to 
reſtore Benjamin ſafely to him, and even 


offers up his own two ſons to be ſlain, 


if he did not perform it. Judah enforceth 
the arguments of Reuben, and gene- 
rouſly yields himſelf up as a ſurety: 17 7 
bring him not unto thee, ſays he, let me 
bear the blame for ever. The old man at 
length, prevailed on by their importu- 
nities, delivers his darling Benjamin into 
their hands, gives them more money for 
corn, together with ſeveral valuable pre- 
ſents for Joſeph, and, with a heavy heart, 


takes his ſecond leave of them, little hop- 


ing, perhaps, that he ſhould ever meet 
them all again: but the Lord, ever 
watchful over his choſen ſervants, had 
only ſunk him to this ſtate of miſery and 
deſpair, to give him the more exquiſite 
joy and pleaſure at their return. Thus 
doth our gracious Creator often try the 

patience, 
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patience, and depreſs the hearts, of his 
faithful ſervants, by the moſt bitter af- 


flictions, which are afterwards turned 


unto good, and rendered productive of 


greater and more perfect happineſs. 


Again, then, let us attend Joſeph's 
brethren to the court of Pharaoh, where 
the favourite of the Almighty no ſooner 


beheld his beloved Benjamin accompa- 
nying them, than he immediately gave 


orders for their reception, in ſuch a 


manner, as ſufficiently ſnewed how wel- 
come a gueſt they had brought along 


with them. As ſoon as they came into 
his preſence, he enquires with moſt ſo- 


licitous tenderneſs after their aged father, 
and then, turning towards Benjamin, ſa- 


lutes him in ſuch terms, as, no doubt, 
greatly aſtoniſhed the reſt of his brethren: 


God be gracious to thee my ſon! How 
muſt their admiration have been in- 


1 creaſed, 


SERM. 


70 On the Hiſtory of Joſcpb. 
SERM: creaſed, when, ſoon after, he ordered a 
— magnificent entertainment to be pro- 
vided, to which they were all invited! 
What could they think of his ranking 
them in order, according to their pre- 


cedency of birth, as if they had been 
long known to him ; and moreover, at 


the feaſt, ſignifying his peculiar affection 
to Benjamin, by ſending him, from his 
own table, five times as much as any 
of the reſt. This was the time when 
one ſhould naturally have expected Jo- 
ſeph would make himſelf known to his 


41 
- 


brethren: ſo fair an opportunity ſeemed, 
indeed, to promiſe it, nor was it without 
difficulty that Joſeph refrained ; for his 
bowels yearned towards his brother ; and he 
ſought where to reep; and entered into his 
chamber, and wept there. After recol- 
letting himſelf, he returns, and with 


the utmoſt coolneſs and deliberation, dif- 


| miſſes them, though far from a deſign of 
taking 
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taking his laſt leave, as we ſhall find by 


the ſequel; for he had previouſly ordered 


his ſteward, on their departure, not only 


to reſtore to every man his money, but 


withal to hide a filver cup in Benjamin's 
ſack, and after they had now got ſome 
way on their journey, to purſue and 


ſearch them, with an additional com- 
mand, that on the conviction of the 


ſuppoſed offender, the cup being found 


in his poſſeſſion, they ſhould all be 
brought back priſoners to the palace. 
Joſeph, we may imagine, had a mind to 
ſee how his favourite Benjamin would 
behave in ſo critical a ſituation; not 
without the further intention of once 
more trying the virtue and integrity of 


the reſt of his brethren, to put their 


honour, love, and affection, to the teſt, 


and prove whether they were worthy of 


that pardon and protection which he was 


going to beſtow on them 3 to ſee Whether » 
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SEEM. in this diſtreſsful criſis, they would ſtand 
S by their brother Benjamin, or give him 
up tamely on this falſe accuſation. They 
were, accordingly, all brought before Jo- 
ſeph, and Benjamin, though innocent, 
fo ſtrong were circumſtances againſt him, 
had nothing to plead in his defence. T his 
was a loud and powerful call upon Judah 
to fulfil the obligation which he had laid 
himſelf under to his father Jacob, of 
bringing Benjamin back ſafe into the 
land of Canaan, and becoming ſurety for 
his return: he therefore generouſly offers 
himſelf up to Joſeph, to remain a ſlave 
in Egypt, in the room of Benjamin, who 
was ſentenced to bondage for a crime 
which he had never committed: 7 pray 
thee, ſays he, let thy ſervant abide inſtead 
of the lad, a bond-man unto my Lord; and 
let the Iad go up with his brethren, This 
noble and truly affectionate conduct of 


Judah at once melted the tender heart of 
= the 
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the compaſſionate Joſeph, who forgat all 


the in uries he had formerly received, and 
reſolved immediately to diſcover himſelf, 


and to be reconciled to his brethren : the 


cries of nature became too loud and pre- 
vailing to be any longer ſtifled or re- 
preſſed, and therefore, without any fur- 
ther heſitation or delay, he ordered the 
reſt of the people to withdraw, and open- 


ed himſelf to them, in thoſe conciſe and 


moſt expreſſive terms, I am Yoſeph your 
brother, whom ye ſold into Egypt. 


It is not eaſy to conceive, by all the 
powers of fancy, a ſcene more intereſt- 
ing, a picture more ſtriking and agree- 
able than that which is now before us. 

The mild condeſcending dignity of ex- 
alted and injured; but at the ſame time 


reconciled and forgiving virtue, ſet in 


oppoſition to vice betrayed, abaſhed, de- 
baſed, and confounded: joy, tenderneſs, 
| and 


| 
1 
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and affeCtion, diffuſed over the features of 


the one; ſhame, ſurpriſe, fear, and aſto- 
niſhment, glowing in the countenances 


of the others, form, altogether, the fineſt 


- contraſt that imagination can well ſuggeſt, 


It was no wonder that his guilty brethren 


Were ſo Over powered as to be utterly in- 


capable of returning him any anſwer: 
They, ſays the hiſtory, ccald not anſwer 
him, for they were troubled at bis preſence, 
Well, indeed, might they be troubled at 
the unexpected preſence of one whom 
they had ſo deeply injured, and wha 


would, in all probability, take this op- 
portunity to reſent it, and to revenge 


himfelf upon them. No fight can be ſo 
dreadful to the guilty as the face of thoſe 
whom they have wronged; every look 
ſtabs. the heart with remorſe, every word 
alarms the accuſing. conſcience. But the 
kind and benevolent Joſeph quickly, re- 


leved their confuſion, and, inſtead of 
upbraiding | 
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upbraiding them for their paſt conduct, N 
attributed all to the gracious deſigns of — 


Providence, which had acted miraculouſly 
for their joint preſervation. I was not 
you, ſays he, that ſent me hither, but God. 
Nothing could be more elegant, tender, 
and pathetic. They had no alleviation or 
excuſe to plead, and he kindly ſupplies 
them with one: it was not you that ſent 
mie hither, but Ged. You were not to 
blame; you were only the paſſive inſtru- 
ments of his wiſdom, the kind executors 
of his divine will: and he fell upon bis 
brother Benjamin's neck, and kiſſed all his 
brethren, and wept over them. To admi- 
ration and reconcilement ſucceeded the 
tendereſt endearments of mutual tranſ- 
port and felicity ; tranſports which it 
is eaſier to conceive than to deſcribe, and 
which, perhaps, indeed, none can truly 
or properly conceive but thoſe who have 
themſelves experienced them. 

The 


76 On the Hiſtory of Yoſeph: 

The preſence. of one gueſt alone was 
wanting to crown this banquet of love 
and happineſs; a gueſt who wes eagerly 
defired, and therefore immediately ſought 
after by the affectionate Joſeph, who 
beſought his brethren to return as ſoon 
as poſſible, and. bring their aged father 
into Egypt, promiſing, at the ſame time, 
to provide a ſafe retreat and habitation | 
for them all in the land of Goſhen. 
Laden with honours and preſents of every 
kind, and ſtill more bleſſed by the ſur- 
prizing and welcome reconciliation, they 
returned a ſecond time, but in much 
better ſpirits . than at the firſt, into the 
land of Canaan, and carried Jacob news 
almoſt too aſtoniſhing to be believed by 
him. The tidings which they brought 
him of Joſeph's being yet alive, and in 
ſo exalted a ſtation, quite overcame him. 
Nature, enfeebled by age, was too weak 


to ſupport ſo powerful an attack, and 515 
| beart 
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heart fainted, ſays. the ſcripture, for he 


| believed them. not. As ſoon as he came to 
himſelf, his expreſſion was to the laſt 


degree affecting: he cries out, in a tranſ- 


port of joy, It is enough, Joſepb, my ſon, 


is yet alive; I will go and ſee bim before 


die. No ſooner was this reſolution 
made, than it was immediately put in 
execution: hey took their cattle and their 


goods and came into Egypt, Jacob and all 
his ſeed with him. Joſeph, who expected 


their arrival with impatience, prepared to 
meet them, and went up to Gofhen, and 
preſented himſelf to his father, and wept: on 
Lis neck, ſays the ſcripture, a good while, 
The meeting'on this occaſion was, doubt- 
leſs, to the laſt degree affectionate. But 
words are too weak to paint ſuch exqui- 
ſite ſenſations, the ſacred hiſtory, there- 
fore, which never ſays too much, ſays 


very little here, but that little moſt ex- 
cellently, concerning it: And Iſrael ſaid 


- unto 


IV. 


78 On the Hiſtory of Joſeph. 
| SERM. unte Foſepb, now let me die, fince I have 
5 | | — een thy face, becauſe thou art yet alive. 
| | The bleſſing was ſo great, and ſo unex- 

| pected, that it filled up, as it were, his 
"| whole ſoul, and left nothing more to be 
| wiſhed for or deſired, but to die poſſeſſed 
bl of it. 


4 Worldly enjoyments are, for the moſt 
i part, imperfect and unſatisfactory, only 
j1 urging us on to freſh purſuits and diſ- 
quietudes. There are notwithſtanding, 


| a few, and but a few, that are worthy of 


our ſearch, and reward our pain and 
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anxiety: theſe at once quiet and ſatisfy 
the mind; like a full and copious draught, 
1 they quench its thirſt, and leave it en- 
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tirely at reſt. Life is not then ſolicit- 
ouſly defired, for it hath nothing more 
deſirable to beſtow; but it is, on the 
other hand, rather to be feared, becauſe, 
though it cannot give, it can take away. 

The 
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- The good Patriarch, therefore, conſi- SERM. 
dered death only as ſetting a ſeal, upen 


his happineſs, | and putting it out of 
the power of fate to deprive him of it: 
Now let me Ale, ſays he, fince I have feen 
thy face. This natural and pathetic ex- 
clamation calls to mind that parallel in- 
ſtance, no leſs affecting, in the New 
Teſtament, Now letteft thou tby fer dane 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have ne 5 


ſalvation. 


In the ſhort remainder of this hiſtory 
we find that Joſeph put his father and 
his brethren into quiet poſſeſſion, of the 
land of Goſhen, where Jacob ſpent the 
evening of his life in pleaſure and proſ- 
perity. After living in the land of 


Egypt ſeventeen years, the good old Pa- 
triarch ſummoned his ſons together, and, 


in a prophetic ſpeech, explained to them 
all rheir fature fortunes, which were 


after war is 


80 On the Hiſtory of Foſeph. * 


| afterwards moſt exactly fulfilled; and 
[wins given them all his bleſſing, died 
at the age of a hundred-and-forty-ſeven 


years. 


Joſeph, whoſe gratitude to his royal 
maſter attached him ſtrongly to his ſer- 
vice, by the judicious managenent of 
his revenues, threw great power into the 
hands of his ſovereign, and made it a law 
over the land of Egypt, that Pharaoh 
ſhould have the fifth part of the produce 
of the whole kingdom, 


Nothing more is recorded of Joſeph, 
than that, after the death of his father 
Jacob, he removed all the ſuſpicions of 
reſentment which his brethren enter- 
tained, treated them to the Jaſt with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs and affection, and after 
many years of affluence and happineſs, 
died in Egypt, OM a hundred-and-ten 
years old, 

Thus 


: On the Hiſtory of Foſeph. 81 
Thus endeth this excellent, intereſting _ 
and pathetic hiſtory. Various are the in- 
ſtructions, and moſt uſeful the reflections 
which may be drawn from it; but, as I 
have already made ſeveral remarks | in the 
courſe of my illuſtrations of it, I ſhall 
conclude the whole with the following 
ſhort deductions. 


And firſt then, from this hiſtory, as a 
people, we may learn, that private vir- 
tue is the beſt ſupport of public happi- 
neſs; that chaſtity, temperance, frugali- 
ty, and the moral ſocial affections, con- 
tribute, in a great meaſure to eſtabliſh 
the character of an able ſtateſman, and 
an upright miniſter; that he who beſt 
knows how to ſubdue his own paſſions, 
will beſt lead and direct thoſe of others; 
that God will always aſſiſt the faithful 
ſervant in the diſcharge of his truſt; 
Vor. . ö that 
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that the Lord will be with him, and make 
all that he doth to proſper in his hand. 


Secondly, as individuals, we may learn, 
that the eye of Divine Providence is over 
all things, always active and vigilant for 
the preſervation of the righteous ; ſo in- 
fluencing and directing the actions of 
men, as by ſecret and unſeen ways, to 


fulfill its own unerring purpoſes, to re- 


ward the good, and to puniſh the evil- 
doer. | 


Thirdly, From this let the wicked and 
malicious, who, hke Joſeph's brethren, 
take pleaſure in afflicting and perſecuting 
their fellow-creatures, be taught, that 
they muſt not always expect to paſs un- 
diſcovered and unpuniſhed ; that there is 


a ſupreme power who can turn all their 
evil into good, which can make them to 


repent of their iniquity, to feel thoſe 
/ | mif- 


* 
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misfortunes which they had themſelves 


SERM. 
IV. 


inflicted, and to bend beneath that power www 


which they had deſpiſed, and that inno- 
_ cence which they had oppreſſed. 


Laſtly, and above all, To this inſtruc- 
tive page of ſacred hiſtory, let the good 
and virtuous apply for comfort and re- 
lief under all their calamities. Whilſt 
the example of Joſeph is before us, never 
let virtue and piety deſpair. God will 
always defend his faithful ſervants, extri- 
cate them from all difficulties, arm them 
againſt all temptations, free them from 
every danger, and, in oppoſition to all 
the fruitleſs attemps of envy, malice, ha- 
tred, and ingratitude, deliver them from 


pain, ſorrow, and adverſity, and reward 


them with peace and ſerenity here, with 
everlaſting Joy and happineſs hereafter. 
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GENESIS I. 27. 
God created man in his own image. 


S the hiſtory of the Creation, deli- 
vered down to us in the inſpired 


writings, is on all accounts fitted to raiſe 
our wonder and aſtoniſhment, our praiſe 
and admiration of the great author of it; 


ſo nothing, perhaps, could more forcibly 


ſtrike the attentive mind, or fill it with 


greater ſatisfaction, than to mark the 
gradual ſcale of beings, as they roſe into 


exiſtence; to trace the ſpirit of God 


moving over the face of nature, diffuſing 
itſelf by flow degrees through the whole 
maſs of things, and riſing from the ani- 

” Pf coed muaate 


SERM. 
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SERM. mate and inanimate creation, to the form- 

wv ation of its laſt and greateſt work, a crea- 
ture framed after the image of its Maker. 

What but ineffable goodneſs could prompt 
a Being incapable of all additional hap- 
pineſs, and bleſt in the enjoyment of his 
own perfections, to call us from a ſtate 
of annihilation to light and life? But 
to ſtamp his own image alſo, to imprint 
his own divine nature on this work of his 
hands, was an inſtance of tranſcendent 
love and benevolence which we could 


. 
not deſerve, and which we can never 


repay. 


Let us look back, then, with eyes of ad- 
miration, and hearts full of gratitude and 
obedience, on the happy ſtate of man, as 
he came out of the hands of his Creator, 
with the character of the Deity ſtrongly 

impreſſed upon him, a body ſpotleſs and 
unpolluted, an underſtanding capable of 
the 


On Human Nature. 89 


the ſublimeſt truths, and a knowledge of SERM. | 
every thing but fin. From the virtue, WG 


the happineſs, the perfection of our firſt 
parents, to the vice, the weakneſs, and 
the decay of their poſterity, ls, we muſt 
OWN, A melancholy tranſition; we are no 
longer the image, but the poor unſub- 
ſtantial ſhadow of our Maker; yet from 
this maimed and imperfect ſtate, a re- 
flecting mind may till trace out the art 
of the ſculptor: though the beauties of 
the picture may be ſullied, or the colours 
effaced by the injuries of time, yet the 
features are too diſtinctly marked, the 
whole adorned with too much harmony 
and proportion not to ſtrike the eye 
with an admiration of the hand that 
drew it. | 


There are ſome prejudices inherent-in 
our frame, and interwoven with our con- 
ſtitution, which the good would not, and 

1 


90 On Human Nature. 


SERM. the bad connot part with: amongſt theſe, 
wa a fondneſs, a regard, and a veneration for 
the frame, the grandeur, the dignity of 

our own beings, may perhaps merit the 

firſt place: I am ſure, to hold them in 
contempt, is to weaken what we ought 

to defend; for to undervalue the gift, Ty 


to reflect on the giver. The man who 
thinks ſuperior rank and title no grace 
or ornament to his family, will not be- 
| lieve he is, in any manner, bound by his 
actions to ſupport the honour of it; and 
he who deſpiſes human nature, will, I 
fear, contribute little himſelf towards its 


dignity or improvement. 


The heathen world placed all their 
true and rational enjoyment of preſent 
bliſs, and all their uncertain hopes of 
future happineſs, in acting up to the 
dignity of human nature, which they 
thought * of being by virtue ex- 

alted 
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alted into the divine; and in purſuance SERM... 


of this opinion, we ſee, thoſe kings and — | 
lawgivers, thoſe fathers and deliverers of 


their country, whom they reverenced and 
eſteemed while living, when dead they 
worſhipped and adored, 


As the light of the Goſpel had not yet 


appeared to guide and direct their ſteps, 
as revelation had not diſcovered to them 
the knowledge of the true God, it was 
by no means to be wondered at, that 
Reaſon ſhould point out to them the fair- 
eſt images and moſt exact repreſentatives 
of him, as the proper objects of their 
adoration: | 


But if the pride and ſelf-ſufficiency of 
the ancients, if the ſtoic enthuſiaſm did 
perhaps inſpire men with too high an 
opinion of a nature, which, with all its 
boaſted 4 privileges had little title to per- 


fection, 


V. 


SERM. 
. 
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fection, yet have the modern and more 
enlightened ages of Chriſtianity fallen 
into a worſe extreme, by an utter con- 
tempt aud diſregard of it. Human nature 
has, for a long time, been the conſtant 
mark at which the ſullen and diſcon- 
tented have aimed; the pen of the ſa- 
tyriſt, and the wit of the declaimer, have 
been employed to brand it with infamy 
and diſgrace, to degrade man to the 
meaneſt claſs of beings, and ſink him even 


below the animal creation, 


In vindication, therefore, of that reli- 
gion we profeſs, and that nature which, 


as we all partake of, we ought all to love, 


to honour, and to defend, let us turn our 
eyes a little on the bright ſide of it; let 


us not deſpair of tracing out the image 


of God in man; and to this end we will 
conſider him at preſent only in regard to 
thoſe three glorious attributes of the 

©, | Deity, 
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Deity, wherein the reſemblance is more 
immediately viſible; his power, his know- 
ledge, and his goodneſs. 


God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created be him, ſays Moſes 
and immediately he ſubjoins, and God ſaid, 
have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, and 
over the fowls of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
He gave him dominion over every thing ; 
a dominion which, though forfeited by 
the ſin of our firſt parents, was yet gra- 


ciouſly continued to their . poſterity ; 


though it was reſtrained and limited, 
yet was it not utterly loſt : God, in his 
mercy, has thought fit ſtill to preſerve 
to man that empire which he at firſt ap- 
pointed him; though we ſinned againſt 
him, and were no more worthy to be 


called his ſons, yet has he not withdrawn 


his patrimony ; man ſtill retains his ſove- 
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reignty over the creation, and every thing 
is put in ſubjection under him. But to 
what do we owe this power, to what are 
we indebted for this glorious ſuperiority, 
but to the ſecond thing I purpoſed to 
conſider, our knowledge. 


Was the underſtanding of man once 
removed or diminiſhed, his power would 
ſtand on a very weak and tottering foun- 
dation: human knowledge, though when 
compared to the great fountain of wiſdom 
it ſhrinks into a point ſcarce diſcernible, 
is ſurely a field of a noble extent, and 
abounding with infinite variety. The 
mind of man 1s capable of the ſublimeſt 
truths, is able to raiſe itſelf above the air 
by which it is ſurrounded, and the world 
it inhabits, to ſeek a fitter manſion, and 
point out the place of its nativity : cir- 
cumſcribed as it 1s within its preſent 
bounds, who ſhall determine its height, 
| 8 
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when none ever yet arrived at the fum- sRBAU. 
mit. We complain of the narrowneſs f 
the circle, yet whoever touched the cir- 
cumference of it? Who ſhall determine 


it impoſſible for God to endue a mind 
with qualities even far above all we have 
yet ever ſeen or known? What may we 
not expect where there is infinite wiſdom 
to contrive, and infinite power to execute? 


Thus clothed with majeſty and power, 
and adorned with wiſdom and knowledge, 
man may ſeem no unworthy repreſen- 
tative, no poor or contemptible image 
of his Creator; but when we proceed 
to the great and diſtinguiſhing characte- 
riſtic of the Deity, his Goodneſs, how 
defective ſhall we find him, how mean a 
copy, how unlike to the divine original! 7 
Power and Knowledge may ſubſiſt in the 

world without Goodneſs; and hourly 
experience convinces us, that the moſt 


— 


1 | exalted 
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exalted and the moſt intelligent are not 
always the beſt of men: though to be 
good is indeed to be really powerful; to 
be virtuous, truly wiſe. The juſtice of 
God manifeſted itſelf in the puniſhment 
of the firſt man, by the loſs of that power 
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and knowledge, in ſearch of which he ſa- 
crificed his innocence; and the moment 
man ceaſed to be good, he ceaſed to be 
powerful, to be wiſe, and to be happy. 


But tho' the goodneſs of man was of ſo 
ſhort a duration, that of God was ſtill 
immutable. By the crime of our firſt 
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parents, the whole race of mankind was 
made ſubject to ſin and death; and, in 


proceſs of time, ſo effaced was the image 
of the Creator, that ſcarce could the leaſt 
feature or likeneſs of the father be traced 
out in his poſterity. When God, out of 
his infinite mercy and benevolence, was 
pleaſed once more to ſhew himſelf to 
| mankind 
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mankind in the perſon of his beloved Son, 
to preſent us with a fairer copy and tran- 


ſcript of himſelf, he ſent Chriſt in the 


_ brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image 


of his perſon. With this light to guide 
and direct, this example to influence and 
adorn it, human nature ſeemed reſtored 


to its former dignity and luſtre, to re- - 


aſſume 1 its native charms, and ſhine once 
more in its original beauty; and indeed, 


in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, though - 


galled by adverſity, cruſhed by the op- 
preſſive hand of power, and groaning | 


under chains and perſecution, it broke 


through the cloud of misfortunes, and. 
amazed mankind with that noble con- 


ſtancy and reſolution, that ſteady per- 
ſeverance in the cauſe of Chriſt and his 


religion, which appeared in the primitive 
ſaints and martyrs. By degrees indeed 


this zeal abated, this glorious warmth 0 


decayed, and men returned again from 
Vol. I. H the 
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SERM, the thor ny and difficult road of virtue, to 
{Sl the ſmoother paths of vice and folly ; but, 


thanks to God, in all ages and nations 
there have not been wanting ſome to 
ſtem the torrent of impiety; and though 
it muſt be confeſſed we are degenerated 
from the virtue, the goodneſs, and the 
piety of our forefathers, yet let us not 
deſpair; in arts and ſciences things we 
know have lain hid for a long ſeries of 
time, which have at length been diſco- 
vered; and why then may not virtue and 
religion, which have been concealed and 
buried, break forth amongſt us with freſh 
luſtre, and ſhine with more diſtinguiſhed 
glory ? Why may not the image of God 
be again traced out in the mind of man? 
Let us look for it in the preſent, let us 
hope for it from the riſing generation. . 


That man then was created in the 


image of God, and that he till retains 
this 
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this divine fimilitude, is a truth which 
ſcripture has aſſerted, and reaſon and ex- 
perience do, I hope, ſufficiently confirm: 


in the remainder of this diſcourſe, there- 
fore, I ſhall endeavour: to point out to 
you, in what manner a thorough convic- 
tion of it may be of ſervice to us in our 
life and manners. | 


And firſt, then, It is incumbent on us 
to have a good opinion of ourſelves, and 
of the dignity of our nature; to conſider 


whom we repreſent, and ſhew our gra- 
titude to him; to maintain our rank of 


reaſonable beings, and not by our vices 


and our luſts degrade ourſelves to brutes. 


In the works of human artiſts, the moſt 


diſtant likeneſs of thoſe we love, is ſure 


to meet with our approbation; how, then, 


if we really love God, ought we to ad- 
mire the picture of him drawn by his 


own hand, and repreſented to us in the 
„ Ha „ 
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lovelieſt | colours 25 Though we do not, 


with the church of Rome, bow down to 


and worſhip, yet doubtleſs ought we to 


reverence and eſteem the image of God 
in our fellow- creatures. Let us not then 


look always through the wrong end of 
the perſpective, magnify the faults and 


/ blemiſhes, diminiſh and ſet at a diſtance 


the virtues of men; but rather, like 


ſkilful painters, conceal the deformities, 
and only expoſe to view the perfections 
of human nature. | 


Secondly, We mult all remember, that 
it is not in the body, but in the ſoul, 
in the more refined and ſpiritual part, is 
placed our chief reſemblance to God: 


let this teach us, therefore, not to value 


ourſelves on the external qualities and 


: perfections of our bodies, not on youth, 


ſtrength, or beauty, but on works of 
charity, Patience, and benevolence ; ; det 
us 
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us improve and imprint ſtronger on our- 


ſelves this image of God ; let us meditate 
, purſue, and copy after, the divine 


2 till we tranſplant them one by 
one into our own ſouls; till we are 
Pure as he 1s pure. And here it may not 
be improper to obſerve, that of all the 


marks of ſimilitude between the creature 


and the Creator, there is not a more 


diſtinguiſhing one than that which God 
has pleaſed to impart to us, of hiseternal 


exiſtence: the ſoul of man is not as pure, 


as wiſe, or as powerful, but it is as im- 
mortal as the author of it: a glorious 


happineſs this to the good, a dreadful 


warning to the wicked, that if we do 
not make it our glory and our pleaſure 
to imitate him in this life, it muſt be our 
miſery and our torment in the next. 


Thirdly, If men are the images of God, 


let it teach us to behave towards them 


wap 
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with that reſpect. and kindneſs, that 


tenderneſs and affection, which we owe | 


to them as brethren, and which are due 


to their noble extraction. Doubtleſs God 
made us with a deſign to love what he 


loves; to be like him, active, gene- 
rous, and beneficent. The conſideration 


| of this ſhould influence all ranks and all 


degrees of men, high and low. Let it 
add to the . tenderneſs of the parent for 
his offspring, that his children are not 
only the image of himſelf, but of God 
allo; let it add to the zeal of the magiſ- 
trate, to reflect that thoſe committed to 
his care, and dependent on his protec- 
tion, are the copies of that great magiſ- 
trate, who cheriſhes, loves, and protects 
us all; let it repreſs the pride of the rich 


man, that the poor is as much the! image 


of God as himſelf, and be therefore that 
opprefſeth the poor, reproacheth his Mater; 
let it correct the inſolence of the maſter, 

4 : to 
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to call to mind that the flave he tramples SERM. - 
on and deſpiſes, is the image, and per- WY 
haps a far better one than himſelf, of 

one common Lord and Maſter, the Crea- ... 
tor of them both. When God forbids 2 Y 
the crime of murder, and denounces 3 

| vengeance againſt it, it is ſaid, Whoſo 3 
ſheddeth man's blood, by man fhall bis blood  X 
be ſbed; and the reaſon immediately fol- _ 
lows z for in the bs f God made be _ 


man. 


Let the princes and great ones of the 
world then, who ſacrifice millions to 
the wantonneſs of power and ambition, 
whilſt they impiouſly call on God for 
ſucceſs and victory, remember it is bis _ * 
ſons whom they oppreſs, bis * whom 
they deſtroy. 


Laſtly, Let this great truth convince * ==. 
thoſe whom fortune and titles have ex: 
H4 _—_——— 
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alted t toa . rank, that nothing but 


virtue can beſtow true nobility; that 


there is in human nature no real pre- emi- 


nence but that of goodneſs; that all men, 
in all other things, once were and will 
ſoon again be on a level; that an hour 


muſt one day come, and a place muſt be 
viſited, when and where, without the 


leaſt regard to title, rank or profeſſion 


Bere, every man will meet with that re- 


ward which he deſerves, when God the 


father ſhall reward thoſe.only of his ſons, 


who, as he created them in his image, 


have made it the buſineſs of their lives to 
preſerye that divine ſimilitude. 


T7 » Fl "FE Fe * 
3 2 * wes * 
2 
#F 
w 
* 8 4 * * 
"I g 
* 4 * * 
Fs 2 
. WR. 
* 
4 
- * : 
, — 
— 3 * 
= * + 
* ; a 
rh * 
. 4 * 
6 4 5 - 
4 * 
; 7 
* 
* - . 
Y ; * * . 
* 
” 
- 
. , 
4 ” 
as * . 
4 : 
5 3 
% 
* 
* 
% 
_ 
% % 
„ 
- 
* 
© * 


O a 


1 


A FF LICVTI O N. 


” 4 * * 
. oy * wh * 
. \ 8 * 
- "Fu . * 
- 1 ” 


" PI", WL =" Y vs aha 8 . 1 £ * 4 P - * , " cal 8 y 2 0 & 4 " 4 
\ n 2 * 1 15 - A . _ : . * 8 
PPP 4 . * — — EIT — 2 — —— 7 er et nn A EIN ,. en 3 9 — wh 0 neg r * — - — —<d + — — — 


SERMON VL 


ECCLESõ. VII. 3. 


Sorrow is better than laughter, for by the 


' ſadneſs of the' countenance the heart is 


made better. 


OLOMON, the ſuppoſed author 
of the Book of Eccleſiaſtes, though 
exalted to the higheſt rank of human life, 


and placed on the throne of Iſrael, was no 


ſtranger to ſorrow and affliction, but had 
experienced no doubt their advantages, 
which with the utmoſt gratitude he doth, 
in the words of my text, fairly and can- 


didly acknowledge: he had toiled thro' 


| the whole round of pleaſure, had in- 


dulged himſelf in the unlimited gratifi- 


VI. 


— 
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. cation of all his wiſhes and deſires, and 


wo gien the reins to every paſſion: the 
natural conſequence of this indulgence 


was that which will always ariſe from 
ſuch a conduct, the melancholy confeſſion ; 
which he himſelf makes, that all was. 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit, He begins 
at laſt to recollect his ſcattered reaſon, to 
| be ſtruck with the conviction of his folly, 
and pierced with the conſciouſneſs of his 
guilt; he quits therefore with eagerneſs, 
thoſe ſcenes of mirth and gaiety which 
+ © grew irkſome and diſagreeable, and flies 
for relief to thoſe which one would not 
at firſt imagine could beſtow it, to ſcenes 
of miſery and diſtreſs, and concludes, 
from the inward ſatisfaction that he felt, 
and the ſolid advantages which he had 
received from them, that | 

1t is better ts go r the houſe of mourning 
than to the bouſe of feaſting ; for that is the 
end of all men, and the living will lay it to 
beart. : „ Tf: 
Sorrow, 
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Sorrow, fa ays he, is better than 2 
Var by the ſadneſs. of the countenance the 
heart is made better. If, therefore, the 
ſchool of affliction could better the heart 
of Solomon, it is ſurely worth our while 


to enquire whether it may not improve 


our own. A few ſerious reflections on 


the truth delivered in the text, may turn 
us aſide from that love of pleaſure which 
ſeems ſo univerſally to prevail amongſt us, 


and direct us to that profitable affliction 


which may ſave, and that godly ſorrow 


which may relieve us. 


And firſt, then, I ſhall endeavour to 
prove to you, in confirmation of Solo- 
mon's opinion, that ſorrow is better than 


laugbier 3 


Becauſe, Firſt, It gives us a more hum- | 


ble, and therefore a better heart : 


Secondly, It gives us a firmer, ſteadier, 
and more noble, and therefore a better 


heart: 


And 
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And thirdly, It gives us a more devout 
and pious, and therefore a better heart. 
And firſt, then, Sorrow is better than 
laughter, becauſe it gives us a more hum- 
ble; and therefore a better heart. 


A very little knowledge of the world 
will ſuffice to convince us, that man, 
whilſt in proſperity, is a moſt proud and 


inſolent being, a ſtranger to the wants of 


his fellow-creatures, and inſenſible of 
their miſeries: whilſt he is in the actual 
enjoyment of the good things of this life, 
ungratefully forgetting the hand that gave 


them, and always flattering himſelf that 


to-morrow will be like to- day, and more a- 
bundant. As the wiſe man ſays, In the day 
of proſperity there is no more remembrance of 
aflition, and in the day of affliftion, there is 
no more remembrance of proſperity ; that is, 
there is in man neither wiſdom or grati- 
tude, for we often weep when we ought 

1 to 


„ 
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to rejoice and complain, when we onght SERM. 
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In the warmth of ſummer, when the 
ſun enlivens and invigorates all things 
around us, we can hardly bring ourſelves 
to imagine that there is ſuch a time as 
winter approaching, or that ſo pleaſing a 
ſcence can be quickly deformed by ſtorms 
and tempeſt, and rendered an image of 
barrenneſs and horror.—And ſo it is with 
regard to the temporal and tranſitory 
things of this life: when the body glows 
with health and vigour, and the mind is 
elated with joy and ſucceſs, penury and 
misfortune are at ſuch a diſtance, that 
we cannot readily form any conception of 

them; ſelf. love is ever ready to flatter and 5 
deceive us; and becauſe we wiſh our plea- 
ſures ſhould be laſting, we haſtily and 
raſhly conclude that they muſt be ſo. ü 
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112 On the Advantages | 
Happy is it for us then, that the great 
phyſician of mankind hath prepared a 


medicine, however unpalatable, for this 
worſt of diſtempers, the pride and haugh- 
tineſs of the human heart; happy is it 
for us, that when we are thus on the 


brink of evil and deſtruction, affliction 
may ſtep in to ſave our eyes from tears 
and our feet from falling, that ſhe may 
come, like the Cherub from the gate of 


Eden, to drive us from our viſionary Pa- 


radiſe, and ſhew us that world which we 
are doomed to inhabit, as it really exiſts, 


But another advantage ariſing to us 


from ſorrow, is, that it enhances the 


value of its oppoſite. Sorrow is to joy, 
what vice is to virtue, the beſt foil to its 
beauties; the comelineſs of the one is 
recommended by the deformity of the 


other. The heart which hath never 


groaned under affliction, will not truly 
enjoy 
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enjoy the tranſport of felicity; the man 
who has never been a ſlave, is a ſtranger 
to half the joys of freedom ; and the 
warriour who has once been vanquiſhed, 


if the fortune of the day ſhould turn 
again in his favour, enjoys a double 


victory. 


Another advantage alſo, and that no 


inconſiderable one, is, that as it ſaves us 


from pride and inſolence, ſo doth it ſe- 
cure us alſo from ridicule and contempt. 


Hunk nature has ſubjected us to many 
diſtreſſes, and the ingenuity of man hath 
created as many more : where the conſti- 


tution is not ſubject to diſorders, fancy, in 


weak minds, is ever ready to ſupply them; 
where fortune hatk provided againſt na- 


tural wants, mann and caprice can find 
out artificial ones, inſomuch that. the | 
rl ps more 
from the abſence of what they do not 
Vor. I „ ſtand 


whimſical and abſurd ſuffer pet 
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ſtand in need of, than of what they really 
want. Here then.we..again fee the ad- 
vantage of forrow ; for thoſe who have 
felt real misfortunes, will not make to 


_ themſelves imaginary ones; the loſs. of 


trifles will not .affliet him who hath at 
any time been deprived of a ſubſtantial 
good ; and the man who knows what it 
is to want the neceſſaries of life, will 
not be over anxious for the ſuperfluities 
of! it. 


But Secondly, Sorrow not only gives 


us a more meek and humble, but it gives 
us alſo a firmer, ſteadier, nobler, and 
therefore a better heart. 


Fortitude 3 is one of the higheſt virtues 
which we can acquire; it. gives a dignity 
to human nature, and exalts it almoſt to 
divine. There cannot be a nobler ſpec- 
tacle, ſays the philoſopher, nor worthier 

the 
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the ſight of God himſelf, than a brave 
and virtuous man ſtruggling with and 


ſubduing affliction; and on the other 
hand, there is not a'poorer or more 


contemptible being, than he who bends 
beneath every blaſt of fortune, and ſinks _ 


under every diſappointment. - The man 
who makes ſo little uſe of his faculties, 
is unworthy of them; and he who has 
no hope or confidence in the gracious 


providence of God, can have no claim to 


his protection. 


- But nioreover, ſorrow hot only enables 
us to bear with fortitude our own evils, 
but induceth us alſo to compaſſionate 


| thoſe of others. There is a graceful mo- 


deſty, an amiable condeſcending meek⸗ 


neſs, in the behaviour of thoſe who have ; 


been afflicted, which is ſeldom to be met 
with in the boſom of plenty and proſ- 
perity. Strangers to pain and ſorrow are 
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frequently alſo ſtrangers to humanity and 


for a created, mortal, dependent being. 
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compaſſion ; their hearts are callous and 
inſenſible of the ſufferings of their fellow- 
creatures, and they cannot pity what they 
have never felt: whereas thoſe who have 
been acquainted with grief, have hearts 
to feel for the ſufferings of others, and 


hands ready to relieve them. 


But to be convinced how neceſſary af- 
fliction is to render us humane, bene- 


volent and compaſſionate towards each 
other; let us but place before our eyes 


one of the gay ſons of fortune, in all the 
pride of youth, health, and plenty, look- 
ing down on the poor and deſtitute with 
an eye of contempt and inſenſibility ; be- 
cauſe he is above the wants, fancying 


| himſelf above the duties of life; ſcoffing 


at religion, and deſpiſing or perhaps diſ- 
owning his Maker, would one take him 


But 


Of Aﬀfietion. 117 


But let fancy change the ſcene, let us 


view this man, perhaps the very next 
hour, reduced to penury and want, or lan- 


guiſhing on a bed of ſickneſs, and obſerve 


the change; he who but a little before 


would ſcarce condeſcend to talk with the 
worthieſt of his ſpecies, is glad to aſk the 
aid and aſſiſtance of thoſe whom he de- 
ſpiſed; he can then pity a diſtreſſed 
friend, or relieve an indigent neighbour ; 
he'is no longer proud, obſtinate, or im- 


pious, but humane, charitable, patient, 


and devout; he begins at laſt to feel 3 


himſelf a man, and to know that there is 
a God; that there is a Being far more 
ſuperior to himſelf than he can poſſibly 


be to the loweſt part of the creation. 


Are not chew the tender mercies of God 


over all his works, and does he not fig- ; 


cerely love thoſe ſons whom he chaſ- 
tiſeth ? 
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But, Thirdly and Laſtly; affliction is 


26222 


the mother of true piety: ſorrow gives 
us not only a more firm and noble, but 


withal a more devout and pious heart. 


Were men to paſs through life in an 
uninterrupted flow of pleaſure and proſ— 


perity, they would perhaps have very 


little remembrance of him who made 
them; but there is a time when every 
one who believes there is a God will ap- 
ply to him, and that is, when the help of 


men 1s vain. In the hour of affliction 


men muſt addreſs themſelves to ſome in- 
viſible power for immediate ſupport and 
redreſs. Even thoſe who deny the Being 
of a God, will Shen ſue for his protection; 
and Atheiſts in affliction, like blind beg- 


gars, are forced to alk, W * 


know nat of whom. 


Our behaviour towards the Supreme 
Being is indeed the height of ingratitude 
5 1 and 
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and infidelity : whillt there are any other 


means left, we ſcorn to ſeek his aid, or 
to ſolicit for bis intereſt, and never aſk 


a favour of Him, till it has been denied 
us every where elſe: our acknowledge- 
ment of his power ariſes but from the 
ſenſe of our own incapacity; and we ſel- 


dom have recourſe to his goodneſs, till 


we have felt his indignation, When we 


meet with ſorrow and affliction in this 


world therefore, it naturally and inevit- 


ably turns our thoughts towards another. 


If then afflictions are the kind chaſtiſe- 
ments of a tender father, let us receive 


them as ſuch, and ſubmit to them with 


patience and reſignation; if they are the 


meſſengers of God, ſent by him to in- 


form us of our ſtate and condition, and 


to teach us our duty, let us remember 
from whom̃ they came, and treat them 


as the ambaſſadors of heaven; if we con- 


ſider ſorrow as a-puniſhment, it is a pu- 
1 4 niſnment 
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. niſhment we all deſerve ; if as a warning, 
it is a warning we all ſtand in need of. 
Have we not reaſon then, in ſpite of all 
our murmurings and complaints, to ac- 
knowledge that the poiſon of ſorrow (if 
ſuch we will eſteem it) may be changed 
into a moſt powerful medicine, and even 
pain and ſickneſs become the means of 
health and pleaſure, if we make a proper 
uſe of the important leſſons they convey 
to us; if the ſorrows and calamities which 
we meet with in this life, have that effect 
on us which they ought to have; if they 
make us more humane and compaſſion- 
ate, more humble and more patient, more 
ſerious and more devout. 


Io conclude then, let us no longer be 
ſo fond of treading in the faſhionable 
circle of vanity and pleaſure; let us quit 
for a while the guilty ſcenes of riot and 
dip „ to look into the houſe of 

ſorrow, 
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ſorrow, and learn ſome inſtructive leſ- 


ſon in the waoleſome ſchool of afffic- 


tion; let us leave that which will inſen- 
ſibly deprave and corrupt, for that which 


will better and improve the heart; the 
more we habituate ourſelves to an ac- 
quaintance with the ſorrows of others, 
the leſs ſenſibly ſhall we feel our own; 
the ſadneſs of the countenance in this 
world may be the means of covering it 
with ſmiles and chearfulneſs in the next; 
and if ſorrow makes the heart better here 
it will certainly render it much happier 
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The ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain his infirmity; 


but a wounded ſpirit who can bear? 


HE N the great Father * Cre- 
ator of all things did from his 


almighty wiſdom determine, and from 


his unſpeakable goodneſs condeſcend, to 
call us into being, to raiſe us from anni- 
hilation to light and life, he was graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to form us even in his own 


divine ſimilitude, and. to make us after 
his own image. To man, therefore, he 


imparted a rational and immortal ſoul, 


capable of happineſs and improvement in 
this world, and ambitious of eternal joy . 


and 
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and perfection in the next: he gave bim 
a ſoul, to preſide over the weak frame of 


his Body, to ſubdue his luſts and affec- 


tions, to arm him againſt the changes 
and chances of human life, to ſuſtain his 
infirmities, to ſupport him under all his 
trials and afflictions, to turn him aſide 
from the paths of vice and folly, and 


lead him into the road of virtue. To 
keep i in order therefore this chief ſpring 


which actuates the whole machine, is 
our great and moſt important buſineſs; 
for if this be once diſturbed or impaired, 
the ſubordinate wheels muſt of courſe be 


interrupted in their motion. Whilſt the 
mind preſerves her power, her dignity 


and authority, we are ſure of health and 
ſafety ; the kingdom cannot be totally 
ſubverted, whilſt the ſovereign maintains 
her power ; it may indeed be weakened 


dy the attacks of vice, diſturbed by the 


rebellion of the paſſions, ſhaken or dif- 


ordered 
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ordered by ſickneſs or misfortune : but $&RM. 
whilſt the ruler is herſelf unhurt, . he =, 
may in time reſtore, order, and re-eſtab- 
liſh peace and tranquillity in her domi- 
nion; but if once ſhe becomes herſelf 
weak and impotent, if ſhe ſuffers herſelf 
to be caſt down, degraded and dethroned, 
the ſtate indeed is then in very imminent 
danger, and will ſcarce exhibit any but a 
ſcene of anarchy and confuſion. The ſpi- 
rit of 4 man, ſays Solomon, will ſuſtain 
bis infirmities ; but @ wounded ſpirit un, 


can bear 3. 


Man, we know, is born unto ſorrow, ; 
even as the ſparks fly upwards; an heavy 
yoke is laid upon the ſons of Adam, from 
him that ſitteth upon a throne of le, 1 8 
to him that is humbled in earth an; „ 
aſhes. The bread of calamity muſt be 1 
eaten, and the bitter cup of ien 
muſt be taſted by all. Sickneſs, misfor- 

fortune, 
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tune, loſſes, diſappointments, tempta- 
tions; theſe are wounds which pierce 
every ſpirit, theſe are the fiery trials 


which we muſt paſs through, which we 
_ muſt ſuſtain, if ever we hope for glory 


or reward: theſe are the touchſtones of 
our faith and virtue, and theſe as we 
ſubdue, or are ſubdued by, as we fink 

under, or riſe fuperior to them, muſt de- 

termine in a great meaſure our happineſs 
in this life, and recommend or deprive 
us of the favour of the Almighty in that 


which is to come. A wounded ſpirit, ſays 


the : wiſe man, who can bear ? Certain it 
is, that the moſt excruciating tortures 
which diſtemper can inflit on the body, 
are by no means comparable to the an- 
guiſh of a wounded fpirit. The ſuffer- 
ings of the body ariſe only from preſent 


immediate ſenſations; whilſt the ſoul 
embitters herſelf by a reffection on paſt 
; milefortancy, | and the anticipation of fu- 


ture 


* 
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ture miſery : the diſeaſes of the one may sh. 


receive comfort from the hand of art, 


but thoſe of the other are often beyond 


the power of human medicine to remove. 


Many indeed and great are the misfor- 
tunes and ſorrows which diſquiet the 
mind, and wound the ſpirit of poor, 


mortal, dependent beings. When, after 


a long ſeries of affluence and proſperity, 


poverty cometh like an armed man, and 


ſeizeth upon it; when compariſon em- 


bittereth, and reflection heightens the 


calamity, then all our ſtrength and all 


our reſolutions are neceſſary to ſtem the 
torrent. When the body is weakened 
and emaciated by pain and ſiekneſs; 
when all the remedies which are ad mi- 
niſtered are vain and uſeleſs; when the 
eye can no longer be delighted with any 
object, nor the ear pleaſed with any 


ſound, then muſt the ſpirit of man exert 


all its powers to ſuſtain its infirmities. 
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. Amongſt the moſt cruel of all thoſe 


ſorrows which wound the ſpirit of man, 
muſt doubtleſs be the deaths of thoſe 
we love. When the mind hath been long 
endeared to a particular object, and the 
affections ſettled on it, what can equal 
the anguiſn and diſquietude of that mind 
which is obliged to part from it? This 
is a wound which it is not in the power 
of human nature to heal; in this diſtreſs 


nothing can ſupport the ſpirit of man, 


but that which is alone ſuperior to it. 
the ſpirit of God;—the divine grace, 
and that alone, can intervene to fave our 
eyes from tears, and our feet from fall- 
ing. But the great ſource of anguiſh, 
the principal and almoſt overflowing 
fountain of human diſquietude, is guilt : 
this is the great diſturber of our peace, 
and the interrupter of our harmony, 
The fpirit perhaps may not feel the 
wound when it 1s firſt given; but the 
inſtant 


On A Wounded Spirit. 1 * 


inſtant that reflection draws forth the SERM: 


VII.. 


arrow, the pain is exquiſite. Hiſtory — 


hath recorded a cruel tyrant whoſe table 


was ſpread, in all the pomp of luxury, 
with all the dainties that the earth, or 
air, or ſea, could produce: but the ſame 
hiſtory informs us, that whilſt the ſword 
hung over his head, he had little reliſh 
to the banquet: and thus it is with all 
the great and wicked of this world; 
guilt embitters the cup of grandeur, 
and poiſons the feaſt of affluence. It is 
in vain that the good things of this life 
are placed before, whilſt the rod of di- 
vine vengeance is over them; they can- 
not taſte or enjoy them; the fleſh cannot 
rejoice when the ſpirit is wounded. All 
the misfortunes which ariſe from our 
own folly, (and moſt of them are the 
conſequences of it) are chiefly embit- 
tered by our reflection on having tho- 
roughly deſerved them. Aſk the liber- 
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SERM, tine on his bed of ſickneſs, whence his 
VIL 
— greateſt anguiſh proceeds, and he will 


HR confeſs, that it is not what he feels fr OM 
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1 of that guilt and intemperance which 
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leſs uſurer, who, after preying for years 
on the wants of his fellow. creatures, 18 
at laſt detected i in his iniquity, and re- 
duced to penury and diſtreſs, What it is 
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rable: if he ſpeaks with ſincerity, he 
will tel you, it is not the loſs of his 
riches which fits heavy on him, ſo much 
as the unjuſt means by which he acquired 
them ; not that he ſcels himſelf poor and 
deſtitute, but that he knows at the ſame 
time how much he deſerves to be ſo. 
Aſk the atheiſt and free-thinker, in the 
| bitterneſs of diſeaſe, or the hour of death, 
| whence his greateſt miſery ariſes, and he 
will tell you, that It 1s not from the 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe of preſent pain, but the fears of gp 
future miſery ; not from the loſs of that . 
which he is leaving here, but the dread ; 
of what he may expect hereafter. Will 
they not, ought they not effectually to 
| convince us, that to be happy, we muſt 


be good; to be at peace, we muſt be in- 
nocent. There is a practice amongſt us, 
which hath often been the fatal effect of 

this diſquietude,—the practiee of ſelf- 
murder; a practice ſo common, that 
every year, every month, every week, 

nay almoſt every day, furniſhes us with 

freſh examples of it; a practice, which, 
dreadful and abominable as it is, hath 
been honoured by the tear of pity, and 


even ſometimes encouraged by the ſanc- 
tion of public applauſe. How grievouſly 
muſt the ſpirit be wounded, when that 
death which it had fo long contemplated 
with horror and averſion, ſhall become 
the object of its deſires: the ſtorm of 
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e A 
upon us, when we fly to the grave for a 


ſhelter from it. When we cry with Job, 
W by is light given to him that is in miſery, 
and life unto bim that hath an beavy heart ? 
for I will fleep in the duſt, and if thou ſeek 
me in the morning I ſhall not be found. 
The good Job indeed, notwithſtanding 
theſe his complaints, ſubmitted to the 


_ worldly afflictions muſt beat very hard 


heavy judgments of his Creator: he 
knew (as every wiſe and pious man muſt 
know) that God only had a right to de- 
ſtroy that being which he had made; 
and that our own life is no more at our 
own diſpoſal, than that of others. The 
crime of ſuicide 1s doubtleſs of all wick- 
edneſs the moſt dreadful, becauſe it ad- 
mits not, like other crimes, of reparation 
or repentance. The deſerter may return 
to the field of battle, and redeem that 
character by bravery which he had loſt 
by cowardice ; but when the fearful un- 

manly 


/ 
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manly ſoldier has quitted his poſt in this 
life, who ſhall reſtore him to his duty? 
how ſhall he wipe off the ſtain of his 


diſobedience, or reconcile himſelf to his 


divine commander? All that can be ex- 


pected therefore, from a deed ſo daring, 
muſt be, that we ſhall ruſh with added 
guilt into the preſence of our judge ; that 
our ſcene of miſery will only be changed, 
and inſtead of the important rage and 
malice of weak man, we ſhall incur what 
is infinitely more dreadful, the wrath of 


the living God. Why does the wicked 


man ſhun darkneſs and ſolitude, but be- 
cauſe there, he knows, man (on whom 
he truſts) will not be, but God may be 


there, whom he hath offended? He is 


afraid of every part of nature, becauſe 


every part was made by that Being whom 


he hath provoked, and for ought he 


knows may riſe up againſt him, and vin- 
dicate their Creator. He is afraid, there» 


1 fore, 


FROM = == 
1 LEES 
— — = B — . 
— —— — — — — One ey —— 
— 6 * Tr . 
— n — IIa rot 
s — — — — a N Ix” - - 1 RS 
— 2 * — p 54 a. 
- > 


5 — — rid 
—.— — . — — 
———ä— "ing — 
— — = _— — 


— a 
-* © — * . 
4 4 7 7 
pn p 6+ =D — 
Sa ——_ + - 3 m 
— 0 Ant — — — ** < 


— n 1 * 
Y F— ears — — 


n 
Ty <4 — 


P 
— —_ 


1 ' 1 
1 4 
4 
if 
. 
13%; 
11 £ 
1 
» 
* 
„ 
17 ? 
1 
ibn 
4 
17 „ 
\ 
1 4 
* .: 
$3 : 
1 
$5451 
44 if 
i 
#3 
.B 
1 
141 
1 
8 
1 
, 
1 
i 
+3 
. 
161 
1 
11401 
bj 1! 
11 
: | 
* 
4 
1. 
Ab: 
1 
11 
ed? 
194773 
Hm 
. 
14 
1 
$74 


S — 2 
— —ͤ—ũ—ę4ͤ—— — — 
* — . 
—— 


135 On a Wounded Spirit. 


fore, where no fear is. The wicked, ſays 
Solomon, fees when no man purſueth. It 
is part of the curſe which attends on 


- guilt, that it always makes men cowards; 


it makes them ſee dangers where there 
are none, and feel calamitics which are 


never inflited. Since then, my brethren, 


ſuch and ſo dreadful are thoſe wounds 


which are inflicted on the ſpirit of man, 


what grand ſpecific ſhall we find to ſoften 


and relieve them? Surrounded as we are 


with miſeries, both of the ſoul and body, 
both natural and acquired; thus beſet. 
with evils and calamities on every ſide, 
to whom ſhall we apply for ſuccour and 
redieſs? Is there, as the prophet fays, 
no balm in Gilead? is there no phyſician 
there ? Let us hear what reafon and re- 


ligion, thoſe great, phyſicians of man- 


kind, will preſcribe unto us. And firſt, 
then, in regard to natural and corporeal 


evils, the common lot and portion of 


mortality, 
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mortality, it may not be improper to 
obſerve the mutual actions of mind and 


body on each other in this life; which 
ſhould make us extremely careful to 
preſerve a proper temperament in both: 
When our weak frame is afflicted with 


diſorders, it is impoſſible for the ſoul 
abſolutely to preſerve its tranquillity. 


Not all the affluence of fortune, nor the 


acquiſitions of fame or power, can ex- 
tirpate the ſenſe of pain. All that the 
mind can do in regard to the infirmities 
of nature, is to prevent, if poſſible, what 
it cannot cure, and to ſoften what it 


cannot remove. Temperance, therefore, 


may preſerve us from many diſorders; 
and if men were as careful to acquire and 
preſerve health, as they are to accumu- 
late riches and honours, they would not 


ſo often lament the want of it. But 
thoſe natural and unavoidable evils, which 


it is not even in the power of temperance 
e | and 


SERM. 
VII. 
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and- virtue to prevent, reſolution and 


courage ſhould teach us to bear. To 


ſhrink beneath the ſlighteſt touch of ca- 


lamity, to yield to the ſofteſt preſſure, 


betrays a weakneſs of ſoul that debaſes 
our nature, an infirmity unworthy of an 
immortal ſpirit. We are placed by our 
great leader in a poſt of danger, and it is 
our duty to maintain it againſt all oppo- 
ſition, if we hope from him preferment 
or reward. Let us not, then, be tamely 
borne down the ſtream of adverſity, but 
endeavour to ſtem the torrent. If we 
reſiſt evil, like the author of it, it will 
flee from us: let us fight the good fight, 
exert all our ſtrength, defend ourſelves 
againſt every attack with all the power 


we are maſters of, and then if we fall, 


we fall with honour, and if we riſe, we 


riſe to glory. But after all, the great 
preſervation of happineſs, the only 1m- 
penetrable armour which can ſhield us 

| from 
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from the blows of fortune, and turn aſide 
the arrows of affliction, is virtue. No- 
thing can heal the wounded ſpirit but 
the balm of innocence: by this alone 
the health of the ſoul can be preſerved; 
by this alone it can be reſtored. If thou 
art fatigued with the toils and labours of 
this life, ſhe will give thee reſt; if thou 
art heavy laden with the affliftions of it, 
ſhe will refreſh thee; he that hath her, 


need not fear what man can do unto him. 


Are we ſorrowful? this is joy: Are 
we poor? this 1s riches: Are we ſick ? 
this is health. This, and this alone, can 
ſuſtain all our infirmities ; this will ſup- 


port us under every calamity, in pain, - 


| ſickneſs, or adverſity, in the hour of death, 
and in the day of judgment. 


But Laſtly, my brethren, To our inno- 
cence and virtue, we muſt be careful to 
add an entire confidence in, a firm reli- 
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SERM, ance on, and an humble reſignation to, 


VII. 


wa the divine Being. We may reſt aſſured, 


that he who made our ſouls will be 
careful to guard and preſerve them; he 
will not deſpiſe or negle& the work of 
his own hands. There is a perpetual 
ating Providence preſiding over, and di- 
recting all human affairs, and we need 
not doubt but that the ſpirit of man is its 
conſtant favourite, its peculiar care. And 
of this important truth every man may 
be convinced, who will at any time, in 
his more ſerious moments, reflect on the 
motions of his own ſoul; for how often 
do we feel degrees both of joy and grief 
within us, by no means proportionable 
fo the external, apparent cauſes of cither ? 
Advantages the moſt trifling and inconſi- 
derable, ſhall exalt us into rapture z evils 
the moſt inſignificant, ſhall depreſs us into 


a ſtate of the utmoſt miſery and anguiſh, 


Groundlefs hopes ſhall delight, and fears 


as 
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as groundleſs ſhall torment us: and what SERM. 


Vit. 


is this but the inviſible power of the www 


Almighty, working within our hearts, 
and rewarding or puniſhing us as we de- 


ſerve, even in this life, according to his 


own divine will and appointment? When 


we conſider how totally the ſpirit of man 


is in the power of God, with what un- 
ſpeakable joy he can inſpire, with what 
inconceivable horrors he can affright it; 


ſhould it not make us rejoice, in the 


hopes of pleaſing, and tremble at the 
thought of offending him ! To him then 
let the wounded ſpirit apply for relief: 


let us tun in his Juſtice, and rely upon 


his mercy, Can we be ſafer than under 
the eye of divine wiſdom? Can we be 
more ſecure than in the hands of al 


mighty power? If we addreſs him ag | 
dautiful children, he will ſmile upon us 
with all the indulgence of an affectionate 


PAcene ». if we ſeek him as our phyſician, 
| he 
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he will cure us; if we implore him as 
our guardian, he will protect us. If he 
permits the wound to be inflifted, he 
hath a balm ready to pour into it; he 
will not ſuffer us to be afflifted beyond 
what we are able to bear, but will with 
the affliction make us a way alſo to eſcape 
from it. To him then let us deliver up 
our ſouls; of him, in the day of proſ- 
perity, let us beg that we may not be 
inflamed and elated with it to him, in 
adverſity, let us pray that he will either 
remove, or enable us to bear it. And 
laſtly, as our ſpirit 1s an immortal ſpirit, 
let us ſend up our prayers to him, that 
it may even whilſt on earth be mindful 
of its dignity, that it may riſe ſuperior 
to mortality, and, unwounded by the 
little concerns of this life, in hopes of 
being admitted to a better and more 
durable one: to a place where the body 


cannot be hurt, and where the ſpirit can 


never 


- 


On a Wounded Spirit. 143 


never be wounded: where that ſpirit 


which is immortal will be bleſt with 
health and reſt; with health, which the 
moth and ruſt of ſin cannot corrupt; 
with reſt and tranquillity, which no 
earthly cares can break through and ſteal: 
to a place, where, whilſt the ſpirits here 
below are wounded by pain and miſery, 


it ſhall ſmile in uninterrupted joy, and 


taſte the never-fading pleaſures of yu" 
and immortality. 
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SERMON VIII. 


Rrovenrss III. 17. 


Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 


her paths are peace. 


A MONGST All the ſubtle and 
impious endeavours of the adver- 
ſaries of our holy religion to defame and 


diſgrace it, there is not perhaps any 


ſcheme or artifice which has been ſo 


univerſally, or indeed ſo ſucceſsfully 
practiſed, as their unwearied pains and 


induſtry in miſrepreſenting and diſguiſ- 
Ing it to the ignorant and unwary; as 
they have painted it in the blackeſt 
colours which malice could invent, or 
hatred inſpire, and preſented mankind 


L 2 with 
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with the moſt horrid picture their own 
gloomy imaginations could ſuggeſt ; re- 
ligion, if you will believe them, 1s a 
cruel and tyrannical miſtreſs, who is per- 
petually chaſtiſing and puniſhing her 
ſervants ; whoſe cruel and ſavage diſpoſi- 
tion would extort from them the unrea- 
ſonable ſacrifice to her, of every pleaſure, 
every comfort and ſatisfaction in life, to 
attend on her commands, and pay a blind 
obedience to the ſeverity of her laws; 
that ſhe would perſuade us to give up all 
the bliſs and enjoyment of this world, 
whilſt ſhe deludes us with idle drèams 
of pronnſed happineſs in another. But 
in a point ſo ſolemn and fo important, 
methinks we ſhould ſeriouſly conſider the 
truth of theſe aſſertions : Is this the faith 
we adhere to, the religion we profeſs ? 
or is it but the gloſs of falſe reaſoning 
and ſpecious argument; the wicked ſug- 
geſtions of bad men, deſigned merely to 

alleviate 
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alleviate thus their guilt, and palliate, if gp, 
VIII. 


poſſible, the baſeneſs of their own ingra- Wa 


titude: or the artifice of perfidious rebels, 
to repreſent the ſovereign whom they 
deſert, as a tyrant and an uſurper, whoſe. 
commands are grievous, and whoſe laws 
unjuſt? Let us ſeriouſly confider the 
attributes of that divine Being whom we 
worſhip ; Can this be the offspring of the 


God of long-ſuffering, charity, love, 


goodneſs, and benevolence? Would he 


ſet up ſuch an idol in his ſtead? Surely 


this is ſo poor, ſo unlike, ſo bad a copy, 
that it cannot poflibly deceive any who 
have ever had the leaſt tranſient view or 
glimpſe of the divine ofizingt, ” 


It will therefore be at leaſt a pleaſing 


and perhaps a neceſſary taſk to {trip re- 


ligion of this unbecoming garb; to take 
off the bloody garment, and to put on her 


the robe of peace; to wreſt the ſword of 


* 3 
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SERM. oppreſſion from her hand, and place her 
ad] own olive in its ſtead; and to convince 


mankind, that, as the wiſe man ſays, ber 
Ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace: that ſo far from debar- 
ring us from the enjoyments of life, that. 
without regard to her, and the obſervance 
of her laws, pleaſure can only be attended 
by guilt, fear, and remorſe, and that it is 
to this very wiſdom, this holy ſanction, 
{he owes all * W | 


And bw it 1 dn abſerved, that af 
diſputes and controverſies which ariſe 
amongſt men, ſpring from the want of 
a right ſenſe and underſtanding of the 
terms made uſe of in their propoſitions; 
and it is in vain to diſpute with our ad- 
verſaries concerning pleaſure, if at the ſame 
time our notions of that pleaſure are en- 
tirely oppoſite. If they will aſſert that 
feefure conſiſts merely in the gratifica- 
tion 
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tion of our appetites, and the enjoyment 
of ſenſual delights, in a perpetual round 
of folly, riot, and debauchery, we muſt 
indeed own, that theſe ways of pleaſant- 
neſs are not ber ways, nor can they ever 
be the paths of peace. But if, on the 
contrary, the notion which the wiſeſt 
and beſt men of all ages have entertained 
of pleaſure be the only true and ſatisfac- 
tory one; if it is to the mind we are in- 
debted for the moſt refined, and moſt ex- 
quiſite ſenſations, it will not be difficult 
to prove, that this pleaſure is the con- 
ſtant handmaid of Religion, the daughter 
of Truth and Wiſdom, and the inſepa- 
rable companion of all thoſe who tread 
in the paths of honour and virtue. My 
yoke is eaſy, ſays our Saviour, and my bur- 
then is light; and ſurely, to a ſerious and 
thinking man, the morality of the goſpel 
| has nothing harſh or unreaſonable in its 
precepts, nothing ſevere or difficult in the 
practice of it. 

L 4 Lere 
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| Love thy God with all thy heart, and 


— with all thy foul, and thy neighbour as thy- 


elf; whatſoever ye would that men fhould 
do unto you, even ſo do unto them: what 
is this, but, in other words, thus ſpeaking 
to us: Love thyſelf, O man, and 1 will 
reward thee for it; promote as much as 
poſſible thy own intereſt and happineſs, 
that happineſs to which but one way can 
lead thee, the love of thy God and of 
thy neighbour. This, ' ſurely, is not the 
Janguage of a cruel tyrant, or an unkind 
maſter, it is the tender goodneſs of an 
indulgent father, who exhorts his be- 
loved ſons to uſe all the means in their 
power to make themſelves happy ; who 
| himſelf lays down rules for their con- 
duct, points out the direct path, and 
leads them into it; and after all, deſires 
no reward for this unſpeakable tender- 
neſs but reciprocal love and affection, no 
return but the pleaſure and ſatisfaction 


of ſeeing them in the full enjoyment of 
that 
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that bliſs * —_— had taught them SEAM. 


to obtain. 0 | ww 


Religion 1s pleaſant, becauſe it gives 
room for the exerciſe of every humane 
and every ſocial virtue; there is not a 
paſſion of our mind productive of joy | 3 
and happineſs which it does not raife 
and inflame. If love, friendſhip, grati- 
tude, charity, juſtice, or benevolence, 


have any pleaſures to beſtow, they are 
all owing to Religion, which teaches, 
which inſpires, which encourages them. 
Beſides the natural complacency and ſa- 
tisfaction which attends the performance 
of any noble action, muſt it not be an 
additional joy to reflect, that religion 
ſanctifies, that heaven approves of it; 
that God himſelf has commanded, and 
will hereafter reward us for 0 


It is pleaſant, ſays the orator, to be vir- 
tudus and good, for that is to excel many ON 
others; x 


SERM. 


VIII. 
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others; it 1s pleaſant to mortify and fub- 
due our luſts, for this is victory; it is 
pleaſant to command our appetites and 
paſſions, and keep them within the 
bounds: of reaſon and religion, for this 
is empire. What pleafure then can equal 


that which thus ſatisfies every deſire of 


our ſouls, ſooths our pride, flatters our 
ambition, and rewards our ſelf-love. 


We have ſeen, then, what thoſe duties 
are which religion enjoins; all plain, 


eaſy, and practicable; but to men ſwal- 


lowed up in luxuries and debaucheries 
the eaſieſt taſk may ſeem burthenſome ; 


the mind as well as the body, by long 


- diſuſe, may be rendered unfit to bear the 


ſmalleſt exerciſe; ſloth and indolence 
will reduce it to a ſtate of weakneſs and 
delicacy, that ſhall make it feel the 
weight of a feather. 


But 


. 
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But if what religion enjoins be eaſy, 
no leſs reaſonable is what ſhe forbids; 
injuſtice, cruelty, avarice, intemperance, 
hatred and uncharitableneſs. And are 
theſe the ways of pleaſantneſs? Can any 
of theſe. adminiſter any real or ſolid ſa- 
tisfaction? Are not remorſe, diſeaſe, and 


infamy, the offspring of avarice and in- 


temperance? Does not luſt carry a ſeor- 
pion in its boſom to ſting and torment 
Itſelf? Does not injuſtice return the 
poiſoned cup to our own lips? Does not 
hatred and uncharitableneſs baniſh peace 
and tranquility ? Or do thoſe! ever taſte 
of happineſs themſelves, who procure 
- miſery to others? The ways therefore of 


religion muſt be the ways, the only ways | 
of pleaſantneſs, ſince. the leaſt. ſtep Gao 


take out of them leads us into the road 


of pain, guilt, and miſery; and if ſhe 


needed a further recommendation, a 
greater could not be added than what 
follows, All her paths are peace. 


SERM. 
VIII. 
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SERM. Great peace have they, ſays the pſalmiſt, 
—— which love thy law; a peace which can be 
underſtood by thoſe only who have them- 

ſelves felt it: and ſurely, were it not a 
pleaſure which the bad man had either 
never taſted or utterly forgot, he would 

not miſs it for all the imperfect, unſatis- 
factory and tranfient joys which ſenſe 
could beftow. And as that peace which 
religion alone can inſure to us, is a hap- 
pineſs which the world cannot give; ſa 

18 it a blefling which the world cannot 

take away; when riches are flown from 

us, when health and proſperity are gone, 

and. ſickneſs and misfortune viſit us; 
when our friends deſpiſe and deſert us, 
and our enemies laugh us to ſcorn, this 


laſt kind gueſt ſtill remains, to raiſe, to 
invigorate, and ſupport us: even when 
the ways of pleaſure are no more, when 
pain and adverſity have driven out every 
gay and chearful thought, and deſpair 
ſeems 
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ſeems ready to ſeize on and torment us, 


Peace ſteps in, and ſaves us from deſtruc- 


tion; ſends her daughter Hope to com- 
fort and relieve us; and when ſhe can no 


longer preſerve us here, conveys us witk 


a chearful reſignation to her own native 


ſeat, the regions of bliſs and immortality; 


Let us then endeavour to make that 
which 1s our duty and our intereſt, our 


pleaſure and our happineſs : as God lov- 


eth the chearful giver, ſo doubtleſs will 


he praiſe the chearful receiver alſo. Me- 
lanchol y and diſcontent, fears and deſpon- 
dency, were ſent to appal the guilty, and 
depreſs the heart of the wicked and de- 
ceitful man ; the Lord is with us, of whom 
then ſhall we be afrai d? Let us come before 


him with thankſgiving, and ſhew ourſelves 


glad in him. When we ſee. men bleſt with 


all the good things of this life, even in the 


boſom of plenty and proſperity, given up 
a a prey 
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a prey to melancholy and deſpair, is it 
not greatly to be feared that there is 


ſomething wrong within, ſome deadly 


guilt that weighs upon the heart, ſome 
inveterate poiſon which the antidote of 
riches can never cure, which the pomp 
of this world can never remove? Will 
not the force of ſuch examples terrify 
and alarm us ? will it not, ought it not 
to convince mankind, that to be happy, 
we muſt be good : and to be at peace, we 
mult be innocent? 


The fear of the Lord maketh a merry 
heart; and he that hath a merry heart hath 
a continual feaſt. Toy and happineſs are 
ever in the dwellings of the righteous. 


Let us then endeavour to perform the 


_ eaſy duties of our religion with a decent 
and a manly order, not like the ſlaves of 


barbarians tug the oar and drag the chains 


8 
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of ſervitude in ſullen ſilence, but like 
happy and contented ſervants, | whoſe 
pleaſure, whoſe privilege, and whoſe 
happineſs it is to obey a generous and, a 
noble maſter; one who 1s not extreme 
to mark what is done amiſs; who is 
omniſcient to know all our actions, and 
omnipotent to reward them; a maſter, 
who, when our ſervice is finiſhed, will 
in the great day, if we have ſhewn the 
leaſt pleaſure in ſerving him, ſalute us 
with, „Well have ye done my good and 
faithful ſervants, enter ye into the joy of 
your Lord.“ | 
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Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs it 


the kingdom of heaven. 


UR bleſſed Saviour's ſermon on 
the mount, of which the beati- 
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tudes (the ſubje& of our preſent conſi- 


deration) form ſo diſtinguiſhed a part, 
hath ever been looked upon as the great 
rule and ſtandard by which Chriſtians are 
to direct their life and conduct, and as it 


contains the ſum and ſubſtance of that 
new law which Chriſt came down from 
heaven to inculcate and enforce: a law 
which differed as much from the Moſaic 
diſpenſation in the manner of its deli- 
M2 | N 


SERM. 
IX. 


# 
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very, as in the ſubject. matter of it. The 
law given from Mount Sinai was attend- 
ed, we know, by a train of circumſtances 
fo awful and tremendous, as to ſtrike 


terror and aſtoniſhment into the hearts of 
all who heard it; © with thunder and 


lightning, and the voice of the trumpet, 


the Lord deſcended upon the mount in 
fire, and the ſmoke thereof aſcended as 
the ſmoke of a furnace.“ The people 
trembled and ſtood at a diſtance, leſt the 
Lord ſhould break forth upon, and con- 
ſume them. But when the bleſſed Sa- 
viour, the humble and gracious Redeemer . 


came upon earth, to viſit and inſtruct 


mankind, to make the covenant of peace, 
his doctrine was like himſelf, mild, 
gentle, and perſuaſive, full of grace, 
meekneſs, and condeſcenſion: he doth 
not terrify and alarm his hearers with 
the threats of puniſhment, but allures 


them by the * of a glorious though 
diſtant 
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diſtant reward: addreſſes his followers in 
a manner the moſt eaſy and familiar, 
appeals to their reaſon, gratifies their 


ſelf-love, and endeavours to convince: 
them that the happineſs which they 
were all in ſearch of, was only to be 


obtained by obedience; that it did not 
conſiſt in thoſe things to which their 
falſe ideas had confined 1t, but on the. 
other hand in thoſe humble virtues, that 
patience, piety and reſignation, which 
they had been ſo long uſed to contemn 
and deſpiſe. Bleſſed, ſays he, are the poor 
in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God, 


Before we proceed to the illuſtration 


of theſe words, it may not be improper 
previou fly to remark, that the ſermon on 
the mount is a ſtanding teſtimony, a kind 
of living witneſs againſt thoſe of our 
modern enthuſiaſts, who would ſeparate 
religion from morality; who are for 
M. 3 . fitrength> 


f | 
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888M. ſtrengthening and ſupporting the noble 
 wyw edifice of the goſpel, by undermining 
the foundations of it; thoſe who aſſert 
that the moral is not the Chriſtian 
preacher, and that no diſcourſes from the 


D l = FF — 
= Ay . w ⁵ nn 0 — ̃]⁵— . —˙¹0¹ er AT AB woes > — — =. 7 0 
* — — 
q —— 5 5 m -; Ps - 2 a , wh; OT 
: * F 181 " 3 L 1 * 
, 21 PT ˙ LR ö 
. Fi — * 
1 : ” \ 1 
2 


„ pulpit have any merit but ſuch as are 
ſtuffed with unintelligible ſophiſtry, and 
the extravagant ſallies of a heated ima- 
ination. Our Saviour's own ſermon, 
we ſee, was of a different kind, and con- 
tains nothing but ſimple plain morality, | 
_ morality indeed of a more refined and 

17 exalted nature than had ever been 

preached to the Gentile world, but ſuch 


as at the ſame time had nothing in it vi- 
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ſionary or romantic, but full of divine 
truths, adapted to every underſtanding, 
and intelligible to the meaneſt capacity. 
That preacher, therefore, who beſt ex- 
plains the truths which he delivered, and 
Uluſtrates thoſe rules and doctrines which 


he eſtabliſhed, has the beſt claim to 
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applauſe, and the faireſt ado? to o uiiver- 
fal eſteem and Ne | 


I would defire our Methodiſts t6- ob- 
ſerve; that in our bleſſed Saviour's ſermon 
on the mount there is no mention made 
of predeſtination, election, reprobation, 
juſtification by faith alone; no doctrine 
of aſſurance, regeneration and ſanctifica- 
tion, (the common topics of our popular 


faints and apoſtles); nothing but plain 


fimple precepts of morality, intelligible 
to every mind, and ſuited to every capa- 
| city. The beſt ſermons,” therefore, one 
ſhould naturally imagine, are thoſe which 


moſt reſemble his, which enforce his doc- 


LL. ines, explain his tenets, and illuſtrate 


down and inculcated. Whatever there- 


fore theſe refiners on the wiſdom of their 


Redeemer may think proper to aſſert, I 


am ſatisfied, for my own part, with the 
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model of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall content 
myſelf with humbly endeavouring to imi- 


tate hin, till they can furniſh me with a 


better example. I ſhall therefore pro- 
ceed to conſider the true meaning and 
intent of our Saviour's declaration ex- 
preſſed in the text, Bleſſed are the poor 
in ſpirit, for theirs E the kingdom of 
God. ores 

As our Saviour came down from heaven 
to inſtruct an ignorant, and reform a li- 
centious world, his firſt and moſt neceſ- 
ſary buſineſs was to remove their preju- 


dices, confute their errors, and correct 
the many falſe notions which they had 
contracted, both with regard to their 


lity. The time of Chriſt's appearance 


duty and their happineſs alſo: the firſt 
virtue therefore which he recommends is 
(that which was probably the leaſt prac- 
tiſed amongſt them) the virtue of humi- 
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on earth was the. very time when human SERM. 


IX. 


pride ſeemed as it were in the zenith and — 


meridian of its power, when falſe philo- 
ſophy had infatuated the minds of men, 
and filled them with the moſt ridiculous 
ideas of their own conſequence and im- 
portance; when the proud, the haughty, 
and the rich in ſpirit, were deemed the 
greateſt as well as the happieſt of man- 
kind: at ſuch a time the doctrine which 
our Lord here inculcates, in proportion 
as it was neceſſary, muſt have been 
equally diſguſtful alſo, as it tended to 
overthrow their darling tenets, to thwart 
their deſigns, and to mortify their ſelf- 


love. In oppoſition notwithſtanding to 


all their obſtinate prejudices and pre- 
poſſeſſions, he declares, contrary to the 


general and received opinion, that the 


true happineſs of man conſiſted in po- 
verty of ſpirit, in humility, patience, and 


reſignation ; not in | abundance, but con- 
tent; - | 
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"ob tent; not in the gratification of our own 


IX. 


ww will, but in implicit ſabmiſſion to the 


divine; not in the reſentnient and return 
of injuries, but in the patient abiding 
and charitable forgiveneſs of them. B Bleſſ 
ed. ſays he, ure the poor in ſpirit, for theirs 
zs the kingdom of heaven. 


By the poor in ſpirit, we are not to ſu p- 
poſe our Saviour meant to characteriſe 
thoſe mean and ſordid minds, who, ac- 
cording to the common acceptation of 
this term, were ſtrangers to generoſity, 
charity, and benevolence, the ſlaves of 


avarice and ſelf- love: theſe, he knew and 


taught, were ſo far from the kingdom of 


God, that he deemed it impoſſible for 
them ever to enter into It.--- 


By the poor in ſpirit, he could not be 
underſtood to mean the timid and da- 
ſtar dly, the mean and fearful coward, who 

ſtartles 
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ſtartles at every blaſt of fortune, and Hh 
ſinks beneath every oppoſition: he doth w 

not mean to point out thoſe who are Juſt 
and honeſt only from the dread of being 
detected; or virtuous and religious, not 
from principle and conviction; but from 
the fear of puniſhment: this is a poverty 
of ſpirit, which, as it is beneath the dig- 
nity of our nature, can never be accept- 
able to the divine author of it. 


_ 


Deſcription of © The poor in * Prov 


By the poor in ſpirit, our Saviour un- 
doubtedly meant all thoſe, who, conſci- 
ous of that weakneſs which 1s inherent 
to our nature, and fatisfied how little 
real merit the beſt of us can pretend to, 
always entertain a modeſt diffidence and 
diſtruſt of their own abilities, | which 
naturally produces a meek and humble 
behaviour; to their ſuperiors ever lowly 


= 


172 On:the Poor in Spirit. 


SERM. and reſpectful, to their equals kind and 


IX. 


wa benevolent, to their inferiors condeſcend- 


3 % #4 


ing ;. juſt and candid i in the acknowledg- 
ment of their own faults and follies, yer 
willing to palliate, paſs over, and forgive 
thoſe of others; not aſſuming merit 


which they have nr, or boaſting, like the 


proud and vain, of thoſe good qualities 
and perfections which they have; not 
ambitious of popular applauſe, or ſolici- 


tous to obtain the praiſes of a capricious 


multitude, but contented with the filent 
approbation of a good conſcience, and the 
ſecret ſolemn teſtimony of an honeſt and 
an upright ET; 


But above all, by the poor in ſpirit, is 
undoubtedly meant the patient ſufferer, 


he who hath fortitude enough to bear 


the evils of life without murmuring or 
repining at them; who ſubmits with 


humble ny: and reſignation to the de- 
| crees 
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crees of Providence, whoſe greatneſs of eau. 
ſoul enables him to ſupport injuries and www 


oppreſſion without reſenting and return- 


ing them. 


Such is undoubtedly the true ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity ; a ſpirit which breathes thro' 
every page of the goſpel, which inſpired 
every word and directed every action of 
our bleſſed Redeemer. That virtue which 
he recommends to others, he never failed 
himſelf ro practiſe. Learn of me, ſays he, 
for 1 am meek and luuiy. If ever there 
was in this world a perſon who, in the 
true ſenſe of this phraſe, was poor in ſpirit, 
it was undoubtedly our bleſſed Redeemer 
himſelf, who ſuffered with patience every 
indignity, and ſubmitted with humility | 
and reſignation to every inſult and op- 
; preſſion that could be inflicted on human 
nature. Him therefore, and him alone, 


be it our bulinels, as it is our duty, to 
imitate 
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| Wn. imitate with all poſſible care and atten- 
— tion; and this if we do, we ſhall un- 
doubtedly, as he has graciouſly promiſed, 
be truly bleſſed. 


Here, however, it may not be im- 
proper to obſerve, that our Saviour doth 
i not ſay, nor could he indeed poſſibly 
mean, that the poor in ſpirit ſhould al- 
ways be bleſſed in this life; ſo far from 
it, that the quality here recommended 
will, in the common courſe of things, be 
more likely to render him frequently 
though undeſervedly miſerable; he who 
is lowly in his own eyes, will too often 


appear mean and contemptible in thoſe 
of others. Modeſty is a veil, which, 
however it may heighten the charms of 
virtue to a diſcerning judgment, doth 
notwithſtanding for the moſt part totally 
conceal them from the vulgar; and though 
humility may become the object of pri- 
vate 
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vate admiration, ſhe is but to generally £ 
the mark of public contempt and deri- 


ſion. 


- 


Such falſe ideas do men ſometimes en- 
tertain of fortitude and ſpirit, that the 


bold violator of every law human and 
divine, who kills his beſt friends in a 


duel, ſhall be deemed a man of honour 
and courage, whilſt he poor in ſpirit, who 
from conſcience and humanity refuſes to 


ſhed the blood of his fellow- creature, 


ſhall be branded with the opprohrious 
name of a coward. 


To this it muſt be added, that the 
meek and lowly lay themſelves open to a 
thouſand injuries which the haughty and 
reyengeful are not liable to. The world 
is indeed generally ſo good-natured as to 
give us room and opportunity for the 
exerciſe of every moral and Chriſtian 

virtue: 
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SERM. virtue : if we are bleſſed with a ſuperior 
_ portion of meekneſs, they will favour us 
with frequent occaſions of -exerting it ; 


and if we are endowed with a more than 


ordinary ſhare of patience, they will ſup- 
ply us with ſufficient trials of it: the 
humble ſpirit will often be provoked, the 

quiet and forbearing ſpirit will often be 
ſcoffed at and inſulted. 


Very conſonant therefore muſt it be to 
our idea of the divine juſtice, to ſuppoſe 
that what in this life muſt ever ſubje& 
us to ſo many misfortunes, ſorrows, and 
calamities, ſhould meet with ſome re- 
compenſe in another. The extraordinary 
and tranſcendent merit indeed of this 
virtue may be inferred from the greatneſs 

of its reward. Bleſſed, ſays our Saviour, 
are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the king- 
dom of God. Thoſe who have ſuffered in 
this world, ſhall enjoy in the next; thoſe 
: 307" who 
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who have patiently ſubmitted to injuries sr. 
in one ſtate, ſhall be totally exempted — 
from them in another; he who, for a 

ſeries of years, hath eaten the bread of 
affliction, and drank the cup of ſorrow, 
| ſhall taſte the manna of God, and be re- 
freſhed with the waters of comfort; he 

who hath been meek and lowly in his 

own eyes, ſhall be acceptable in thoſe of 

his Creator; and he who hath been de- 

ſpiſed and rejected of men, ſhall be the 
choſen and n of God. | 


Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, fo theirs 
is the kingdom of God. 


Not the ſplendid dazzling object of 
ambition here below, not an earthly but 
an heavenly crown, a kingdom not to-be 
loſt, a crown that fadeth not away: the 
kingdoms of this world are indeed ob- 
tained, and preſerved alſo but'too often, 
by means very oppoſite, and ſpirits very 
Vor. I. * different 
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. different from theſe; and the kingdom of 
dd is the only kingdom which the meek. 

7 and humble, which the poor in ſpirit 

| wiſh to enjoy. How grateful will it be, 
after all the ſtorms and dangers of a tem- 

peſtuous life, to put into this delightful 

harbour; after travelling through the 

dreary deſert of this world, where ſcarce 

any thing is to be met with but thorns 

and briars, to arrive at laſt at a wilderneſs 

of ſweets, and be crowned with the oliye 

branches of perpetual peace: it will not 

be the leaſt of thoſe bleſſings, which the 

poor in ſpirit ſhall hereafter enjoy, that 

in the kingdom of God he will not meet 
with thoſe who have perſecuted and op- 

preſſed him, with the proud, the haughty, 

and the cruel; thoſe turbulent and unruly 
ſpirits ſhall then be chained down in 

darkneſs, condemned by an all- righteous 

judge to ſigh for ever after that reſt and 

tranquillity which they had ſo long di- 

ſturbed, and to envy that humility and 

a = poverty 
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poverty of ſpirit which: they had _ * ' SERM. 


4 


deſpiſed. 


Let us remember, then, my brethren, 
that in virtue of this promiſe from our 
Redeemer, we are noble and aſpiring 
candidates for empire ; let it animate our 
_ zeal, and fire our ambition to call to mind 
that we are in purſuit of a kingdom, 
and that a glorious and an eternal one, 
not to be acquired by arms or violence, 
but by meekneſs, gentleneſs, and truth: 
a crown which we are not called to by 
inheritance, but by election ; a kingdom, 
where the joys of dominion will not be 
leſſened but heightened by participation. 
Laſtly, and above all, let us remember, 
that to poſſeſs it, the ſpirit muſt not be 
raiſed but ſubdued ; that we muſt ſtoop to 
riſe; that by poverty alone we can be 
made rich, by TY alone we can be 
exalted. 
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Bleſed are tis that mourn, for they Pall 


be comforted. 


A S the bleſſed Saviour and 8 


of mankind came down upon earth 
by confute the wiſdom of the wiſe; and 
to put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh 


men, we ſhall find many of his doctrines, 


and more eſpecially thoſe which he deli- 
vered in his ſermon on the mount, in 


direct oppoſition to thoſe opinions which 
were generally received and eftabliſhed; 
and amongſt theſe, there is not perhaps 
one more apparently paradoxical and un- 


common than that which is expreſſed: 
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in the words of my text: Bleſſed, ſays 
he, are they that mourn, It ſeemeth in- 
deed to contradict the voice of nature, to 
oppoſe our reaſon, and to give the lye to 
our ſenſe and feeling. It 1s impoſlible, 
one would imagine, that pain and ſor- 
row, which render us miſerable, can 
ever make us bleſſed; or that what we 


have ſo long conſidered as the object of 


fear and averſion, can ever become pleaſ- 


ing and deſirable. But he who made and 
conſtituted all things, can change the 
nature, eſſence, and diſpoſition of them. 
There is nothing ſo bitter and calamitous 
which the power and goodneſs of God 
cannot render productive of joy and hap- 
pineſs. Our Saviour therefore doth with 
great truth aſſert, (which the more we 
conſider the more we ſhall be convinced 
of) that the ſorrows, pains, and afflic- 
tions of this world, which we too often 
ſo grievouſly complain of, are attended 

"i 
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by conſequences which we do not foreſee, 
and followed by advantages which we ne- 
ver hoped for, or expected. 


In a former diſcourſe on the advantages 
of affliction, I obſerved to you, that a 
mixture of good and evil in this life is 
(abſtracted from all other conſiderations) 
abſolutely and indiſpenſibly neceſſaty. 
Sorrow is to joy what vice is to virtue, 
the beſt foil to its beauties ; the come- 
lineſs of the one, is ſet off and recom- 
mended by the deformity of the other: 
the heart which hath never groaned un- 
der calamity, will not ſo truly enjoy the 


tranſports of felicity; paſt ſlavery gives 


a double zeſt to preſent freedom. Thus 
a fine taſte of happineſs can only be ac- 


quired by affliction, and he alone is to be 
pitied, who hath never known what at 
is to be miſerable. But for the truth of 
this we have, in the words of my text, the 

i teſtimony 
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teſtimony of divine wiſtom, and the ſane- 
tion of divine authority. Our Saviour 
hath here expreſly declared, that thoſe 


who mourn, ſo far from being unhappy, 


are truly bleſſed, 


We are not to underſtand by the words 
before us, that all thoſe who mourn, 
generally and indiſcriminately conſidered, 
muſt therefore be happy; that becauſe 
they have been oppreſſed by grievous ſuf- 
ferings, they are entitled to reward; 
that becauſe they have been miſerable, 
they muſt be bleſſed: that would be to 
confound good and evil, merit and de- 
merit; to ſet the wiſe, virtuous, and re- 
ligious, on a level with the fooliſh; the 
vicious, and the irreligious. He who 
mourns for the loſs of what he neither 
wants nor deſerves, who weeps when he 
ſhould rejoice, and complains when he 
ſhould be thankful; he who mourns 

from 
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from ſordid envy, or unreaſonable diſap- sb 


pointment, becauſe he cannot prejudice www 


another, to promote his own intereſt and 
advantage; ſuch men, be their afflictions 
ever ſo ſharp and poignant, can never hope 
to be bleſſed, or expect to be comforted. 

The bleſſedneſs ſpoken of by our Sa- 
viour will be the reward only of virtuous 
and godly ſorrow; of thoſe, and thoſe 
alone, who mourn, either, 


Firſt, For a heavy and more than ordi- 
nary weight of human afflitions, which 
unmerited by them, God hath in his wiſ- 
dom thought fit to inflict upon them: or, 


Secondly, Thoſe who ſincerely mourn | 
for, and lament the burthen of their 
iniquities, the ſins and offences which 
they have committed * O, 

Thirdly, Thoſe who' charitably feel 
for, and ſympathiſe with, the ſorrows 
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x88 Bleſſed are they that mourn. 
SRM. and calamities of others, who weep with 


X 
5 them that weep. 


Theſe will undoubtedly inherit that 
bleſſed happineſs which our Saviour hath 
here predicted; theſe will be relieved, 
bleſſed, and comforted, both here and 
| hereafter. 


Man, as the Pſalmiſt ſaith, 15 born unt6 
' ſorrow, even as the ſparks fly upwards ; it 
is the common lot, the appointed portion 
of human nature. 


A heavy yoke is upon the ſons of 
Adam, from him that ſitteth on a throne 
of glory, to him that is humbled in earth 

and aſhes. To what a variety of diſeaſes 
is the body of man continually ſubject 5 
by what an infinity“ of pangs is his mind 
perpetually oppreſſed? Want, pain, diſ- 
appointment, ſickneſs, and adverſity, like 
ſo many powerful tyrants, ſubdue and 


reign 
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reign by turns over us; ſcarce a day paſſes SERM. 
but we feel ſomething to remind us of Cy 
mortality, and the hard condition of it. | 


Some, moreover, are viſited in a pecu- 
Jar manner, and groan with unremitted- 


anguiſh under the iron hand of calamity, 
Some there are who perpetually feed on 
the bread of affliction, and drink the 
bitter cup of ſorrow. He, doubtleſs, 
who inflitef theſe evils, never inen 
never wiſhed or deſired to find us inſen- 
ſible of them: to mourn therefore is the 
indiſputed privilege of our nature; grief 
therefore is innocent, and only when 
immoderate, exceſſive, or ill- placed, can 
partake either of guilt or folly. Our 
Redeemer himſelf, with the form of man, 
took upon him his infirmities, his grief: 
and calamities, and lamented them alſo; K. 
even he, we know, groaned in the ſpirit, 3 | 
and was troubled, It is no ſin therefore 
| to 
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SERM.. to mourn : : our ſoul may be vexed, and 


Þ +4 


— our ſpirit diſquieted, without offending 


that divine Being who created them. It 
is our duty, notwithſtanding, to ſubmit 
with patience and refignation, to rely 


with confidence on our Redeemer, and 


10 reſt aſſured that his word. muſt be ful- 
filled, who hath faid, Bleffed are they that 
mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. Whilſt 
our afflictions bid us remember that we 
are men, we muſt not at the ſame time 
forget that there is a God, but in the midſt 


of our calamities bear in mind this his 


flattering declaration, and this his gra- 


cious promiſe: let us continually bear 
this little amulet about our necks to 
charm away the evil ſpirit of diſcontent, 


to exerciſe moreover the malicious dæ- 
mon of deſpair. If affliction is (as our 
Saviour hath himſelf aſſured us it is) a 
real bleſſing, let us conſider it as ſuch, 
and in all our ſorrows and misfortunes 

| and 


Bleſſed are they that mourn. 191 


and calamities remember, that ſorrow 1s 


but a prelude to joy, and affliction the 


harbinger of felicity. 


But, Secondly, Another ſpecies of vir- 


tuous ſorrow 1s that which ariſeth from a 


conſciouſneſs of our own unworthineſs, 


that remorſe and contrition which every 
ſincere penitent feels for the commiſſion 


of ſin, and which is the parent of repen- 


tance and reformation: he who heartily 


grieves for, and laments his paſt offences, 
will moſt probably guard againſt them 
for the future. This ſorrow is doubt- 
leſs of a moſt ſharp and poignant nature, 
it inflids the moſt deep and painful 
wounds on the ſoul of man; the ſting 
of life as well as of death is fin, and a 


wounded ſpirit who can bear? 
As this is doubtleſs a great and galling 


affliction, weary ing and oppreſlive to the 
& | ſoul, 


SERM. 
X. 


* 
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ſoul, the goodneſs of God hath to the 
weight of the evil proportioned its con- 
ſolation and reward: Bleſſed, therefore, 
are they who thus mourn, for they ſhall be 


| comforted. Thoſe who mourn for their 


fins will always find comfort in the 
pleaſing refletion, that the debt which 
they are paying, how heavy and burthen- 
fome ſoever it may be, is a debt which 


they owe to conſcience, and which muſt 


be punctually diſcharged ; that the ſor- 
row which they feel is a religious ſor- 
row ; that the tears which they ſhed are 
the tears of virtue; they will be dried 
vp by him who wipeth the tears from 
every eye: in all their afflictions there- 
fore they will comfort themſelves with 
the ſure and certain hope, that though 
they mourn they ſhall rejoice, and are 
only miſerable here, that they may be 


happy hereafter. 


But, 
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But, Thirdly, Thoſe ſhall bs bleſſed 
who charitably feel for, and ſympathiſe 
with the afflicted, and lament the cala- 


mities of others, who weep with them 
that weep. 


Compaſſion is a debt which we all owe | 
to the unhappy : though like other debts 
it is not always punctually diſcharged, 
it will, notwithſtanding, be required of 
us. The benevolent, the generous and 
humane, cannot behold the diſtreſſes of 
his fellow-creatures with coldneſs and 
inſenſibility ; he feels for the ſorrows, 
laments the misfortunes, and ſympathiſes 
with the calamities of his neighbour : 
and in a world like this, abounding with 
evils of every kind, the good and bene- 
volent man muſt frequently be unhappy; 
thoſe arrows of affliction which never 
reach the callous heart, pierce deep into 

his; he ſighs with the wretched, ſickens 
. 0 . with 
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SERM, with the diſtempered, ſhivers with the 
— naked, ſtarves with the poor and deſti- 
tute: but he who thus kindly mourns : 

for others, ſhall himſelf be bleſſed ; he 

who thus pitied others, ſhall himſelf 

meet with pity ; and he who comforted 


others, ſhall be comforted," 


The Almighty hath of his infinite 
goodneſs graciouſly ordained, that the 
performance of every moral duty ſhall 
carry with it ſome portion of its own re- 
ward: every act of friendſhip, tenderneſs, 
and humanity towards thoſe around us, 
is attended with a ſweet complacency 

and ſatisfaction of mind, that in a great 
meaſure compenſates for every difficulty 
and uneaſineſs that can accompany the 
execution of it. Melancholy, therefore, 
as is the taſk of commiſerating the ſuf- 
ferings of others, there is always ſome- 

thing that will make us ample amends 
for 


for it; a ray of light always breaks thro' 


the gloomy ſcerie; to gild and enlighten 


it. Bleſſed are they twho thus mourn, for 
they, ſays our Saviour, ſhall be comforted : 
they will be pitied when in affliction by 
thoſe whom they have pitied, and com- 
forted by thoſe whom they have com- 
forted. Whilſt there is any feeling in 
the breaſts of mankind, their ſorrows 
muſt be felt; whilſt there is any gra- 
titude in mankind; their ſenſibility muſt 
be returned, their compaſſion and huma- 
nity muſt be rewarded. 


Joy, mirth; and pleaſure, are frequently 
in the power of man to beſtow, but com- 


fort is the. peculiar gift of God; a gift 


of ſo exalted and divine a nature, that 
the full and proper diſpenſation of it ſeems 
to be reſerved for himſelf; to be as it were 


an emanation from the Supreme Being, 


the diſtinguiſhing attribute of the third 
Cr” erſon 
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; perſon in the ſacred Trinity. The Holy 


Ghoſt, we may here obſerve, is empha- 
tically ſtiled the comforter: FI go away, 


ſays our Saviour, Jill ſend the Comforter 


znto you: this was the only recompenſe 
that could be made to his weeping diſci- 


ples, for the abſence of their bleſſed Lord 


and Redeemer. Comfort indeed, though 
it hath not the glaring and attractive 
charms of deluding pleaſure, hath more 


ſolid and laſting advantages to recom- 


mend it, carrying with it a pleaſing re- 
membrance of paſt ſorrows, which al- 
ways enhances preſent felicity; it is a 


ſenſation doubtleſs far more grateful to 


the ſoul than all the tranſports of joy, 


and the flaſhes of idle merriment; a more | 
tranquil and heartfelt delight than it is 
in the power of wine, wit, or any ſen- 
ſual gratification to beſtow. Add to this 
alſo, that no pictures are ſo pleaſing as 


hoſe where the light and ſhade are ſo 


agreeably 


4 
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agreeably contraſted as to ſet off and re- 
commend each other: and this is the true | 
and enviable ſtate of the comforted man ; 
the more miſerable he has been, the more 
happy, will he find himſelf; and the 
heavier the calamities were which he 
laboured under, the more exquiſite will 
be his ſenſations when delivered from 
them. How beautiful is the chearful day, 
and the light of the ſun, to him who 
has long languiſhed in a dark and dreary 
priſon! how refreſhing is the air, to 
him who hath been confined to a ſick 
chamber! Would we hear the praiſes 
f health, we muſt not aſk it of him who 
hath enjoyed it for a long ſeries of time, 
but from him who is juſt riſen from 
a ſickneſs; and if we would know the 
bleſſings of proſperity, he who is exalted 
to it from a ſtate of penury and want, 


will deſcribe it to us infinitely better than 
the man who hath lived in affluence 
from his cradle. | | | 
0.3 Bleed, 
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RM Bleſſed, therefore, are they that mourn, 
> for they ſhall be comforted.” 


In all our affliction and calamities, let 
us turn aſide our eyes from the dark and 
dreary proſpect before us; let him that 
mourneth look forward to the glorious 
promiſe that is annexed to it, and re- 
member that he ſhall be comforted : let 
us no longer then gaze with an eye of 
envy and diſcontent on the affluence and 
proſperity of- the rich and great, | who 
have their portion of felicity in this 
world; let us not be dazzled by their 
ſplendor, or deceived by the mere exter- 
nal appearance of happineſs, but rather 
let us conſider thoſe who ſeldom or never 


taſte of miſery, as bereayed of true and 
ſolid pleaſure, whilſt thoſe whom God 
[ had viſited with ſorrow and affliction, 
i 5 are entitled to future comfort, and to 
| eternal happineſs. J, even J, faith the 
Lord, am he that comforteth you ; who art 
— oP {8 - 
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thou, therefore, that thou ſbouldſt be afraid 


of a man who ſhall die, and of the ſon of man 


who ſhall be made as graſs : ? Whilſt we 
have ſuch a comforter, ſurely, my bre- 
thren, we need not fear what man, or 
the enemy of man, can do unto us. 


'To conclude, therefore, in the com- 
fortable words of the prophet Ifaiah ; 
The Lord bath anointed his. choſen to bring 
good tidings to the meek, to bind up the 
Broken-bearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captive ; to appoint unto them that mourn 
in Zion, to give unto them beauty for aſbes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of 
praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs, that the 
Lord may be glorified. Abe redeemed of 
the Lord therefore ſhall return, and come 


with finging unto Zion, and everlaſting joy 


ſhall be upon their bead; they ſhall obrain 
gladneſs and joy, and Sorrow and mourning | 


Hall. * away. 
0 4 
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R 701 ce ai th them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep. 


Ter mankind were formed Pa SERM, 


ſociety, that we were born to ſerve cs 


and love one another, doth ſufficiently 
appear both from the frame and ſtructure 
of our bodies, and all the internal quali- 
ties and paſſions of our minds. Man was 
purpoſely made too ignorant to know, 
and too indigent to ſupply, his own ne- 
ceſſities, that he might be forced, in ſpite 5 
of himſelf, to aſk the aid and aſſiſtance 
of his fellow- creatures. 

To keep up and maintain that harmony 
and good - will amongſt men ſo inſtrumen- 
tal 
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tal to their happineſs, God hath graciouſſy 
implanted in every breaſt the great and i 
univerſal principle of Benevolence; fill- 
ed our hearts with ſocial affections, with 
that diffuſive ſpirit of humanity, and that 
ſympathetic tenderneſs which inclines us 
to partake of all the joys and ſorrows, 
the good and evil which is diſpenſed to 
our fellow-creatures. There have in- 


_ deed been men (and perhaps now are) 


who have ſo ſtifled the cries of nature, 
ſo extirpated the principle of benevo- 
tence from their minds, as to deny the 
reality and exiſtence of it. Theſe men 
will aſſert that friendſhip is nothing but 
ſelf-intereſt, that pity is weakneſs, and 
compaſſion folly. No man, ſay they, 
rejoices in another's good fortune, but 
from the hopes of rivaling or ſup- 
planting him; no man weeps for the 
afflictions of his neighbour, but from a 
ſecret dread of falling himſelf into the 
: ſame 
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ſame calamity. But theſe are poor and SERM. 


XI. 


ſhallow arguments, which every hour's — 


experience is ſufficient to confute; the 
minds of theſe minute philoſophers are 
corrupted and depraved; they look into 
the hearts of others, and there find, or 
pretend to find, that inſenſibility which 
they feel in their own. Without parti- 


cipation there 1s no enjoyment, and with 


it there are very few evils but are ſup- 
portable. A ſmall ſhare of the good 
things of life, with the advantages of 
ſociety, are far more worthy of our ac- 
ceptance, than all the treaſures, than all 
the kingdoms of the earth without it. 
And accordingly the holy apoſtle's ad- 


vice, in the words of my text, compre- | 


hends two ſeparate and diſtin& duties; 
very different indeed in their nature, but 


both of them equally neceſſary to the 
well-being of ſociety, and of conſe- 
| quence equally binding upon. every indi- 


vidual 
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vidual member of it: Rejoice, ſays he; | 


. with them that do rejoice, and weep with 


them that weep ; that is; Do not imagine 
yourſelves born for yourſelves alone, but 


as members of the great community : let 


therefore both the joys and the afflic- 


tions of others be the inſtruments of your 
happineſs, and the trials of your virtues; 


let the ſucceſs of your fellow. creatures 


dilate and expand your hearts with be- 


nevolent chearfulneſs; and when they 


are depreſſed by misfortunes, let your 
humanity ſympathiſe with their diſtreſs, 
and your partieipation relieve their ſor- 
rows. If they are happy, your ſenſibility 


will make them more ſo: if they are 


wretched, it will render them leſs miſe- 


rable. It ſhall therefore be the buſineſs 


of this diſcourſe briefly to conſider the 
nature, uſe, and neceſſity of both theſe 


duties, and endeavour to recommend and 
enforce the practice of them. 


With 
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With regard to the. firſt of theſe, one gppae. 


would think there was no neceſlity; of 
any arguments to recommend, or any 
authority to enforce it; a command to 
love ourſelves, to be eaſy and happy. 
ſeems indeed ſuperfluous; and yet as 
eaſy as the injunction is, we ſhall not 
find it always complied with. Rejoicing 
with thoſe that rejoice, though it be fo 
pleaſant, fo profitable, ſo amiable, is a 
duty notwithſtanding which ſome men 
never perform, 


The proud man never performs it, 
becauſe he thinks he has a right to all 
the applauſe that can be beſtowed, and 
all the good fortune that can poſſibly 
happen; he will not take a part, be- 
cauſe he imagines himſelf intitled to 
the whole ; he weeps therefore when he 
ought to rejoice, and complains when he 
ought to be thankful. „  Kott F003 Ty 
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The envious man never performs this 
duty, becauſe he conſiders his neigh- 


bour's happineſs, as his misfortune ; and 


every addition to another's pleaſure, as 
a diminution of his own, With bim, 
therefore, to have merit, is to reproach 
him for the want of it; to have honour 


and reputation, is to inſult him: he 
looks upon no affront ſo unpardonable as 


to be happy: no crime ſo great againſt 
him, as to be ſucceſsful, 


The ſelfiſh man does not perform this 
duty, becauſe he does not think it one; 
he is grown callous and inſenſible to 


every thing round him, and imagines 
that he is not in the leaſt concerned in 
things foreign to his immediate intereſt. 
Country, relations, friendihip, the con- 
nections of life, are things from which 
he is reſolved to fit looſe; joy is a kind 

of commodity ; he deſires neither to lend 
er borrow ; and he had rather ſtarve by 
Fe himſelf, 
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himſelf, than be indebted to e for 
its aſſiſtance. | 


But let us turn the perſpective, and 


take a view of the good and benevolent 
man, who multiplies the gifts of Provi- 


dence, and increaſes his pleaſures by par- 


ticipation; who rejoiceth with all thoſe 
that do rejoice, with his relations, his 
friends, his country, and his kind. He 
is leſs ſenſible of his own calamities, 


for the part he bears in others happineſs; 
he can ſcarce feel the weight of poverty 


or diſtreſs, whilſt he has a worthy friend 


that proſpers, a good and honeſt neigh- 


SERM; - 
XI. 


Cw. 
* 
1 


bour that is ſucceſsful ; from the joy he 


receives in viewing the happineſs of his 


fellow - creatures, he naturally endeavours 
to increaſe them; he laughs at the ma- 
lice of fortune, deſpiſes the cenſure of the 


vulgar, and riſes ſuperior to adverſity, 


7 Yor, J. | 1 2 When 
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When the mind is harmonized to peace 
and tranquility, it naturally ſoftens into 
the mildneſs of compaſſion, and opens 
to the dictates of humanity; the circle 


of its pleaſures is enlarged and expanded 


by beneficence; it will no longer be con- 
fined within the narrow limits of ſelf- 
love, but will exert its ſocial qualities, 
expatiate with freedom in the wide field 
of generoſity, take in the whole range 
of nature, and, like the perfumes of the 
Eaſt, diffuſe its fweetneſs over every 
thing that falls within the large compaſs 
of its influence. This will double _— 


[- pleaſure, and leſſen every calamity : 


hath indeed the ſame effect upon — 
mind of man, as the light of the ſun gn 
the various parts of the world it throws 
a luſtre on every object, gilds the face of 


nature, gives a glow to every colour, and 


creation, 


brightens and beautifies the whole viſible. 
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Let us then endeavour to cultivate in 


ourſelves an humane and chearful diſpo- 


ſition; it will double all our joys, and 
ſoften all our calamities; it is this diſpo- 
fition to be pleaſed and fatisfied with all 
that is about us, that alone can render us 
amiable companions, generous and bene- 


ficent neighbours, thankful and pious 


Chriſtians. 


But the apoſtle, in the latter part of 


my text, hath ſubjoined alſo another 


duty, which, though of a very different 
nature, is, as 1 before obſerved to you, as 
neceſſary as the firſt, and conſequently as 


incumbent on every one of us, and that 


1s, To weep with them that weep, 


And as this is a duty incumbent upon 


all men, it is therefore a duty which all 
men may very eaſily perform; it doth 
not require any ſuperior talents or ac- 


PF 3 : compliſh- 


— 
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E 2 compliſhments, and extraordinary advan- 
tages of fortune, fame, or power. Com- 
paſſion 1s not confined or circumſcribed, 
but, like thoſe misfortunes it was meant 
to alleviate, ſpreads itſelf through all 
ranks and degrees of men. To remove 
the poverty of the indigent, is the happy 
lot of the rich; to ſuccour the oppreſſed, 
is the glorious privilege of the great. 
The phyſician may aſſiſt nature, to throw 
off the diſorders of the body; the phi- 
loſopher may rectify the errors of the 


mind; theſe are offices adapted to cir- 
cumſtance, ſtation, or profeſſion; but the 
duty inculcated in the text, is the uni- 
verſal remedy to be adminiſtered by every 
hand, the grand ſpecific againſt all the 
evils of life; and were it applied as con- 
ſtantly and as univerſally as it ought to 
be, human nature would be relieved of 


half her burthen, and the rugged paths 


which ſo obſtruct our journey through 
this 
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paſſable.. t 454 | al 


It is an old, but a very juſt obſerva- 
tion, that all our happineſs and miſery 
ariſes in a great meaſure from compa- 
riſon. „ , 7 
In penury, therefore, in ſorrow, in ſick- 
neſs, and in age, the oppoſite, the more 
deſirable ſituation of others, makes us 
more ſenſible of our own misfortune, 
and reproaches tis, as it wete, with our 
infirmities. The kind and compaſſionate 
friend, therefore, who generouſly attends 


and ſympathiſes with us, who feels: for 
and partakes of our ſufferings, baniſnes 
this uneaſy ſenſation, brings himſelf down 
upon the level with us, and by that 
means puts a ſtop to all thoſe grating 
and cruel reflections which are the na- 
tural attendants on bitterneſs and miſ- 
fortune. ts 

—_— | 8 _ 
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In thoſe hours, and under thoſe oir- 
cumſtances, where ſolitude is leaſt ac- 


| —_ we are n moſt confined 


to it. 8 


When a man is in pain, want, or ad- 
verſity, his own thoughts are the worſt 
companions in the world, and yet they 
are perhaps the only ones with which he 
has it in his power to aſſociate. 


This then is the time for friendſhip, 
true, diſintereſted friendſhip, to appear 


in its utmoſt perfection: through the 
darkneſs of affliction that jewel ſhines in 


its greaſteſt luſtre: when the vain have 
left us, and the proud forſaken us, when 
the ſpirit itſelf is wounded, the friend 
ſteps in to heal it, divides the ſorrow, 
and lays. claim to a partnerſhip in our 


affliction. This is Humanity, this is 
Virtue, this is Religion. If you kindly 


condeſcend 
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condeſtend to ſooth his griefs, they will 


leſſen by degrees: as the channel is di- 


vided, the ſtream of ſorrow diminiſhes, 
and the burthen grows lighter by parti- 
cipation; he returns inſenſibly to com- 
fort; and when once he has proved your 


friendſhip, will ſoon admit of yu con- 


ſolation. 


But that the two great and important 


duties inculcated in the text may want 


no motive or inducement to the conſtant, 
ſteady, and uniform practice of them, 
let us remember, that we are not only 
exhorted to them by the faithful apoſtle 
and diſciple of Chriſt, but by Chriſt 
himſelf; that theſe are duties which our 
bleſſed Saviour did himſelf perform ; that 


by our compliance therefore with this 
neceſſary injunction, we ſhall not only 


obey his ſalutary precepts, but likewiſe 


follow his divine example. 


Fs Our 
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1 1 Our bleſſed Saviour came to bring 
peace upon earth, and good-will towards 
men; that peace and good-will he perpe- 
tually endeavoured to increaſe, and went 


about doing good. 


—— — a —⅛ 


— NE — — 
— K .. Fs . ov - = 3 
. * 11138 
* = —_ - 
CCC ——— d ß⏑‚ ,, «. Y . by — — — be 
= „ . a K * "_ £ 2, 
o : - "7g, o og 9 el "4 
' 5 


The firſt miracle he performed was at 
a feaſt of joy, where he rejoiced wth them 
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. that did rejoice, and not only partook of 
their mirth and happineſs, but exerted 


. — 
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alſo his divine power to promote them. 


And as he rejoiced with them that re- 
Joi ced. ſo alſo he wept with them that 
wept ; he thought it not beneath his 
dignity to mourn and lament for the af- 
flictions of thoſe he loved. In that moſt 
affecting ſcene, deſcribed by St. John, of 
raiſing Lazarus from the dead, we ſee 
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him exerting the virtue of humanity in 
the higheſt degree towards objects moſt 


deſerving of i it. | 
When 
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When Mary was come where Jeſus SAN. 
was, and ſaw him, ſhe fell down at his Iz, 


feet, ſaying, Lord, i thou hadſt been here, 
my brother had not died. | ** 


And when he ſaw her weeping, and the 
Jews alſo weeping which came with her, 
he groaned in the ſpirit, and was troubled; 
and he ſaid, Where have ye laid him? they 
ſay unto him, Come and ſee ; and Feſus 
wept,—Here we have the great model of 
perfection, the example of Jeſus Chriſt 
the righteous prompting us to this duty. 

Io conclude: off 

One virtue doth naturally beget ano- 
ther. Benevolence is always ſacceeded 
by beneficence; he who rejoices in ano⸗ 
ther's proſperity, will make it his buſi- 
neſs to promote it, becauſe, while he 
increaſes his neighbour's happineſs, it is 
an addition to his own; and when the 

heart 
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SERM. heart is open to the wants and diſtreſſes 
* of the indigent and oppreſſed, the hand 
will be ready to relieve them. Let us 
' then comply with the injunction of the 
holy apoſtle. Let not the force of pre- 
judice or faſhion warp us from our duty, 
nor an inordinate deſire of worldly poſ- 
; y ſeſſions extinguiſh in us the ſentiments of 
love and humanity. Let us then rejoice 
with them that ds rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. If fortune ſmileth on 
our neighbour, if proſperity ſhould crown 
his wiſhes, let us not repine at his ſuc- 
ceſs, or envy his happineſs, but let us 
chearfully fit down with him and par- 
take of the banquet. If, on the other 
hand, the rod of adverſity ſhall chaſtiſe, 
and the ſword of affliction fall upon him, 
let us kindly endeavour to ſooth his ſor- 
rows, and by partaking, mitigate his 

diſtreſs. | : 


Nature 


\ 


, 
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Nature points out to us theſe great 
important duties, Religion commands us 
to perform them, God the Father enjoined 
them, and God the Son himſelf practiſed 
them, If then we expect to live eaſy 
and happy ourſelves, let us encourage the 
ſocial affections, let us rejoice in the 
| happineſs of others, remembering it will 
infallibly promote and increaſe our own. 
If we expect to be comforted in our af- 
fictions, let us viſit the afflicted, and 
weep with them that weep, remembering 
that whatever endears us to our fellow- 
creatures, will make us alſo amiable in 
the eyes of our Creator: as it ſhould be 
| our pleaſure, it 1s our intereſt alſo : God 
will give us more enjoyment of life for 
it here, and reward us for it with eternal 


| happineſs hereafter. 
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A faithful friend 1s the medicine of life; and 
they that ſeck the Lord ſhall find him. 


M ON GST all thoſe pleaſures 
k which have the ſanction of reaſon 


to warrant, and the ſeal of innocence to 


guard and protect them, there is not per- 


” 
, * 


haps one, whoſe ſenſations are ſo exqui- 


ſite, and whoſe joys are ſo refined as that 


of virtuous friendſhip : there is not, in 


all earthly 'gratifications, one ſo becoming 
the dignity, ſo ſuitable to the frame and 
_ diſpoſition, ſo productive of the happi- 
neſs of our natures. With the moſt 
elegant propriety, therefore, doth the 
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SER“. wiſe man ſtile it ihe medicine of life 4 
— ſafe, a ſweet and pleaſing remedy: not 
like thoſe medicines which the art of 

man hath diſcovered to preſerve and re- 

; ſore our bodies, which, how falutary 
and efficacious ſoever they may be, are 


almoſt always nauceous and unpalatable. 


* 


The pleaſures of human life, or thoſe 
enjoyments which conſtitute our ideas of 
happineſs, may, I think, be divided into 
the rational and the ſenſual: to convince 
mankind that the joys of the former are, 
(contrary to the prevailing opinion) not 
only equal to, but even far ſuperior to 
the latter, is a taſk worthy the beſt heads 
to plan, and the beſt hearts to execute; 
and it has indeed been the ſucceſsleſs 
endeavour of the wiſe and good in all 
ages. To enhance the charms of virtue, 
and unite our happineſs with our duty, 
would perhaps be of greater ſervice to 
4 religion 
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religion; and entitle us to a larger ſhare 
of the divine favour, than any other act 
of piety whatſoever. I cannot but be of 
opinion that amongſt the many duties of 


a miniſter of the goſpel, there is one 


which, though too often neglected, is 
equally uſeful and neceſſary as any of the 
reſt: and that is, to have a-watchful eye 
over the reigning manners of the times 
we live in; to mark and to encourage the 


riſe of growing virtues, and to check the 
progreſs of advancing vice; to ſpeak with 


becoming freedom and decency againſt 
popular prejudices and prevailing follies; 
to point out the want or decay of every 
truly chriſtian and moral perfection; and 
to propoſe. every probable means of mak- 
ing men more humane, benevolent and 
affectionate to each other, and more de- 


voted to the ſervice of their great Creator. 
With this view, and in this light, I ſhall 


beg leave to conſider that partial and par- 


Vo. I. o- ticular 
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SERM. ticular connection between man and man; 
> which we term friendſhip, ſo generally 
commended and ſo little practiſed amongſt 
us, and which I would gladly enforce as 
a duty; a duty incumbent on every man, 
as the law of nature, of God, and of our 
Saviour, who did himſelf not only re- 
commend and enforce it, but alſo fre- 


quently perform it. 


A faithful friend, ſays the ſon of Si- 
rach, is the medicine of life ; and they that 
fear the Lord ſhall find him. A great and 
glorious treafure no doubt the wiſe man 
thought it, when he confidered it as a 
bleſſing which nothing but a life ſpent 
in the ſervice of God, could entitle any 
man to the participation of ; they that 
fear the Lord, they only who obey his 


commands, and walk in his ways, ſhall 
find him. They ſhall meet with this 
ſweet reward of all their toil; and when 

they 


1 
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they do meet with it, they will never re- sERM. 


pent of their labour in the ſeareh of it. 


XII. 
— 


There cannot be a ſtronger proof of | 


the real and intrinſic value of any thing, 
than the pains which are taken to coun- 
terfeit it. The more excellent the ori- 
ginal is, the greater will be the number 
of poor and imperfect copies. To this, 


doubtleſs, are owing the many faint re- 


ſemblances and falſe appearances of this 
great and noble virtue. Fraud, the 
better to carry on its deſigns, aſſumes 
her form and garb; hypocriſy mimicks 
her geſture; malice and hatred put on a 
maſk to repreſent her; good- breeding, 
which is in reality nothing but a kind 
of artificial good- nature, and complai- 
ſance, which is ingenious flattery, both 
endeavour to impoſe upon mankind by 
aping the manners of friendſhip; and very 
often do they ſucceed in deluding an in- 
0's cautious 
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cautious and credulous world. But, (as 
it has been truly obſerved by a. very good 


judge of human nature) the nearer any 


thing approaches to what is good, that 
is not really ſo, the more directly does it 
become its oppoſite. 


When we ſeriouſly reflect on all the 
evils of life, all thoſe calamities and di- 
ſtreſſes, which even the happieſt amongſt 
us muſt ſometimes ſuffer, and which the 
poor and deſpiſed do conſtantly endure; 
how neceſſary doth friendſhip ſeem to 
the very preſervation of our being! 
<« Sorrow,” ſays the great Bacon, * loſes 
« itſelf in many channels; and joy, 
« like a ray of the ſun, reflects with 
* more ardor and quickneſs when it re- 


* bounds upon us from the breaſt of a 


« friend.” There is indeed in every 


man a biaſs towards friendſhip implanted 


—— — — — — — 


by nature; in all our pleaſures, and in 
GO all 


* 
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all our afflictions, we are ever ſeeking 


for a partner; even thoſe who pretend 
to ſhun, or hate mankind, are ſtill in 


ſearch of a friend: how much ſoever 


from grief and diſappointment they may 
have contracted an abhorrence of the 

ſpecies in general, they are often very 
intimately connected with, and cloſely 
attached to ſome favourite individual. — 
Take away friendſhip,” ſays the Ro- 
man philoſopher, and you take away 
* all the joy, all the ſatisfaction of life.“ 
And indeed, in ſpite of reaſon, of reflec- 


tion, nay of religion itſelf, when the 


tender ties of amity are broken and diſ- 


ſolved, when we have no friend left to com- 


fort and ſupport us, when we once begin 
to look upon ourſelves as helpleſs indi- 
viduals, without a partner in our joys or 


ſorrows, the world muſt become a cheer- 


leſs deſart. When all the finer and more 
valuable ore is drawn off, and only the 
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droſs remains, it may then (it muſt in- 
deed) be our duty to ſuffer being, but 
it can no longer be our happineſs to 


enjoy it. 


On the other hand, there is in virtu- 
ous friendſhip, that ſympathy of joy and 
grief, which doth (as it were) multiply 
our exiſtence, ſhakes off the ſolitude of 
our nature, and gives us to enjoy a dou- 
ble being. It is this which ſoftens and 
humanizes the ſoul, ſtrengthens the judg- 


ment, refines the imagination, and creates 


an habitual beneyolence to our fellow- 


Creatures, 


He who is inſenſible of friendſhip, 
who centers all his pleaſures in the gra- 
tification of ſelf-love, can be regarded 
but as a limb cut off from the body of 
ſociety; a dead branch, that produces 
neither ſhade nor fruit; fit only to be 
| hewed 
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hewed down, and caſt into the fire: 
whereas, he who is a good and ſincere 
friend, will never be.a bad man; cannot 
be a bad Chriſtian. The unfeeling cal- 
lous heart, that is incapable of private 
truſt or confidence, little merits public 
eſteem or veneration ; the lover of him- 
ſelf can never be the lover of his country 
or his kind; becauſe it is abſurd to ſup- 
poſe, that he who has not the diſpoſition 
to care for one man, ſhould have the 
inclination to promote the happineſs of 
thouſands, 


The virtues, then, requiſite to the for- 
mation of a true friend, will enable a 
man to perform all the duties of life. 
And as only thoſe who ſeek the Lord 
can themſelves be friends; ſo neither can 
any but they merit or acquire them: 
friendſhip is a bleſſiing which only bzs 
ſervants can deſerve, and He only can 
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beſtow. Whoſo feareth the Lord, ſays the 
wiſe man, he ſhall direct bis friendſhip 
aright. Every bleſſing of life, and this 
more peculiarly is given to us by God, 
He. who formed the paſſions of the 


' ſoul, muſt direct and influence them; 
and he alone, 2 made hearts, can unite 


them. 


It was he, and he only, who knit the 
bonds of that ſacred tie, that noble 
friendſhip recorded in holy writ, between 
two of his moſt faithful ſervants; David 
feared the Lord, and therefore did he 


find his beloved Jonathan: and never 


did man perhaps ſo well deſerve, or ſo 
truly enjoy, this invaluable bleſſing. If 
we conſider the diſtreſsful circumſtances 
of this illuſtrious unfortunate, perſecuted 
as he was by tyranny and oppreſſion, and 
the kind relief ſo often adminiſtered to 
him by the partner of his ſoul, we muſt 

ſay, 
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ſay, that friendſhip was to him the me- 
dicine of life. Saul's inveteracy was a 
poiſon which only this precious anti- 


dote could ever have removed. Though 


David was the enemy of his father, tho“ 


he had been by prophecies declared the 


ſucceſſor, and thus ſtood between him 


and the throne; yet we ſee the ſon's 


duty, the ſubject's obedience, and even 


the royal hero's ambition, yielded to the 


irreſiſtible charms of friendſhip and af- 


fection. Jonathan forgot the rival in the 


friend, and generouſly ſtruggled to pro- 
mote David's intereſt, even in oppoſition 


to his own. The holy pſalmiſt well 


knew the value of ſuch a treaſure, he 


would not change ſuch a friend for any 


good, nor ſo faithful a brother for the 
gold of Ophir. Hearts ſo united, no- 
thing but death could ſeparate. How 
much while living he eſteemed him, how 


much 
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SERM. much when dead he regretted him, his 


XII. 
ws own eloquence alone can deſcribe. 


O Jonathan] I am diſireſſed for thee, my 
brother Jonathan; very delightful haſt thou 
been to me; thy love to me was wonderful, 
falling the love of wamen! The whole 
beautiful and pathetic elegy, as we find 
it in holy writ, is perhaps more capable 
of inſpiring worthy ſentiments of this 
refined paſſion, than any thing which 
ancient or modern eloquence can pro- 
duce, How ſeldom do ſuch pairs meet 
in theſe our days! but few of us have 
the virtue to merit ſuch friends, and 
therefore it 1s that ſo few of us enjoy 


them, 


He muſt have lived but a very ſhort 
time, or have paſſed it with very little 
reflection, wha has not obſerved that the 


preſent age is diſtinguiſhed by a remark- 
able 
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able decay of private friendſhip: we do 8 
XII. 


not meet with thoſe noble inſtances of mu- 


tual confidence, and diſintereſted attach- 


ment, which characteriſed former times. 
Both in our virtues and our vices we 
differ from thoſe who went before us. 
We are perhaps more ſober, and more 
_ cautious, certainly more charitable, but I 
believe we are not ſo honeſt, ſo friendly, 
ſo open and fincere as our anceſtors : 


What we gain on one fide, we loſe on the 


other; it will become us, therefore, to 
look into the account, and ſee whether 
in the end we are bettered by the ex- 


change: if we give up the pleaſures of 


private friendſhip, for nothing but pub- 


lic parade and amuſement ; if we barter 


our honour and integrity for politeneſs 
and good-breeding, and exchange the 
heart-felt happineſs of domeſtic endear- 
ments, for the external, caſual enjay- 
ments of faſhionable follies, we ſhall 

| have 
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XII. 
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—> ſors, or boaſt our fancied ſuperiority over 


them. . 


Amongſt innumerable evil confequences 
ariſing from that frivolous manner of 
ſpending. time, which we have of late 
years inſenſibly contracted, it is not per- 
haps the leaſt, that it is the greateſt 


enemy to that virtuous friendſhip we are 


now conſidering. The variety, and ſo 
frequent repetition of public meetings, 
muſt naturally be deſtructive of all pri- 
vate connections: in large and populous 
aſſemblies there is always a mutual com- 
merce of deception and diſſimulation car- 
ried on, which inſenſibly corrupts the 
mind, and teaches the tongue a language 


foreign to the heart. 


Hence it ariſes, that what we generally 
term friendſhips, are but the bands of 
folly; 
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folly; knit together by the ſlender ties 
of intereſt, or the ſilken cords of plea- 
ſure, which are eaſily broken and diſu- 
nited. Whilſt on the other hand, the 
few, the very few, which are bound by 
the golden chain of virtue, and impreſſed 


with the ſeal of truth, are firm, con- 
ſtant, and indiſſoluble. 


We cannot therefore be too careful 


(and eſpecially in the early part of our 


lives) with regard to this important ar- 


ticle, as the whole bent of our future 
conduct may in a great meaſure depend 


upon it: according to the connections 
we form, and the friendſhips we contract 
in our youth, will be found, for the moſt 


part, the whole tenor of our lives. 


But to crown the glory of friendſhip, 
to ſet this grand ſpecific againſt every hu- 
man evil in its true and higheſt light; 


let 


SERM. 


II. 


238 | On Friendſhip. 


let us add, that it is as it were an at⸗ 


* 


tribute of the Deity, an emanation of the 
divine Being. God's friendſhip towards 
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man is viſible throughout his whole divine 
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diſpenſation; * in our creation, our pre- 
« ſervation, and all the bleſſings of this 
*< life;” his tender and providential care of 
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us in our earlier years, his conſtant bene+ 
volence, indulgence and forgiveneſs; that 
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kind intercourſe and communication car- 
Tied on by his divine grace; but above 
all, that ſignal inſtance of his friendſhip 
to mankind, ſo eminently ſhewn by 
ſending down his beloved Son; that Son, 
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who became nan only that he might be 
a friend: that he might intercede for 
us with his almighty Father; might 
bear our burthens, and ſuffer for our ini- 
quities : and as he was a real friend to us, 
he expects us to be ſuch to him: I call 
you not ſervants, ſays he, for the ſervant 
knoweth not what bis Lord doth; but 1 
| | have 
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have called you friends; fer all things that 
T bave heard of my Father, have I made 
known unto you. But alas! like many 
other true and ſincere friends, he met 
with an ungrateful return for all his 
kindneſs; a ſad reward for all his ſince- 


rity: his friends bur ill repaid his good- 


neſs, and but poorly recompenſed his 
generoſity: thoſe diſciples whom he fo 
loved and truſted, meanly betrayed, and 
faithleſsly deſerted him: in the hour of 
adverſity and ſorrow, and at the approach 
of his final diſſolution, even thoſe who 
had not long before left all to follow 
him, at laſt, we are told, forgot their 
friend and benefactor, and inſtedd of 
comforting or aſſiſting, forſook him and 
fled: inſtead of the medicine of life, he 


SERM. 
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met the cup of death; that cup which he 


ſo earneſtly prayed might be removed 
from him, and which perhaps the rich 
cordial of friendſhip might have rendered 
leſs bitter and leſs diſguſtful to him. 


Some 


SERM. 
XII. 


Some have entertained an abſurd and 


— ridiculous notion, that private friendſhip 


is deſtructive of public benevolence : the 
falſity of which is ſu fficiently evinced in 


the character and conduct of our bleſſed 


Saviour himſelf while upon earth: who, 
though his own life was, in regard to 
the public, one continued act of love 
and friendſhip, was, notwithftanding, 


more nearly connected with, and more 


intimately attached to one favourite in- 
dividual. St. John is deſcribed to us in 
the New Teſtament, as that diſciple 
whom above all Jeſus loved ; on whoſe 
boſom he leaned, and in whoſe breaſt he 


repoſed truſt and confidence. Paul was 


his convert, Matthew was his follower, 


Peter was his diſciple; but John alone 


was his particular friend. Amongſt many 
other inſtances of the mutual tenderneſs 
and affection between them, let us call 
to mind that melancholy ſcene where, 
with the utmoſt filial piety, we find our 

| gracious 
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gracious Redeemer recommending his SERM. 


mother to the care and protection of his 
friend. When Jeſus ſaw his mother, and 


the diſciple flanding by whom be loved, be 


ſaid unto his mother, Woman, behold thy ſott! 
Then ſaith he to the diſciple, Behold thy 
mother  Hete we ſee all the beauty and 


XII. 


uſefulneſs of true affection; all the con- 


fidence of ſacred and inviolable friend- 
ſhip; the new relation is immediately 
formed, and the effects immediately viſi- 
ble; for the diſciple, we are told, took 
her from that hour to his own home. 


Shall we then deſpiſe a paſſion attended 


with ſuch peculiar pleaſures, and ſuch 
noble benefits? Shall we contemn a 
virtue which our Saviour practiſed, or 
neglect a duty which he performed ? 
Shall we not endeavour to follow ſo 


bright an example? Shall we not ſtudy 


to be friends? friends to ourſelves, to 
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SERM. our relations, to our neighbours? and 
e above all, ſnall we not be friends to him 
who hath thus loved us? Tf thy brotber, 
ſays God himſelf in the book of Deutero- 
nomy, the ſon of thy mother, or thy ſon or 
thy daughter, or the wife of thy boſom, or 
thy friend, which is as thy con ſoul, entice ' 
LY tßbee to ſerve other gods, thou ſhalt not con- 
ſent unto him, Here we ſee the friend is 
placed above all the ties of kindred and 
relation; he indeed who performs this 
office with zeal, truth and integrity, is 
far above them all. 


Let the hopes therefore of meeting 
with this great reward, animate us in 
all our toils and labours through the 
weariſome pilgrimage of this life; and 
encourage us in the practice of thoſe vir- 
tues that may render us deſerving of it; 
let us riſe from the love of man to the 
love of God; and let us ſo cultivate 


human 
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human friendſhip, as at length to make 


us worthy of the divine. 


Such, after all, is the weakneſs, and 
ſuch the ingratitude of mankind, that 
how well ſoever we may merit, we may 
never meet with this ineſtimable bleſſing 
here on earth; but if we do not find it 
below, we muſt look for it above: thoſe 
that ſeek the Lord, will never want a 


good and faithful friend. 


Take then, O man! this friend into 


thy heart; ſerve, revere, love and cheriſh 


him ; ſerve him with all thy powers, re- 
vere and love with ail thy faculties this 
friend; and this friend ſhall own thee in 
thy loweſt condition, ſpeak comfort to 
| thee in all thy forrows, counſel thee in all 


thy doubts, ſupply all thy wants, and, 


in a word, will never leave thee or for- 


ſake thee ; but when all the promiſes of a 
R 2 deceitful 


SERM. 
XII. 
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SFRM. deceitful world have failed, will take 
— thee to his boſom, love, cheriſh, and 
ſupport thee; and as the Pſalmiſt ex- 
preſſes it, will guide thee with his counſel 


bere, and afterwards receive thee into glory. 


Which may God of his infinite mexcy 
grant to us all. 
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SERMON XIII. 


1 TRAHES S. V. 16: 


Rejoice evermore. 


ANIS ſhort precept of the holy gpm. 


apoſtle is of ſo ſweet and amiable 
a nature, that one would almoſt be in- 
duced to think there was no neceſſity of 
any arguments to recommend, or any 


authority to enforce it: a command to 


love ourſelves, to be eaſy and happy, | 


to promote our own comfort and ſatiſ- 
faction, ſeems indeed ſuperfluous ; and 
yet experience will convince us, that this 
ealy injunction is ſeldom obeyed. St. 
Paul, moſt certainly did not mean by the 
words of my text, that we ſhould rejoice 

= 4. | at 
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at all times and in all places, at the ex- 
pence of our innocence and virtue; that 
we ſhould rejoice with the profligate 
and the epicure: he did not mean that 


we ſhould be always in a faſhionable 
round of worldly pleaſures, in idle ſcenes 


of noiſy and outrageous mirth, in cham- 


bering and wantonneſs, in riot and de- 


bauchery; in ſuch laughter, (or at leaſt 


ſoon after it) the heart is ſorrowful, and 


the end of ſuch mirth is heavineſs : this 
is that kind of falſe joy, which in the 
language of Solomon, like the crackling 
of thorns, burns for a little time with 
great fury, but very ſoon dieth away, and 
is no more. We cannot rejoice ever- 
more, in things of ſo vain and tranſitory 
a nature, which are of no value, nor of 


no continuance. 


But this we all may, this we ought to 
do, and this the apoſtle meant to enjoin 
5 , © 


r 
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us: In whatever ftate of life we are, there- S8ERM. 
with to be content. To be grateful in our 


acknowledgments of thoſe mercies which 
are beſtowed upon us, to enjoy and to 


praiſe God for them, to ſhew a pleaſure 


and ſatisfaction in ſerving ſo good and ſo 
gracious a maſter, to obey his commands 
with chearfulneſs and alacrity, * come 
before his preſence with thankſgiving, and 
| foew ourſelves glad in him. Nothing can 


doubtleſs be more prejudicial to religion, 


or more highly injurious to the great 
author of it, than to ſuppoſe it ſour and 
melancholy ; that it ſhould enjoin ſor- 


row, and make ſelf. affliction the teſt of 


our obedience. Religion, on the con- 
trary, is the ſource of all true Joy, the 
foundation of all happineſs, graciouſly 
imparted to mankind to ſooth his griefs, 
ſoften his calamities, and adminifter com- 
fort and conſolation to him in every 
ſtation and circumſtance, and which only 

can 
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can indeed give him to rejoice evermort 
both here and hereafter. 


' I ſhall endeavour therefore, in the ſub- 
ſequent diſcourſe, to enforce this ſhort 
but amiable precept, by a few of thoſe 
numberleſs arguments which may be pro- 
duced in ſupport of it, both from reaſori 
and revelation, and to ſhew that it is the 
duty of every Chriſtian to rejoice ever- 
more; a duty which he owes to God, 


and to his Saviour, whoſe yoke zs eaſy, and 


bis burthen light. And it may perhaps at 
this time be more particularly neceſſary 
to vindicate the religion of Chriſt from 


the imputation of ſeverity, in an age 


when a ſet of men have ſprung up 
amongſt us, whoſe gloomy auſterity and 
frantic enthuſiaſm, have ſaddened and af- 
flicted the minds of the weak and ſple- 
netic, and endeavoured to eſtabliſh ſtrange 


and ridiculous notions without the leaſt 
autho- 
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authority from that ſcripture which they SER ; 
I. 

read, that faith they profeſs, or that 4 

maſter whom they pretend ſo diligently | 


to ſerve, and ſo implicitly to obey. 


Whenever God hath pleaſed to reveal 
himſelf to mankind, hath he ever re- 
quired any thing at our hands but a rea- 
ſonable and chearful ſervice? Human 
ordinances will ever have ſome flaw in 


them, ſome partiality, or injuſtice ; but 
when God is the law-giver, all which he 
enjoins is tempered with that tenderneſs 
and mercy which is over all his works. 


In confirmation of which, we need but 


for a moment look back on the Jewiſh 
and Chriſtian diſpenſations, and compare 
them with the wild and incoherent no- 
tions of the Pagan world concerning 
religion and morality. | 


* 
What a glorious pre-eminence did the 


Jews enjoy o over the whole race of man- 
kind 


[ 
i 
: 
S 
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sSERM. kind whilſt God was their king and 
' ww governor! Joy was enjoined them as a 


duty, and feſtivity a part of their reli- 
gion. Whilſt the prieſts of Baal, thoſe 
who made the 1dols, and were like unto 
them, were tearing their fleſh in honour 
of their lifeleſs deities, the miniſters of 
Jehovah were loſt in holy raptures, and 
chanting hallelujahs; whilſt the wor- 
ſhippers of Thammuz were lamenting 
the death of their fancied divinity, the 
daughters of Iſrael were far othefwiſe 
employed with their pſalteries and tim- 
brels, the lute, the harp, and the well - 
tuned cymbal, repeating joyful hymns 
to the Father of love and mercy : the 
bloody Moloch commands his votaries 
to ſacrifice their own beloved offspring, 
but the God of the Hebrews calls for old 
men and children, young men and mai- 
dens, to Join in the eaſy taſk of praiſe, 
and fill dp the chorus of thankſgiving, 
I will 
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1 will have mercy, and not fecrifice, faith 
the Lord; Thinkeſt thou that I delight in 
burnt offerings? Such were the glorious 
privileges which God's choſen people ſo 


long enjoyed, and ſo little deſerved; for 


though they had of all men moſt reaſon 
to rejoice evermore, yet were they ever- 
more complaining ; and eaſy as the yoke 
was, yet did they continually groan be- 


neath the weight of it. But if we have 


reaſon to condemn the ingratitude of the 
Jews to their divine law-giver, ſo viſibly 
ſhewn in their unjuſt murmurs againſt 
him, what ſhall we ſay to thoſe Chriſ- 


tians who ſo unwillingly enter into, and 


ſo negligently perform that ſervice which 


1s perfect freedom ? Can we complain ; 


our maſter's commands are grievous, or 


his laws unjuſt ? are not chearfulneſs 


and good-nature, tenderneſs and genero- 


| fity, perpetually inculcated in the pre- 
cepts of our bleſſed Lord and Redeemer ? 
Doth 


SERM. Doth he ſeem to rejoice in any thing 
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more than in ſeeing us love and ſerve 
each other? Does he enjoin any duties 
that are irkſome and burthenſome to 
human nature? On the contrary, do 
not all his commands carry with them 
the utmoſt pleaſure and ſatisfaction in 
the performance of them. 


With regard to our own private ſitu- 
ation and circumſtances in life, it may be 
advanced, that it is not always poſſible 
to comply with the injunction of the 
apoſtle; that there are ſome ſituations 
and events which would undoubtedly 
rather incline us to weep than to rejoice ; 
and that it is the lot of many to be al- 
ways, and with too much reaſon, un- 
happy. But to this it may doubtleſs, 
on the other hand, be replied, that we 
are very ſeldom, if ever, able to judge 
ourſelves, what may be beſt and moſt 


conve- 
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convenient for us. That which we are 
moſt apt to rejoice in, is frequently that 
which we ought rather to lament and be 
ſorry for; and that which gives us the 
moſt uneaſineſs, is what, if rightly un- 


gerſtood, we ſhould be moſt ſafisſhed 
with, 


The hand of God is always operating 
for us, and though unſeen by us, is not 
therefore leſs powerful ; but men wil- | 
fully ſhut their eyes, and will not ſee his 
goodneſs, nor glorify their Maker, 


The various beauties and wonders of 
nature, though they are every day and 
every hour before our eyes, (and perhaps 


indeed becauſe they are ſo) are ſeldom 


taken notice of or admired. Very few 
contemplate or inveſtigate, . and fill 
fewer underſtand, her works, She 
clotheth herſelf in verdure to refreſh. 


the 


NK 
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the eye ; ſhe diftates every ſong that de- 
lights the ear; ſhe ordereth the fun to 
rule by day, and the moon by night; the 
ſtars to glitter in the firmament, and the 
earth to bring forth her encreaſe, for out 
uſe, for our pleaſure, for our inſtruction; 
and yet man is not mindful of her, nei- 
ther doth the ſon of man regard her; 
and ſo it is with that particular and con- 
tinual providence of God, which is ap- 
pointed to watch over and protect us, 
and without which, ſurrounded as we 
are with dangers, we can neither foreſee 
nor prevent, we could not poſſibly ſub- 
fiſt; and yet how few there are who 
ſeem in the leaſt ſenſible of it? how 
very few who confide or who rejoice 


in it? 


Had we leiſure ſufficient to examine 
into the human mind, unbiaſſed by pride 
and partiality, we ſhould perhaps diſco- 


"Ws a * 2 | a. 


er, that, abſtracted from the difference ut. 


XII. 


my ariſes from habit, education, and — 


eircumſtances in life, men are much 
more upon a level in regard to their un- 
derſtanding than is generally acknow- 
ledged; and it is not improbably the 


fame in point of happineſs, which is, for 


the moſt part, pretty equally diſtributed 


amongſt us; not confined to any clime 
or nation, to any particular ſet of men, 
to titles, rank, or profeſſion, but flow- 
ing through various channels; and. like 
that divine Being, by whom it is im- 
parted, ſhedding its gracious influence 
over the whole creation. It becometh 
well the juſt, therefore it becometh the 
happy, to be thankful; and. when our 
almighty Benefactor ſhowers down his 
bleſfings upon us, he will doubtleſs look 


on our eſteem of his favours as the 
ſtrongeſt teſtimony of our gratitude, Dt - 


receive our enjoyment of them as the ſin- 
cereſt acknowledgment. 
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| There is one happineſs which the ſo- 
cial and benevolent mind will always 
| partake of, and that is, rejoicing in the 
| proſperity of others. Rejoice, ſays the 
apoſtle, with them that do rejoice. It 
is a certain mark of a poor and abject 
ſpirit, to be diſguſted and uneaſy at the 
good fortune of thoſe who ſucceed better 
than ourſelves: the bad man covets, the 
good man enjoys his neighbour's poſſeſ-— 
| ſions; the benevolent and humane is leſs 
ſenſible of his own calamities, from the 
part he bears in another's happineſs : he 
will not feel the weight of poverty or 
diſtreſs, -whilſt he has a worthy friend 
that proſpers; ſuch a man laughs at the 
| malice of fortune, deſpiſes the cenſure of 
the croud, and riſes ſuperior to adverſity. 
But there is ſtill one more exalted virtue 
which would naturally flow from the 
obſervance of this precept, and which is 
probably the moſt difficult to attain, to 
ET y rejoice. 
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rejoice everinore under the hardeſt perſe- skR NI. J 


cutions, when we afe thereto called by 
God, in defence of his laws, and the 
religion of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- 
viour, 15 


The apoſtles, we know, took joyfully 
the ſpoiling of their goods, they did ac- 
count it all joy when they fell into di- 
verſe tribulations z they piouſly and juſtly 
thought that the ſufferings of the preſent ' 
time were nof worthy to be compared to that 
glory which ſhould be revealed to them. Are 


not we alſo the ſervants of the ſame_ 


maſter? Are not we⸗ bound as Chriſ- 


tians to act in the ſame manner, if it 


ſhould at any time be required of us? 
And have we not reaſon to rejoice that 
we are not put to ſo hazardous a trial; 
that the faith we profeſs hath defeated 


the malice of its enemies, and is firmly 


eſtabliſhed by the civil power, ſo that 
"I 7 all 7 
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all our eaſy taſk is to comply with its 


laws, and obey its divine ordinances; to 
do juſtice, to love mercy, and to walk 


humbly with our God? 


Let us then, my brethren, rejoice ever- 
more: let us rejoice with our fellow- 
creatures that we are men; that God 


hath given us reaſon and underſtanding 


above the brutes that periſh; that he 
hath, as the ſon of Sirach ſays, created 
man immortal, and made him to be an image 
of his own eternity ; that he hath put all 
things in ſubjection under us; that his 
divine Providence doth continually inter- 
poſe to preſerve and ſupport the work 
of his hands; and that he can never 
leave nor forſake us; but as he hath 


made us capable of happineſs here, ſo 


hath he bleſſed us with ſouls framed for 


eternal, never- fading happineſs hereafter. 


Again 6; 


— 
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Again, as we ſhould rejoice with our 


fellow-creatures_ as men, ſo ſhould we 
alſo rejoice with our fellow-citizens 
that we are freemen; a land of liberty is 


a land flowing with milk and honey. 


Let us ſend up our thankſgiving to the 


Almighty, that we are not in the mean 


and ſordid condition of ſlavery, groaning 


under chains and perſecution, - or galled 


by the hard yoke of arbitrary power; 


not in @ barren and dry land where no 


evater is, but in a kind and lux u iert fo 


where the hills are covered with plenty, 
and be valleys ſtand ſo thick with corn, that 


they laugh and fing ; where thoſe bleſſings 


which are procured by induſtry, are pre- 
ſerved by law, protected by the nobleſt 


conſtitutions, and ſubjected to the moſt ' 


perfect form of government which hu- 
man wiſdom could frame; where right 
18 maintained, and property ſecured; 
and where every man may enjoy the fruits 


3 | of 


— 


262 02 Thankſgiving. 


58M. of his labour, and fit with 12 and ſafety 


XIII. 
= under his own vine, and under his own 


 fgetree. 


Laſtly, and above all, let us rejoice 
with our F ellow-chriſtians, that we have 
| the illuſtrious privilege, the glorious pre- 
eminence of the goſpel which has brought 
life and immortality to light; let us re- 
joice and give thanks unto God, that 


* 3 X 
. 


we are not born in an age of j ignorance 
and Paganiſm, or nurſed in folly and 
ſuperſtition ; not the ſlaves of Heathen 
| idolatry; or of that church which 
"MN treads in its ſteps, which! is entirely, as 
it hath been evidently proved, conform- 


able to it, and which hath always, and 
doth ſtill continue to embrace its errors, 
| | rites, and Ceremonies. Let us rejoice 
| that God hath ſo opened our hearts, 
and enlightened our underſtandings, as 


£4 fo make us thoroughly ſenſible of his 
goodneſs 
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goodneſs in ſending down his beloved 
Son for our redemption, to take our 
nature upon him, to guide all our ſteps, 


SERM. 
XIII. 


to direct all our actions. As we are 


and all the bleſſings of this life, ſo, be- 


yond all, let us acknowledge his ineſti- 


mable love in ſaving us through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, theſe means of grace, 
and that hope of glory ; that hope which 
alone can ſupport us here, and that glory 
which we have reaſon to expect here- 
after. In the mean time let us rejoice 
evermore, let us bleſs the almighty Being 


: 
: 
7 


thankful for our creation, preſervation, | 


wi = 


. 
f : 
: 
: 


for all his mercies paſt, and implore the - | 
continuance of them ; let the ſenſe of his 


goodneſs lead us to a ſincere repentance 
of our ſins, and teach us to know that 


the only means of rejoicing ſtill in the 
favour and protection of God, is, by our 


gratitude, piety, and goodneſs, hence- 


forth to ſtudy to deſerve them. Thus, 


„ „ 


—— 
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SERM. in ſpite of all evils and calamities inci- 
bo” III. l of 8 : ; 
dent to mortality, may we be able to re 


Joice in this life; and thus (which is in- 


finitely more deſirable) may we expect 
and live in ſure and certain hope to re- 
joice evermore in that which is to come. 
>. | 
3 - 
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For TRINITY SUNDAY. 


8 ERM ON XIV. 


ROMAN Ss XI. 33. 


O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God] how unſearch- 
able are his Judgments, and his ways fa 
finding out. 


"HEN we conſider the infinite 
diſtance between a ſelf-exiſtent, 


all-powerful, and all-knowing Creator, 


and his finite, dependant and ignorant 
creatures; when we reflect on the nar- 
row limits of human reaſon, and the 
confined powers of human underſtand- 
ing, we cannot but wonder at the pride 

and preſumption of man, in attempting 


to * into the ways, and explore the 


judgments 


. 


0 
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Judgments of God. That great repoſi- 
tory of truth, the Holy Scripture, is in 


nothing more full and explicit than in 


repreſenting to us the tranſcendency of 
God's ways and actions, above all created 
intellectual beings. There is a cloud 
ſpread around the great and noble works 
of the Almighty, which ſurpaſſeth our 
utmoſt reach, and quickly determineth 
our ſhort horizon ; and yet ſuch is the 
pride and perverſeneſs of man, that whilſt 
he neglects the only buſineſs which is 


of real conſequence and importance to 


him, and which it is always in his power 


to attain, he is at the ſame time per- 
petually employed in the vain purſuit of 
that knowledge which 1 is abſolutely un- 


attainable by his narrow and limited 


ca apacity. 


4 
I, 


When the celebrated heathen Philo- 


fopher was alked by the Tyrant, what 
God 
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God was ? he defiret a day's time to con- 
ſider the queſtion; that day expired, he 
requeſted two; and then, inſtead of an- 
ſwering, required more time for the ſo- 
jution of it. The more he contemplated 
the nature of the divine Being, the more 
was he at a loſs to account for it, Who- 

ever indeed has a proper ſenſe of his 
own weakneſs, and the unlimited and 
unmeaſurable perfections of his almighty 
Creator, cannot but ſee the amazing diſ- 


parity between the ſupreme Author of 


all things and his own inſigmficance; 
between the wiſdom of God and the 
folly of man; muſt humbly bow the 
head, and acknowledge how vain the at- 


tempt for finite to fathom infinity. Thoſe | 


uſeful and neceſſary truths which are to 


influence our practice, and direct our 


conduct, will afford us abundant matter 
for meditation; our buſineſs here is 
rather to act than to know ; rather to 
LY perform 


- 
- 

- 
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perform the ſeveral duties required of us, 
than to enter into uſeleſs enquiries con- 


cerning them, 


There is ſcarcely the moſt trifling pro- 
duction of nature that hath not ſome- 
thing in it which mocketh our fooliſh 
confidence, and baffles our vain enqui- 
ries: even in the minuteſt parts of the 
creation, though the effects are apparent 
and viſible, - the firſt cauſes and ſprings, 
with all their wonderful operations, ſtill 
lie hidden from us. How much more 


| incomprehenſible, therefore, muſt be the 


God of nature? concealed as he is, and 
ſurrounded by the infinite ſplendor of 
unconceivable glory, and covered with 
the veil of unſpeakable perfections. The 


day however is not far off when all theſe 


myſterious depths of the riches of God's 


wiſdom and knowledge, which now ſo 


perplex and confound us, ſhall be made 
clear, 
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clear, open, and. familiar * to us. Then skRM. 
ſhall the Almighty diſplay the hidden 
glories of his nature, and our faculties 
enlarge proportion ably at the view; then 
ſhall all the complicated ways of his di- —_ 
vine Providence be unravelled, and We | 


ſhall know e even as we are known. 


Let us, then, no longer ſummon om- 
nipotence before the bar of ignorance, 
or place a ſhort-lived and ſhort-ſighted 
mortal to fit in judgment on his Maker. 
Let us reſt thoroughly convinced that an 


over- anxious ſcrutiny into the myſterious 
ways and judgments of God is utterly 
-uſeleſs, as to all the purpoſes of rational 1 4 
enquiry: and yet unſearchable as the 
ways of God are, at all times there 
have been, and at all times there will 
be found inquiſitive and preſumptuous 
men, who have aſpired to the knowledge 
of them. What volumes have been writs. 
ten to explain myſteries that are inexpli- 
cable. 
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cable, and diſcloſe judgments that are 
not to be revealed! How many have 
dared to confine the juſtice, and to limit 
the mercy of the Moſt High? and in 
conſequence of this aſſuming knowledge, 
have taken upon them to diſpenſe his 
bounties, and to infli&t his puniſhments 


on their fellow-creatures: How many 


who have dared to arraign that Provi- 
dence which ſupports them, and to con- 
demn that wiſdom by which they were 
made? And as there are ſome who find 
fault with the works, ſo there are others 


who miſunderſtand and miſinterpret the 


word of God; who pretend to know the 
will of their Creator much better than 


thoſe to whom he hath thought fit to 


reveal it. How many are there amongſt 


| the enthuſiaſts of our own age and nation, 


who are perpetually employed in wreſt- 
ing and ſtraining Holy Writ, merely with 


à view of ſupporting ſome new-fangled 


doctrine, 


U 
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doctrine, or favourite hypotheſis, by 
forced and unauthoriſed conſtructions, 
and ſtrange interpretations of difficult 
and obſcure paſſages; pretending to find 
out the unſearchable ways of God, and 
explain | his judgments to men. 


If as ſcience and literature extended 
themſelves, true wiſdom and virtue had 
extended themſelves alſo, we muſt doubt- 
leſs have been much wiſer and better 
than our anceſtors; but to multiply 
books is not always ro multiply knows» 
ledge: and an improvement in arts and 


ſciences is not certain to be accompanied 


with an equal improvement in piety 
and virtue; ſo far from it, that with 
all the advantages which we have over 
former times, we abound perhaps as 
much in vain wiſdom and falſe philo- 
ſophy, in folly, vice and irreligion, as 
any of our Pagan predeceſſors. 

Vole 1. T With 


SERM, 
XIV. 
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With God, wiſdom and knowledge are 
united and inſeparable perfections; but 
with man we too frequently ſee it the 
reverſe; the little knowledge we acquire, 
inſtead of conducting us to the paths of 
wiſdom, only miſlead us into the laby- 
rinths of folly; and the few truths we 
have been able to diſcover, ſerve but to 


promote the caule of error and falſehood. 


If we look back to the remoter ages of 
antiquity, we ſhall find, that their moſt 
accurate ſurvey and examination of the 
heavenly bodies, inſtead of directing them | 
to the worſhip of the one true God, but 
deceived them into. idolatry; and that 
even in later and more enlightened times, 
when true philoſophy began to dawn 
upon us, the clouds of error and ſu- 
perſtition ſtill continued to obſcure the 
proſpect. What ſtrange and unaccount- 

able doctrines hath the churck f Rome 
| endea- 
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endeavoured to draw from the ſacred mn SBRM, 


| tain of Holy Writ! How hath ſhe refined 


away the true ſenſe of the Goſpel of our 


bleſſed Redeemer, and laboured to recon- 


cile fin with Chriſtianity, to the utter 


extirpation of holineſs, and the diſſolu- 
tion of every moral and ſocial tie! 


If we look back upon the almoſt 
numberleſs volumes which, from time 
to time, have been written concerning 
the redemption of man, and the incar- 


nation of our Saviour, we cannot but 


reflect, with aſtoniſhment, on the little, 


the very little light, which all that blaze 
of human art hath caſt on the ſubject: 
all that they have hitherto done, has 
but perplexed inftead of enlightening the 
underſtanding; and obſcured, inſtead of 
illuſtrating the matter under conſidera- 
tion. The peculiar fitneſs of that method 
to reſtore fallen man, is ſtill as great a 
= _ myſtery 
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myſtery to us, as it was on the firſt pro- 
mulgation of the goſpel; and all that we 
have learned from the united labours of 


the moſt ſubtle reaſoners, amounts to no 


zmore than a thorough conviction of that 


- 
> 


truth which is expreſſed in the words of 
my text, © That the ways of the Al- 
te mighty are unſearchable, and his judg- 


* ments are paſt finding out.” 


But amongſt all thoſe divine and un- 
ſearchable truths, which, from their 
myſterious and incomprehenſible nature, 
have at all times ſuffered from the vain 
ſuggeſtions and interpretations of men, 
that ſacred myſtery which we this day 
commemorate, has been treated in a man- 
ner moſt unſuitable to its dignity and 


importance. What immenſe tracts of un- 


intelligible divinity (for ſo it hath been 
juſtly called) have been publiſhed on this 
ſubject! what unaccountable chimeras 

have 


nouef n 


have entered into the heads of our con- kro. ; 


troverſial writers concerning it! what 
various diſputes, ſects, and opinions, 
hath it produced amongſt us! Almoſt 
every part of ſcripture hath been wreſted, 
and tortured by the ſeveral parties, either 
in vindication of, or in oppoſition. to it; 
and.all the ſubtleties of human reaſon em- 
ployed to explain that, which, after all, 
nothing ever can explain but the divine, - 


And yet, after all that hath been ſaid, 
and all that hath been written on this 
occaſion, are we at all better acquainted: 
with the myſtery of the Holy Trinity ? 
Doth it appear more plain and demon- 


ſtrable, or better adapted to our capaci- 


ties, than it was to our unlearned prede- 


ceſſors, before any ſuch conteſts aroſe, or 


any ſuch books were written? If it 
doth not, what hath every cool, impar- 
tial and reaſonable Chriſtian to conclude 
1 . from 
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from hence, but that the ways of God 
are unſcarchable, and his judgments paſt 
finding out! That it is his indiſpenfible 
duty to believe in the Holy Trinity, be- 
cauſe the word of God, (which cannot 
err) has commanded him ſo to do; that 
the manner and operation of this divine 
myſtery is purpoſely concealed from us; 


and that as the perfect knowledge of it 


can be of no uſe to us in this world, it is 
therefore reſerved, by the great fountain 
of wiſdom, to exerciſe our improved fa- 


culties, and increaſe our ſuperior happi- 


neſs in that which 1s to come. 


'T would not, by any thing here ad- 
vanced, mean to put a ſtop to the 


progreſs of knowledge, or reſtrain the 
freedom of human will : the ways and 
judgments of God, whilſt they are con- 
ſidered by us with that awful reverence, 
that diffidence and humility, which be- 

| „ 


Ways of God. 4 2 79 | 


come the purſuit of them, are highly 
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XIV. 


worthy of our ſtricteſt ſearch and moſt = 


diligent enquiry; and ſo long as our 
reſearches are guided by that holy fear, 
they are not only innocent, but meri- 
torious, becauſe they muſt always pro- 
mote the honour and glory of that divine 
Being who is the object of them. All, 
therefore, which I would contend for is, 
that when we take into conſideration the 
nature and attributes of Him who made 
us, when we ſearch. into and examine the 
myſteries of our holy religion, when we 
ſpeak or write of the actions of God, 
we ſhould do it with that reſpect and 
adoration which a Being ſo infinitely 
ſuperior hath a right to expect from us: 
we ſhould remember, that our duty 
towards Him, and not his behaviour oh 
wards us, is the fitteſt baſis of our argu- 
ment, and the moſt proper ſubject of 
our enquiry; fe his plain and ſelf- 
p evident 
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evident reaſon, becauſe we can live and 


move and have our being, and enjoy every 
thing we can deſire, without that know- 
ledge of God and his divine myſteries 
which de hath hid from our eygs, and 
is therefore to us inſcrutable ; but on 
the other hand, we cannot be eaſy or 
happy without ſome knowledge of our- 
ſelves, and of our duty to our Creator 
and Redeemer. 


To conclude, then ; Since the ways of 


God are unſearchable, and his judgments 


paſt finding out, let our eyes contemplate, 
at an awful diſtance, that object, whoſe 
ſplendor, too near, would dazzle and 
confound them. Let us, without mur- 
muring or repining, ſubmit to thoſe de- 
crees which we cannot reverſe; acknow- 
ledge that wiſdom which we cannot con- 
fute; adore thoſe ways which we cannot 


ſearch into; and admire thoſe judgments 


which we cannot find out. 


Whilſt 


Ways of God. 


Whilſt God is the ſubject of a our en- 
quiry, hu mility 1 is the beſt inſtructor, and w_ 
| modeſty the ſafeſt guide. To himſelf 
alone his will i is known; and by himſelf 
alone it can be revealed: the knowledge 
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of God muſt come from God, even as 
water floweth from the ne Let 
us then proſtrate ourſelves before his 
throne, and intreat him to lighten our 
darkneſs, to remove the clouds of igno- 
rance and error from our minds; to 
teach us the knowledge of his ways, and 
the works of his commandments, that we 


may arrive at thoſe ſeats of wiſdom where 
we ſhall know even as we are known; where 

the ways of God ſhall no longer be un- 1 
ſearchable, nor his judgments paſt find- Y | 


ing out ; but where all ſhall be diſcovered 
_ unto all, and where God ſhall himſelf 
moſt graciouſly condeſcend to teach and 
inſtruct us: where he, who alone knoweth 
and underſtandeth all things, ſhall re- 


ward 


* 
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SERM. ward every man, ; not according to his 
wa inquiſitive thirſt after forbidden, but his 
| diligent ſearch after uſeful knowledge, 
| the knowledge of God and his laws; and 
the only true and valuable wiſdom, the 


wiſdom unto ſalvation. 
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MATTREW XI. 3. 


Art thou be that ſhould come, or do we look 
for another? 


T is univerſally known and acknow- 

ledged, that at the time of our bleſſed 
Saviour's appearance upon earth, the 
Jews were in daily and continual expec- 
tation of a Meſſiah; a circumſtance which 
we ſhould naturally have ſuppoſed would 
in the moſt eftectual manner have pre- 
pared their minds for the reception of 
our bleſſed Redeemer, who left the bo- 


ſom of his Father, to ſave mankind from 


eternal miſery and deſtruction. With 


the utmoſt ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment, 


therefore, 


1 
— — — — 3 * 4 
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therefore, do we find them rejecting that 


bleſſing which they had ſo long wiſhed 
for, and doubting the divinity of that 


Meſſiah whom they had been in ſuch 


_ conſtant expeRation of, 


When T_T had heard in priſon, ſays St. 
Matthew, the works of Chriſt, he ſent two 
of his diſciples to ſay unto him, Art thou he 
that ſhould come, or do we look for another 
—or, in other words, Art thou indeed 


the great Meſſiah, who has been foretold 
by our prophets, who haſt been fo long 
and ſo impatiently wiſhed for by us all? 


Art thou he? or muſt we ſtill want, and 
ſtill Jook for another ? 


In the conſideration of theſe words, it 
may not be amiſs previouſly to obſerve, 


that John ſent this meſſage to Jeſus, not 
to ſatisfy himſelf, but his diſciples, with 


whom he had ha as. uſed every argu- 
ment: 


4 
9 
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ment in favour of Chriſt, He could not 
himſelf in the leaſt doubt the divinity | 


of our Saviour, whom he had baptized, 
on whom he had ſeen the Spirit deſcend 
in form of a dove, and heard the voice 
from heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom T am well pleaſed, John, 


therefore, we may reſt aſſured, was tho- 


roughly fatisfied ; but his diſciples were 
not they were ſtill incredulous. John 
therefore ſent them to Jeſus himſelf, 
who he hoped would ſoon convert and 


convince them. 


I propoſe, therefore, in the following 


diſcourſe, to conſider, 


Firſt, The reaſon which induced the 
Jews to doubt the Divinity of the true 
Meſſiah, and to look for another; and, 


Secondly, To lay before you the more 


weighty and convincin g argon Which 
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und. ſoould have perſuaded them not to look for 
— another, but to be thankful for the ap- 


pearance of the great Redeemer, Jeſus 


Chriſt the righteous. 


And firſt, then, One of the reaſons, 
and perhaps the principal, why they 
looked for another Meſſiah, was, their 
miſtaking and miſapprehending their 
own prophecies, as delivered in holy 
writ. The kingdom of the Meſſiah is 
in ſeveral parts of holy writ fled an ever- 
laſting kingdom, a kingdom that ſhould 


never paſs away; from whence the Jews 


abſurdly concluded, that when the Meſ- 
ſiah came, he was not to die, but to abide 


with them for ever. 


They did not conſider that the ever- 
laſting kingdom was not to be poſſeſſed by 


him on earth, but reſerved for him as 
his reward in heaven: and as he appeared 
not only as a mere mortal, but as one of 


the 
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the moſt miſerable and . afflicted alſo, SERM. 


XV. 


they paid but little regard to his future 


immortality. 


But a Second reaſon why the Jews 


looked for another Meſſiah was, That 
Chriſt preached ſalvation to the Gentiles. 


So long had this haughty nation been ac- 


cuſtomed to conſider themſelves as the 
choſen people of God, the darling favou- 


rites of the Almighty, that they could 


not bear the thought of dividing that 
love which they were uſed to engroſs, 


and ſharing that patrimony which they 


looked upon themſelves alone as entitled 


to: their ideas were too ſelfiſh, too nar- 


row and contracted to form any notion 


of a Redeemer who was to live and die 
for all mankind. When they found, 


therefore, that the firſt work which Jeſus 
employed himſelf in, was to pull down 
the 3 wall between Jew and Gen- 


* 
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tile, to open the door of- faith to all na- 
tions; when they beheld him aſſociating 
and converſing freely with Heathens and 
Infidels, men of every ſe& and denomi- 
nation, and ſhewing the ſame regard for 
their happineſs as for that of the children 
of Iſrael ; inſtead of revering him as their 


friend and benefactor, they looked on 


him as their avowed enemy, as one who 
came to pollute their altars, to deprive 


them of their rights and privileges, and 


which, to pride like theirs, was a morti- 


fying circumſtance, and an injury they 
could not forgive, to ſet them upon a 
level with their fellow- creatures. 


A Third reaſon' why the diſciples of 
John the Baptiſt, in particular, were not 
ſatisfied with our Saviour, but looked for 
another Meſſiah, was probably, Becauſe 
Jeſus Chriſt was both in his public and 


private character extremely different from 


| b their 
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their own maſter, whom they greatly + 


honoured and revered. 


John the Baptiſt came, as our Saviour 
obſerved, neither eating bread nor drink- 


$ERM. 


ing wine; he is deſcribed as recluſe, ſo- 


litary, and abſtemious; practiſing great 
auſterities, and diſtinguiſhing himſelf by 
peculiarities with regard to his diet, con- 
verſe, and behaviour: he had bis rayment 
of camel's hair, and a, leathern girdle about 
his loins ; and his meat was locuſts and wild 


honey. The dignity and ſolemnity of his 


appearance induced many of the Jews to 


reſort to him: they crouded to him from 
Jeruſalem and Judea, and all the region 


round about Jordan, and many were bap- 


tized of him; and when John talked to 
them of Jeſus as the promiſed Meſſiah, 
they had always before them the idea of 
a powerful earthly monarch ; they ima- 


gined, when they came to Jeſus, to have 


* „ found 
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found bim alſo affuming the like, or rather 
a ſuperior dignity, practiſing the ſame 
auſterities, and behaving with the ſame 
reſervedneſs as their favourite prophet: 


they were ſurpriſed and aſtoniſhed, there- 


fore, when, inſtead of the formal pietiſt, 
or the rigid philoſopher, they met with 
the humble, the condeſcending, the fa- 
miliar friend, when they found him eat- 
ing and drinking, aſſociating and con- 


verſing even with publicans and ſinners. 


This ſhocked their pride, and wounded 
their ſelf. love: all their pleaſing pro- 
ſpects of freedom from the Roman yoke 
were obſcured, and all their deluſive 
hopes of univerſal empire deſtroyed and 


obliterated. They were diſappointed and 


diſſatisfied at our Saviour's appearance; 
they could not bring themſelves to ima- 
gine, that one who was ſo inferior to their 
maſter in every external perfection, could, 


in reality, be ſo far his ſuperior as to 


anſwer 
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anſwer the idea they had conceived of 
a Meſſiah. 


Theſe, amongſt many others, (equally 
ſuperficial and inconcluſive) were moſt 
probably the ſtrongeſt reaſons that in- 
duced the Jews to reject the true Meſſiah, 
and to look for ariother : very poor and 
unſatisfa&ory they doubtleſs are, as will 
more evidently appear, when we come, 
as I propoſed in the ſecond place, to lay 
before you thoſe far more cogent and 
powerful arguments, which ought fully 
to have convinced them that Jeſus was 
in truth the Redeemer whom they ex- 


pected and that they need not have 


looked for another. 


They ſhould not, therefore, in the 
firſt place, have looked for another, be- 
cauſe all' the remarkable prophecies of 


1 — in the Old Teſtament, were 


” 3 7 exactly 
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SERV, exactly and (literally fulfilled in him: it 
is there predicted, that he was to ſpring 
from the Jews, to be a prophet and a 
law-giver, as Moſes had been before him ; 

to be born of a virgin; the ſcepter was 

not to depart from Judah, nor a lau- giver 
from between his feet till Shilo came: he 
was Zo be a light to lighten the Gentiles, as 

well as the glory of bis people Iſrael ; he 

was to be a ſpiritual (and not a temporal) 
king, and the prince of peace; to be a man 


of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief; to 
put an end to fin, and make reconciliation 
for iniquity; to be cut off, but not for him- 
ſelf; to ſeal up prophecy, and eftabliſh ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. F 


Such is the conſtant language of holy 
writ concerning him. With all theſe 
| indiſputable marks and ſtamps of the 
divinity ſo | ſtrongly and viſibly impreſſed 


upon him, nothing but that more than 


Egyptian 
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Egyptian darkneſs which clouded their sERM. 


underſtanding, and debauched their ſenſes, 


could have prevented this infatuated peo- 


ple from ſeeing and acknowledging their 
gracious Redeemer. 12 


If our bleſſed Saviour had ot been the 


XV. 


true Meſſiah, but what the Jews ac- 


counted him, an hypocrite and an im- 
poſtor, he would then have acted juſt as 


they wiſhed, and expected him to act; 


he would have fallen in with their pre- 


judices and prepoſſeſſions, would have 


aſſumed the character of a temporal deli- 


verer. The whole Jewiſh nation at this 


time was, we very well know, ripe for 


rebellion ; they burned with uncommon 


ardor for revenge on their conquerors, - 


and wanted only a bold and enterpriſing 


leader to aſſiſt them in ſhaking off the 
Roman yoke. He might have taken ad- 
vantage of the popular opinions in his 

WS: favour, 


/ 


— 
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| favour, have ſeized the golden oppor- 


tunity, and, as the arch-impoſter Maho- 
met did in after-times, might have raiſed 
himſelf to the ſeat of empire : if his 
kingdom had been of this world, he 


might, at that fortunate period, very 


eaſily and firmly have eſtabliſhed it. 


But that the Jews might have no ex- 
cuſe left for their unpardonable infidelity, 
our Saviour, who was well acquainted 
with their temper and diſpoſition, he 


who ſo well knew the pride and naugh- 
tineſs of their hearts, made it the buſi- 


neſs of his life to undeceive them in 
their miſtaken ideas of his character, and 
to ſet them right in a point ſo impor- 
tant: he conſtantly diſclaimed all title to 
royalty, all rank, power and precedency ; 


he encouraged no- ſeditious or rebellious 


principles, but preached and practiſed 
n taught ſubmiſſion to kings and 
rulers, 
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4 and inſtead of oppoſing ths Ro- 
man power, as they had fondly expected, 
ſtrengthened and ſupported it; com- 
manding them to give unto Ceſar the things 
that were Caſar's, and to God the things 


SERM. 


which were God's, In vain, however, 


did he endeavour to convince thoſe who 


were not to be convinced, In anſwer 


therefore to John's diſciples, in the 
words of my text, he has recourſe, we 
may obſerve, to the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
unanſwerable argument which he could 
poſſibly have made uſe of: Go, ſays he, 
and ſhew John thoſe things which ye do 
bear and ſee: the blind receive their ſight, 
the lame walk, the leapers are cleanſed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raiſed up, and the 
poor have the Goſpel preached unto them. 
He refers them, we ſee, to that part of 
the ancient prophecies, which could 
not be miſtaken; which could not be 
applied to any but to himſelf: he ap- 


peas 
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peals indeed not to their memory, or 


their underſtanding, but to their ſenſes, 
and to their hearts: he would have them 


rely not on their faith, but on their 
ſight; Tell Jobn what ye do hear and ſee : 


as if he had ſaid, If you will not be- 


* heve thoſe ſcriptures which you pre- 
« tend to have ſo great a reverence for, 
« and which teſtify of me; if you believe 


not your own maſter, whom ye ac- 


* knowledge to be a prophet ; if ye be- 
« ljeve not ne, nor him who ſent me; 


« at leaſt you will believe your own eyes, 
and your own ears, which cannot de- 


© ceive you, If the miracles which I 


2 perform are beyond the reach of hu- 


* man power, they muſt flow from the 
* divine; none can do the works of God 
ce but the Son of God.” 


An argument ſo, powerful and irreſiſt- 
able; an argument adapted, as this was, 
to 
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to univerſal capacity, muſt have com- 


. manded, one ſhould imagine, univerſal 


conviction : this muſt have put to ſilence 


the ignorance of fooliſh, the perverſeneſs 
of obſtinate men, and turned at once the 
hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the 

jujt. The miracles of our bleſſed Saviour 
were indeed received by many with that 
degree of reverence, and eſteem of their 
divine Author, which they ſo highly de- 
ſerved : the impartial and unprejudiced 
could no longer with-hold their aſſent 
to facts ſo indiſputable; the greater part, 
however, ſtill doubted, and till diſbe- 
lieved; they refuſed to acknowledge 
Chriſt for the true Meſſiah, and in ſpite 
of all this evidence continued to look for 


another. 


I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with 
drawing ſome natural inferences which 


reſult from what had been here ad- 


 vanced, 
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vanced, and which may be of fervice 


to us with regard to our own future 


conduct. 


We cannot reflect on the amazing ob- 
ſtinacy, blindneſs, and ingratitude of the 
Jews, with regard to their diſbelief and 
cruel treatment of the Meſſiah, without 


lamenting the ſingular fate of that un- 


happy people. From the choſen and 


elect favourites of the Almighty, to be- 
come the veſſels of his wrath, and the 
objects of his eternal diſpleaſure; from 


a well governed and united, to become 
a diſperſed and abandoned nation, ſcat- 
tered over the face of the earth; to ſee 
the prophecies of that Redeemer whom 
they deſpiſed, ſo exactly and literally 
fulfilled, and his blood, according to 
their own impious wiſh, ſtill flowing 
upon them and upon their children ; to 
have ſeen and known one Redeemer, and 
yet 


— 
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yet ſtill to look for another; to be al- 
ways wiſhing for what can never be 
granted, always aſpiring after a happi- 
neſs which can never be attained, is 
doubtleſs a ſcene of complicated miſery 
and diſtreſs, which only a nation ſo un- 
fortunate as theirs ever experienced, and 
which only gilt like theirs could ever 
deſerve. A God of infinite goodneſs and 
mercy, it is humbly to be hoped, and it 
ſhould be every Chriſtian's prayer, will 
one day ſoften and turn their hearts, will 
open their eyes to ſee the things which 
were ſo long hidden from them, will one 
day bring back theſe long loſt ſheep to 
the fold of Chriſt. 


In the mean time, it will high'y 
become us (and more eſpecially at this 
ſolemn ſeaſon) to congratulate ourſelves: 
on our much nobler and much happier 


lot; to reflect with pleaſure that we have 
acknow- 
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acknowledged a Redeemer, whom hey 


rejected, and embraced that faith which 
they contemned : we are blefſed with a 


good and gracious Meſſiah, and cannot 


need, nor wiſh, nor look for another. 


Thanks be to the Almighty giver of 


every good gift, we have not, like the 


Jews of old, any popular prejudices to 


combat, any national errors or prepoſſeſ- 


fions to darken our minds, and prevent 
our belief and thorough conviftion of 
Chriſt's divinity : we have not, as hey 
had, the might and authority of the civil 
power to contend with ; we are not now 


to ſtruggle, as they did, with the princes 
and potentates of the earth; to ſuffer 


oppreſſion, pains, and perſecution in the 
cauſe of Chriſt : his religion 1s fixed and 
eſtabliſhed, and all our eaſy taſk is 70 do 
juſtice, to love mercy, and walk humbly with 
our God. If we do not obey the precepts, 
and adhere to the diftates of our holy re- 


ligion ; 
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ligion; if we are not really and in fact, 


in word and deed, what we profeſs our- 
ſelves to be, we ſhall be far more guilty 
and more impious even than the * 
rhemſelves. 


To conclude then, The beſt proof of 
our belief that Chriſt is the true Meffiah, 
muſt, after all, be given by complying 
with the terms of his goſpel, by living up 
to his doctrine. The great end of Chriſt's 
coming, and of the whole myſtery of 
godlineſs, is to make men wiſer and 
better. Let me therefore entreat you, 
my brethren, not to fruſtrate the ulti- 
mate purpoſe and deſign of our Saviour's 
birth. If we are ſatisfied that Chriſt is 
come, let us conſider why he came; 
doubtleſs not to continue us in a ſtate of 
ſin and miſery, but to redeem us from it. 
Let us not therefore live and a& towards 
this Saviour, as if we looked for another, 
If 
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ena. If we have any regard to the truth of 
wy thoſe prophecies which foretel the purity . . 
| and integrity of men's lives, under the 

reign of the Meſſiah, let us be careful, 
on our parts, to anſwer the whole end 


and purpoſe of his divine miſſion, and 
to live as becometh a people who have 
been thus redeemed of the Lord. 
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We have ſinned againſt the Lord. 


T HE ſituation and circumſtances of sram. 

3 | „ 
1 the children of Iſrael, as deſcribed CL, 
in that portion of holy writ, from which 


I have choſen the words of my text, ſeetn 


to carry with them ſuch a ſtriking and 
viſible ſimilitude to our own, as to point 
out and demand our more particular at- 
tention to, and application of it, on the 
preſent ſolemn occaſion; 


The Philiſtines, moſt avowed and in- 
veterate enemies to God's choſen people, 
had aſſembled together, and were en- 

X 2 5 camped 
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camped againſt Iſrael; when it was de- 
creed by the Almighty, that his un- 
5 worthy favourites, who by their ſins and 
abominations had ſo often and ſo griev- 
ouſly offended him, ſhould at length feel 
the effects of his indignation againſt 
them. The Iſraelites, who ever ſince 
the triumph of David over Goliah, had 
looked on the Philiſtines with contempt, 
advanced towards them with ſure and 
certain hopes of victory. The event, 
however, proved that their hopes were 
vain ; for when they joined battle, Vael 
was ſmitten, and they fled every man into 
his tent, and there was a very great ſlaugbh- 
ter; there fell of Iſrael thirty thouſand 
men, and the ark of God was taken, and 
the two ſons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, 
were ſlain. A defeat ſo terrible and ſo 
unexpected muſt doubtleſs have made a 
ſtrong impreſſion on the minds of this 
proud and rebellious people; they beheld 
them- 
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themſelves on a ſudden reduced to ſub- SERM. 


XVI. 


jection by an enemy whom they had long 


held in deriſion, and forced to ſtoop to 
thoſe who had juſt before bowed down 
before them. To crown their misfor- 
tunes, the ark of the Lord, the ſymbol 
of God's preſence, was wreſted from 
them, and remained in the poſſeſſion of 


their triumphant rivals. This they looked 


upon as an infallible ſign of God's wrath 
againſt, and total deſertion of them; this 
ſtruck deeply into their hearts, and pro- 
bably contributed, in a great meaſure, to 
excite in their minds that conſcientious 
remorſe, and abhorrence of their ini- 
quities, which they afterwards expreſſed. 


The ark of the Lord, the glory of 
Iſrael, was a treaſure too precious in 


the ſight of God himſelf to be left in 
the hands of the Philiſtines; the divine 


X 2 power 
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power therefore, in vindication of his 
own honour, infpired the Philiſtines 
with a reſolution to reſtore it ; they ſent 
it back themſelves to Bethſhemeth, from 


whence it was brought by the Iſraelites 


to the houſe of Abinadab. The reſto- 
ration of ſo great and valuable a capture 
was a circumſtance of too much conſe- 
quence to be neglected by the wiſe and 
pious Samuel: he conſidered it as a ma- 
nifeſt interpoſition of the ſupreme Law- 


giver in favour of his repenting people; 


he laid hold of the opportunity, there- 
fore, to aſſemble and exhort them; to 


repreſent to them the goodneſs of God, 


who ſeemed, by this act of kindneſs 
towards them, to have forgotten their 
tranſgreſſions; he endeavoured, therefore, 
to turn them aſide from their idolatrous 
practices. And Samuel ſaid, Gather all Ij- 
rael to Mizpeth, and I will pray for you 
rnto the Lord; and they gathered together | 

a 70 
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to Mizpeth, and drew water, and poured it SERM. 
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out before the Lord, and faſted on that day, — 


and ſaid there, We bave finned againſt the 
Lord. 


It is impoſſible to reflect on the facts 
above related, without drawing ſuch con- 
cluſions from them as muſt be highly 
ſerviceable to us with regard to our own 
conduct; we ſee every thing was ordered 
and directed by the will of the ſupreme 
| Creator, and therefore every thing was 
done right; the prieſt exhorts, the peo- 
ple repent ; the prieſt gives advice, the 

people attend to it, 


It is worth our while to remark in the 
_ enſuing part af this chapter the conſe- 
quences of this behaviour ; we ſhall there 
find, that the moment the Iſraelites began 
to repent and amend, the Lord was gra- 
cious to them; as ſoon as they left their 
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N falſe gods, they found favour with the 
— true; when they returned to virtue, their 


affairs immediately put on a more chear- 


ful aſpeft; the Philiſtines, thoſe proud 
and triumphant foes, who had been the 


inſtruments of God's wrath, and there- 


fore had ſo eaſily diſcomfited them, when 


the Moſt High went forth with their ar- 


mies, were no lon ger able to contend with 


the favourites of the Almighty. After 


Samuel's ſacrifice and interceſſion, another 


battle was fought between them, when a 
dreadful peal of thunder ftruck the Phi- 
liſtines with conſternation, threw their 
forces into confuſion, and they in their 


turn were ſmitten before Iſrael. 


In the remainder of this diſcourſe I 


ſhall endeavour to point out to you the 
moſt ſtriking ſimilitude of features be- 


tween the children of Iſrael and the in- 


habitants of this land, with regard to our 


ſituation 
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fituation and circumſtances at this im- 
portant period: from whence I ſhall 
dra ſuch uſeful inferences as may beſt 
tend to guide and direct our future con- 
duct. ue 


And firſt, then, give me leave to ob- 
ſerve, that the moſt ſtriking reſemblance 
between the Iſraelites and ourſelves, is 
in our lives. We have been, like them, 
a thoughtleſs, wicked, and ungrateful 
people; like them, we had been for ages, 
as it were, the elect of God, the favour- 
ites of the Almighty, bleſt with peace, 
liberty and plenty, in a land flowing with 
milk and honey; and yet, in the midſt 
of all, improperly forgetting the author 
of theſe ineſtimable benefits. As the Iſ- 
_ raclites turned into Baalim, and Afhta- 
roth, and ſtrange gods, even ſo have we 
been ſlaves to our own corrupt affections, 
neglectful of our own intereſts, and de» 
ſtroyers of our own happineſs. 
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SERM. As we have reſembled them thus near- 


| "XVI, any . | . 
ly in our lives and manners, it was na- 


turally to be expected that the ſame cauſe 

would produce the ſame effect, and that 
ve ſhould reſemble them in our miſeries 
and afflictions alſo, God, though a God 
of mercy and long-ſuffering, would not 
thus be provoked every day, but roſe at 
laſt to vindicate his own injured honour ; 
he kindled up, therefore, againſt us an 
enemy, of whom but a few years fince we 
had not the leaſt fear or apprehenfion ; 
he hardened the hearts and turned afide 
the affections of thoſe who were before 
united to us in the ſtricteſt bonds of love 
and amity. 


War is indiſputably amongſt the 
moſt dreadful evils that can afflict a na- 


tion; it is one of thoſe ſcourges with 
which God chaſtiſes his ſinful and re- 
bellious creatures; an inſtrument of ven- 
- geance in the hands of the Almighty, 
2 where- 
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wherewith he puniſhes the grievous ſins 
and offences from time to time commit- 


ted againſt him. 


If there be a circumſtance that can 
render this deſtructive tyrant ſtill more 
formidable, that can enhance his ſeverity 
and double his terrors, it is doubtleſs that 


calamity in which we are ourſelves at 


this period ſo unhappily involved; it is 


the melancholy conſideration that we are 


oppoling thoſe with whom we have been 


ſo long and ſo intimately united; carry» 


ing our arms againſt thoſe whom we 
have ſo long loved, cheriſhed, and pro- 
tected; that thoſe who were once the 


objects of our eſteem, tenderneſs, and 


affection, are now become the mark to 
which are bent all our hoſtile prepara» 
tions. 


But enough hath been already ſaid and 
written on this unhappy conteſt : all : 


that 
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. that we can now do, and all that fuits 
this ſolemn occaſion, is to lament thoſe 
evils which we could not foreſee, and 
to weep over thoſe misfortunes which 


XVI. 


we can no longer prevent; to be ſorry 
for thoſe ſins hich brought upon us fo 


heavy a calamity, and to endeavour, by 
our fincere repentance of them, to turn 


aſide the dreadful conſequences of them. 


How happy might we ſtill be, if thefe 
wounds, wide and painful as they are, 
"could yet be healed ; if yet we and they 
might be brought to know the things 
that are for our peace: but the evil ſpirit 
hath taken poſſeſſion of them, as it did 


of Saul; but they will not, like him, be 
ſoothed by the power of harmony; they 
will not liſten to the harp of peace, nor 


hear the voice of the charmer, charm ſhe 
never ſo wiſely, 


Encou- 5 
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Encouraged by the obſtinacy of theſe 
men, and animated by their ſucceſs againſt 
us, our ancient and determined foe, ever 


ready to take advantage of our weaknels, 


at length threw off the maſk of friend- 


ſhip, which ſhe had been long forced to 


wear, and ſtood forth as our avowed ene- 


917. 
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my. But a ſhort time elapſed, before 


another power, equally falſe and perfi- 
-dious with the firſt, infatuated by evil 
counſels, contracted alſo an unnatural 
alliance with our rebellious colomes, and 
combined againſt us. | 


With this accumulated weight to preſs 


upon her, it is no wonder that the Britiſh - 


empire ſeemed for a while to ſink beneath 
the burthen. - Oppreſſed on every fide, 
we knew not which way to turn our 
face, This uncertainty, and this op- 
preſſion, brought on a ſcries of unfortu- 
nate events, which had well nigh ſuak 

us 
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SERM. us in ignominy and ruin; from a power- 


XVI. 


— ful and reſpected, we ſeemed degenerated 


into a friendleſs and deſpiſed people, a 
laughing-ſtock and deriſion to thoſe who 
had no knowledge of our laws. 


But even this dangerous and deſtructive 
evil hath, by the gracious providence of 
God, been productive of benefit and ad- 
vantage to us: that fatal union which 
took place againſt us abroad, hath 
brought on what we much ſtood in need 
of, a more domeſtic union at home ; pub- 
lic danger hath begotten public ſpirit ; 
we ſeem at laſt to be rouſed from our le- 
thargy, to have ſhaken off the fetters of 


party, prejudice and faction, and to have 


taken up the common cauſe with ſome 
degree of true Britiſh ſpirit and alacrity. 


. In conſequence of this happy change, 
our plans have lately been attended with 
| ſome 
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ſome ſucceſs ; the juſtice: of our cauſe 8 
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ſeems, in ſpite of our many ſins and ini 


quities, to have engaged the God of bat- 
tles on our ſide: the ſea, which for a while 


ſeemed to have forgotten her ancient 
maſter, begins once- more to acknowledge 
her rightful ſovereign, and Britain re- 


aſſumes her dominion over it. 


Let us not, however, relapſe into our 


former indolence, and return again to 
our ſins, but put away our idols of plea- 
ſure and diſſipation, and ſerve the Lord 
only. If his paſt judgments have already 
awakened us' to a conſciouſneſs of our 
ſins, let his preſent mercies melt us into 
a ſincere and perfect repentance of them; 


let the taſk which was begun before, 
owe its perfection to a nobler motive, 
and be finiſhed by gratitude. If the Lord 
hath been ſo gracious to us, how can we 

rebel againſt him? Shall we offend a Gd 


of 
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of ſuch goodneſs? ſhall we 0 a | God 


of ſuch ark 


I repeat it, my brethren ; let not any 


partial ſucteſs bring on ſecurity, or in- 


dulgence be the mother of forgetfulneſs; 
the face of war is terrible, even when 


he ſmiles upon us; his beſt and moſt 


gorgeous robe is ſtained with blood ; 
and even when he wears a crown, it is 
a crown of thorns. Whilſt victory waves 
her banners before us, we are too much 
delighted with the proſpe&, to conſider 


how dearly they were purchaſed : the 


news of conqueſt reaches to every ear, 
and is echoed by every tongue ; but who, 


in the mean time, liſtens to the ſhrieks 


of the widow, or regards the cries of the 
orphan? 95 


When we were laſt called upon by 


public authority to humble ourſelves be- 
fore 
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fore God, and to call down a bleſſing on 
our arms and councils; little perhaps 
did we imagine that we ſhould again be 
ſummoned together, as we now are, on 
the ſame melancholy occaſion? We had 
formed to ourſelves, no doubt; vain and 


: fallacious hopes that the ſword of war 


would long fince have been ſheathed; 


that there would have been no more 


murmuring or complaining in our ſtreets, 
but that mercy and truth, righteouſneſs 
and peace, would ere this have kiſſed 
each other. 


But it hath not ſo pleaſed the divine 
will; we are at this moment in a more 
dangerous condition than we were at 
that time. Since laſt we met, to humble 


ourſelves before the Lord, a near and 


powerful enemy hath riſen up againſt us, 
whoſe falſehood, perfidy, and ingratitude, 
cannot be ſufficiently condemned; who, 


. 1 taking 
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taking the advantage of our diſtreſsful 


ſituation, have impiouſly combined with 
our foes to ruin and deſtroy us. 


Whence, then, it is but natural to aſk, 
whence doth it ar iſe that the pious vows 
which we then made are not fulfilled; 
that our prayer is thus returned into our 
own boſom? It is but too probable that 


our ſins have prevented all the good ef- 


fects of our paſt devotion; that our 


crimes and follies intercepted our prayers 


in their paſſage to heaven, and would 
not permit them to aſcend up to the 
throne of grace, 


If ever, therefore, my brethren, there 


was a time when ſerious and ſober re- 


flection were more immediately and in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, it is doubtleſs at 
this preſent moſt important juncture. 


Whatever we may vainly think of our 
« . « own 
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own ſtate, however we may be lulled by 'SERM. 


a fatal ſecurity, great and manifold are 


our errors, heavy and numerous are our 
tranſgreſſions. It is not this day's faſt, 


however rigidly kept, not this day's pe- 


nitence, however ſincere, that can atone 
for them: univerſal corruption and de- 
pravity demand univerſal repentance and 
reformation: a continuance in ſin, and 
a repetition of our follies, have brought 
continued and repeated misfortunes upon 
us, and nothing but a ſteady, uniform, 


and uninterrupted courſe of piety and 


vintue can ever redeem us from them. 
To that God, therefore, who maketh 
men to be of one mind in an houſe, and 
to that bleſſed Redeemer, to whom alone 
we muſt be indebted for peace and recon- 


cilement, let us ſend up our humble pe- 


titions, that he will graciouſly deign to 


aſſiſt us in our labour of love; that he 
po - will 
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will turn the minds of our enemies, that 


he will perſuade the generous, aſſwage 
the angry, and ſoften the obdurate heart; 
open the eyes of the blind, inſtruct the 


ignorant, direct the doubtful, and bring 


together the ſeparate and diſunited. 


Upon the whole then; it is but too 


evident that we have all ſinned againſt 


the Lord; let us endeavour to make it as 


indiſputable that we have all repented 
alſo. The ſword of war is ſtill un- 


ſheathed, the angel of deſtruction is ſtill 


abroad : whilſt therefore the honour, the 


ſafety, and the happineſs of our country 


is ill undetermined, ſhall we be ſo neg- 
lectful of her intereſt, ſo careleſs of her 


reputation, fo indifferent about her ſuc- 


ceſs, as, whilſt ſhe is in this ſituation, to 
wanton in ſenſual pleaſure, give a looſe 
to our paſſions, and ſpend our time in 
folly, riot, and debauchery ? Should not 

her 


f 
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her danger alarm our fears, chaſtiſe our 
- Joys, and awaken our attention? Doth 
not the preſent criſis ſeem to demand a 


more than ordinary caution and ſeverity. 


in all our words and actions? 


When a nation 1s at peace, ſhe may be: 
indulged in a ſhort tranſport of pleaſure; 


her errors may Zhen perhaps lay ſome 


claim to pardon, her follies may plead 
ſome excuſe; but when the ſtern brow 


of war frowneth upon her. when every 


thing that is dear and precious is at 


take, when all her virtues are neceſſary: 


to ſupport, and all her powers to defend 
her; at ſuch a time to be gay is to be 
guilty, to be but careleſs is to be wicked ; 
not to aſſiſt, is to oppoſe ; and to neglec 


our country, is to betray her. 


Let every one therefore think, that, 


as in the field of battle every man ſhoull 
$4 behave 
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| behave as if on his ſingle arm depended 


the victory, ſo here at home let every 


man perſuade himſelf, that on his ſingle 


virtue and repentance dependeth the re- 


formation of a whole people. Let us 


then, in all humility, bow ourſelves down 
before the God who made us; let this 
day's abſtinence ſerve but as a type or em- 
blem of that total abſtinence from ſin 
which we purpoſe henceforth ſtrictly to 
obſerve: and if we hope for public or for 
private happineſs, let us from this hour 
ſincerely and heartily endeavour to de- 


ſerve it. 
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A ſower went forth to ſow bis ſeed. 


HE firſt and moſt ſtriking beauty a 


that amongſt many others, ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhes the parables of our 


bleſſed Saviour, is that amiable ſimplicity 


which runs through every one of them; 
the i images are all clear and familiar, the 
expreſſion is plain and intelligible, the 
conduct regular and uniform, the com- 
pariſon juſt, the deſign and moral reſult- 
ing from the whole immediately viſible ; 


and amongſt them there is not one which 


is perhaps more agreeable or more in- 
ſtructive than that which is now before 


Us, 


XVII. 
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us, wherein the greateſt and moſt ſub- 
lime truths are enforced and illuſtrated 
by an image drawn from an humble ſtate 
of life; and circumſtances the moſt com- 

mon and familiar that could poſſibly be 
;magined, made uſe of to convey the no- 
bleſt and moſt exalted leſſons of morality. 
A fower went forth to fow his ſeed; and as 
be oed, ſome fell by the way fide, and it | 


g . trodden doun, and the fowl: of the air 


devoured it: ' ſome fell upon 4 rock, and as 
ſoon as it was ſprung up, it withered away, 
becauſe it lacked moifture : and ſome fell 
among thorns, and the thorns ſprung up 
with it, and choaked it: and others fell on 
good ground, and Prang TP and bare fruit, 


an Bundred fold. 


Nothing can be more plain, ſimple, or 
conciſe, than this ſhort narrative. It may 
not (here however, be improper to ob- 
| mg that in ſeveral other of our Saviour's 
parables 


- of the Sower. _. 


parables the words or cirtumſtunces pre- sk kb. 
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ceding or ſubſequent to them ſufficiently 


pointed out the deſign and intention, 


and conſequently led the hearers to the 
proper explanation and interpretation: 
but with regard to the parable before us, 


it doth not appear, by any previous cir- 


cumſtance, that thoſe who heard were 
able to find out the meaning and purport 
of it. Our Saviour did therefore himſelf 
graciouſly condeſcend to interpret it in 
the following manner: The ſeed, fays he, 
is the word of God: thoſe by the way fide, 

are they that hear : then cometh the devil, 


and taketh away the word out of their | 


E hearts, left they ſhould believe, and be ſaved: 
they on the rock, are they which when they 
bear, receive the word with joy; and theſe 


have no root, which for a while believe, and 


in time of temptation fall away: and that 


which fell among thorns, are they, which 


when they have heard, go forth, and are 
choaked 
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* 


Sag. cheaked with cares, and riches, and plea- 


Co ſures of this life, and bring no fruit to per- 
Feetion : but that on the goed. ground, are 


they whi cb in an boneſt and goed heart, bau- 
ing beard the word, keep it, and bring farth 
Fruit with patience. 


It is worthy of our obſervation to re- 
mark, that though our bleſſed Saviour 
thus interpreted and explained the plea- 
ſing allegory, we do not find that he 

| drew any inference or concluſions from 
it, but, as in the reſt of his parables, 
leaves his hearers to the ſuggeſtions of 
their own minds, and thoſe reflections 
which would naturally occur to them 
from the conſideration of it. His diſci- 
ples, we may reaſonably imagine, fully 
perceived the ſcope and intent of it, made 
the proper uſe of every part; and applied 
the whole to thoſe moral purpoſes, which 
it was deſigned by the divine Orator to 
promote. 
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promote, But theſe things, my bre- 


thren, were doubtleſs written for our 


learning alſo ; our Saviour in this, as in 


almoſt every other diſcourſe, addreſſes 


himſelf not to his diſciples only, but to 
all mankind : it will become us, there- 
fore, to meditate on the words of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, and ſeriouſly to en- 
quire whether this ſimple narrative, plain 
and unadorned as it is, doth not contain 
ſome ſalutary truths, and uſeful inſtrue- 


tions, which may be of ſervice to us in 


our future conduct: and to this end it 
may not be amiſs, in the following dif- 
courſe, to take a view of the four kinds 
of hearers, as deſcribed to us in the pa- 
rable; to aſſign the ſeveral cauſes of their 
different conduct, and to mark what leſ- 
ſons of moral duty may ariſe to us from 
the conſideration of them. 


And Firſt, then, Thoſe, ſays our Savi- 
0 ur, b Ji the Way fiae, are they that hear 8 
then 
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then cometh the devil, and taketh the word 
out of their bearts. In all nations, and at 
all times, there hath ever been a ſet of 
men, who are totally void of religious 
principles, who never concern them 
ſelves about any thing but the common 
affairs of life in which they are immedi- 
ately employed, who have no motive to 
raiſe their attention but curioſity : theſe 
are properly compared to the way-ſide, 
the common path for travellers, without 
any depth of earth to receive the ſeed, 
which muſt conſequently be trodden 
down by every paſſenger, and lie open 
to all the birds of the air who devour it. 
Such were thoſe, who, on our Saviour's 
firſt appearance on earth, were merely 
caſual and accidental hearers of his word, 
who were attracted by the novelty of his 


_ doctrines, and the extraordinary circum» 


ſtances attending on his miracles; but at 
the ſame time had no attachment to his 
cauſe, 
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cauſe, or zeal, for his ſervice; and of SRH. 
courſe were eaſily drawn aſide, by any 8 
temptation, to forſake and deſert 5 


this day; : 
men, who, 1 immerſed i in their pittuits of 
buſineſs or pleaſure, never think of reli- 
gious concerns, but when they chance to 
be totally diſengaged from every other ; 
never enter into a church, but when they 
are, as it were, inſenſibly drawn thither 
by the novelty of a popular preacher, the 
preſſing inſtance of a particular friend, 
or ſome accidental circumſtance, utterly 
independent on true piety and devotion. 
By theſe men the doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity are received with the greateſt cold- 
neſs and indifference, or perhaps make 
a light and momentary impreſſion on the 
mind, which is quickly effaced by the 
very next object that preſents itſelf. Into 
ſuch hearts, Satan always finds an eaſy 
FE: | entrance, 
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= entrance, and with little difficulty taketh 
www away that word which they are not ſoli⸗ 


citous to withhold from him. 


The ſecond ſort of hearers mentioned 
in the parable, are they, which receive the 
word with j Joy, but having no root, in time of 
temptation or perſecution fall away. By 
theſe, our Saviour undoubtedly meant to 

point out thoſe amongſt his diſciples and 
: followers, who were caught by the no- 
velty of his tenets, dazzled by the ſplen- 
dor of his miracles, or perhaps allured by 
his promiſes of eternal happineſs : theſe 
received his word with joy, liſtened with 
rapture to his eloquence, were aſtoniſhed 
at his intrepidity, and looked up with 
admiration to his exalted character: his 


manners were ſo engaging, his converſa- 
tion ſo affable, his conduct ſo diſintereſted, 
bis behaviour ſo mild and gentle, that it 
attradted univerſal attention, and com- 

| | manded 
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: therefore, who had but little real con- "= =," 


cern for the intereſts of religion, felt 


the truth of his doctrines; and though 
they had at the ſame time but little in- | 


clination to comply with them, they re- 


vered that preceptor whom they would 
not obey, and admired at leaſt thoſe 


virtues, which they pe ſtrength and 
reſolution to practiſe. / Theſe men, as 
the apoſtle informs us, endured for a 
while, but when tribulation -and perſe- 


cution aroſe, becauſe of the word, they 


were quickly offended; they had a great 
love for Chriſt and his doctrines, but a 


much greater for themſelves; and though 


they thought with him, did not there- 
fore think themſelves obliged to ſuffer 


For him, but in time of temptation or 
perſecution fell away. Amongſt theſe 
followers of our Saviour, was, moſt pro- 


bably, the young man recorded in the 
Vol. I. 2 goſpel, 
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GERM, FP who, we are told, aſked of Chriſt, 
— what he ſhould do that he might have 


eternal life; and Jeſus ſaid unto him, 

I thou wilt be perfect, 20 and ſell that thou 
- baſt, and give to the poor, and thou ſhalt 
 bave treaſure in heaven, and come and follow 
me. But when the young man heard that 
ſaying, be went away ſorrewful, for he had 
great poſſeſſions, He was one of thoſe, 

1 who, as the parable ſays, received the 
word with joy, but have no root, which 
| for a while believe, and in time of temp- 
tation fall away. Of ſuch as theſe we 
have but too many even unto this day. 


| Nothing is more eaſy than the mere 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity : whilſt the ex- 
ternal compliance with its precepts, and 

the verbal aſſent to its doctrines, is at- 
. tended with no pain or trouble ; | as long 
: as it coincides with our worldly views 
and intereſts, without any interruption 


of 


of our eaſe, or any reſtraint upon our 


pleaſures, ſo long perhaps we may con- 
tinue Chriſtians; but if it claſhes-with 
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our ſeveral views and intereſts, if it en- 


joins duties which we are loth to prac. 


tiſe, and commands us to abſtain from 


our ſenſual gratifications; if it ſubjects 
us to the ridicule of the ſcoffer, the con- 
tempt of the proud, and the oppreſſion 


of the powerful, then our zeal abates, 


and our faith decays, (and the frail fabric 


of our religion begins to ſhow the weak- 


* 


neſs of its foundation, But, above all, 


when tribulation and perſecution ariſe, 


ſuch men are quickly offended: they 
may talk, perhaps, like Peter, of going 
with Chriſt to priſon and to death ; but 


when, like him, they begin to think. 


themſelves in danger of accompanying 


him thither, then, they Ano not the man. 


But Third! v, And ſome fell amang thorns, 


and the ithorns ſprang up with it, and 


Z 2 ' choaked 
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cboated it. And that which fell among 


= thorns, and they which, when they have 


heard, go forth, and are choaked with cares, 


and riches, and pleaſures of ibis life, and 


bring no fruit to perfection. In this ſhort 
ſentence are comprehended all the op- 


. poſitions that were ever made, and all 


the obſtructions that were ever raiſed 
againſt the progreſs of religion and vir- 


tue. Chriſt foreſaw and foretold the 


power and ſucceſs of thoſe enemies which 


he had to contend with, and takes every 


opportunity of warning us againſt them. 
It is not the arguers, the reaſoners, the 
diſputers of this world, but the cares, the 


riches, and the pleaſures of it, which 


ſnake the foundations of Chriſtianity, 


/T he cares and riches of this world, like 
\ thoſe thorns and briars to which they 
are compared, are for the moſt part in- 


ſeparable ; they naturally bring forth and 
multiply each other: like them they 
5 | blend 
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blend and twine together, not only to 
ſtop our progreſs in the paths of truth 
and happineſs, but with their ſharp 


points goad and torment us; their roſes, 


if they have any, are not to be ſmelt 
without danger, or plucked without pain. 


The beautiful plants which ſpring up 


around them, are choaked up and withered 


by their pernicious influence: but)if the 


tender blade which ſpringeth up from 
the good ſeed is not choaked up and over- 
whelmed by the cares and riches of this 


life, its growth is quickly and effectually N 


ſtopped by the ſtill more deſtructive plea- 


ſures of it.) If intereſt and ambition are 


with propriety ſtiled thorns and briars, 


the pleaſures of this world may with 
equal juſtice and propriety be compared 
to thoſe gaudy flowers which we fo 
often ſee intermingled with the ſtanding 


corn; however their variegated beauties 


may delight the eye of the traveller, the 
ES es 23. _ © huſband» 
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huſbandman conſiders them but as ſo 
many baneful and pernicious weeds, 
which draw away the moiſture of the 
earth, and choak the progreſs of his 
riſing harveſt. And thus it is alſo with 
the vices and follies, the amuſements 
and gaieties of life 1 they enliven the face 
of nature, they gild our days with a falſe 
and ſpecious luſtre, but at the ſame time 
looſen the bands of piety, and under- 
mine the foundations of virtue. Plea- 


ſure is indeed the moſt dangerous enemy 


which the faith of Chriſt hath to con- 
tend with. Cares and riches alienate 
and ingroſs, but pleaſure corrupts and 
enſlaves the mind. The ambitious man 
ſometimes may be either reclaimed by 


reaſon, or reformed by diſappointment, 


may turn his thoughts from the ſearch 


after honours and preferments, towards 


the acquiſition of the one thing needful : 
the covetous man may learn, by long ex- 
| perience, 
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perience, the vanity of riches ; may be SERM. 
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eonvinced that it is not in their power to 
beſtow that happineſs which they had 


promiſed; even be may leave his beloved 


treaſure to ſearch after the riches of 
| Chriſt's love, and to enjoy the ineſtimable 
treaſures of his bountiful Redeemer. But 
| when the lover of pleaſure, by a continual 
indulgence in ſenſual gratifications, has 
corrupted and depraved his appetite, ge 
treads for ever in the ſame dirty path, i 
fwallows the intoxicating draught even 
to the laſt dregs, and ſeldom quits his 
viees till he is no longer able to purſue 
them. Thoſe, in ſhort, who in theſe 
our days, as well as thoſe of our bleſſed 5 
Saviour, are choaked with the cares, the 8 
riches, or the pleaſures of life, very ſel- 
dom, if ever, bring fruit to perfection. 
The ſoil, we know, in which the ſeed is 
ſown, may be, to all outward appearance, 


fair and fertile, the blade may ſpring up, 
1 aud 
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and the field look gay and luxuriant, and 


yet perhaps, in a ſhort time, weeds may 
over-run, the ſtorm may blaſt, or the 

canker-worm deſtroy all the promiſing 

hopes of the impatient huſbandman. How W 
often, and in like manner, do we ſee thoſe 
who have been bleſt with a virtuous and 
liberal education, who have liſtened to 
the word of God, and received it with 


joy, yet in time of temptation have fallen 


away; who have lived to deny that God 


whom they worſhipped, and to reject that 


faith which they profeſſed; who have 


been ſo choaked with the cares, ſo be- 
trayed by the pleaſures, or ſo enſlaved by 


the riches of this world, as to deſpiſe the 
ordinances, and trample on the com- 
mandments of their Creator, and to act in 


direct oppoſition to his will; who, whats 
ever might be their ſpecious pretences 
to honour and virtue, never proved their 


regard for them by their conduct and 
| beha- 
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behaviour, never abounded in good works, 
or brought their fruit to perfection. 


The Fourth and laſt ſpecies of hearers n 
mentioned in the parable, are tbey, 
wwho in an honeſt and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience. By theſe our Saviour, 
no doubt, meant to diſtinguiſh thoſe 
illuſtrious few, who, unawed by power, 
and uninfluenced by example, followed 
the dictates of their own conſcience ; who 
not only liſtened to the words of righte- 
ouſneſs and truth, but ſhewed their belief 
by their actions, and the ſincerity of their 
profeſſions by the uniformity of their 
practice: they brought forth fruit with 
patience. Though we do not, in the 
preſent lukewarm and degenerate age, 
meet with that zeal and alacrity in the 
cauſe of Chriſt and his religion, which 
ſhone forth amongſt the primitive ſaints 

| and 
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and martyrs, thanks be to God there are 
ſtill ſome ſeeds which have fallen into 
good ground, and ſpring up and bear 


fruit amongſt us: there are ſome who 


oppoſe the ſtream of vice, and ſtem the 
torrent of impiety, ſome who, ſuperior 
to faſhion, prejudice, and example, ſup- 


port the mouldering pillars of our faith; 


and prop the decaying fabric of Chriſ- 


tianity. What then, upon the whole, is 
the moral uſe we are to draw from this 
parable? This the beautiful allezory 
doth itſelf ſufficiently point out unto us: 
The good huſbandman will, by labour arid 
aſſiduity, meliorate and fertilize every 
ſoil : if the ground be hard and rocky, he 
will ſoften ; if it be poor and barren, he 


will cultivate and enrich it; if it be by 
the way-fide, and lies open to the in- 
juries of travellers, he will endeavour to 
fence, to incloſe and ſecure it, leſt the 
ſeed be trodden down, or the fowls of 
the 
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the air devour it: if the thorns and briars 8 
ſpring up, and choak his riſing harveſt] » 
he will root up and deſtroy them. And 
in like manner, we alſo muſt act with | 
our own minds; if they are of ſo obdu- 
rate a nature, that religious truths make 
but little, or very flight impreſſions' on 
them; if, when we hear the word of 
God, we do not attend ſeriouſly unto it, 
but ſuffer our minds to wander after 
other objects, we ſhould endeavour, by 
every means in our power, to ſoften and 
ſubdue them: to open and enlarge them, 
ſo as to render them capable of receiving 
the good ſeeds of holineſs and perfection. 
If we find them fluctuating and incon- 
ſtant, ſhifting with every wind of doc- 
trine, we muſt exert all our ſtrength to 
fix and eftabliſh them. It, by long ac- 
quaintance with our own treacherous 
hearts, we diſcover that they are op- 


prelled by the cares of this world, at- 
| tached 
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| tached to the riches, or intoxicated by 
the pleaſures of it, we ſhould then make 
it our conſtant buſineſs to alienate our 
affections from ſuch unworthy purſuits, 
to employ them in cares that might be 
profitable, in the ſearch of riches that 
would be laſting, and pleaſures that 
would be fading and immortal. 


But laſtly, and above all, we muſt re- 
member the great fountain and founda- 
tion of all truth and righteouſneſs, an 
honeſt and good heart; be careful that in 
all religious matters we carry with us a 
mind open to conviction; this will re- 
move every obſtacle, and leſſen every dif- 
ficulty: if the precepts of Chriſtianity 
have any thing harſh or ſevere in them, 
this will render them ſmooth, eaſy, and 
practicable; if they are obſcure, this will 


enlighten ; and if they are rigid, it will 
ſoften them: this animating and invigor- 
| ating 


truth, ripen faith into practice, and bring 
forth fruit unto ſalvation. Let us then, 
my brethren, put up our prayers to the 
great huſpandman who ſowed the ſeeds 
of the Goſpel, even Jeſus Chriſt the 


righteous, that he will himſelf gracioully 
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"ow principle will vegetate the ſeeds of exile; " 
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condeſcend to aſſiſt us in our labours, 


to cultivate and improve the barren and 


unprofitable ſoil of our obdurate hearts, 
water them with the heavenly due of 


his divine mercy, ſtrengthen and fertilize 


them with his enlivening grace, that ſo 
they may ſhoot forth into a fair and 


plenteous harveſt of pity and goodneſs, 


and bear fruit, ſome thirty, ſome fifty, 


and ſome an hundred fold. 
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In P. 299, laſt line, for had read hath, 
P. 301, I. 8, for gilt read guilt, 


